
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 1 & Intro
Our goal and approach in reading Revelation will not be to sort out every single detail with precision and finality.  There are 
going to be a lot of things that we will read and find ourselves concluding nothing more profound than “I have no idea what 
that means.”  However, you will be surprised how much we will read that will make sense, that will be clear and will connect 
with things the Bible has already communicated elsewhere.

The Book of Revelation is not just about the end times. It is about spiritual battle, the fulfillment of God’s promises, God’s 
people, human history and about hope.

The word “revelation” comes from the greek word “ἀποκάλυψις (apokalupsis)” which is where we get our English word 
“apocalypse”.  “The apocalypse” has become shorthand for the terrible event(s) at the end of time.  From a literary perspective 
“apocalyptic literature” is throughout Scripture - Daniel, Ezekiel and other sections of the Old Testament are prophetic books 
which speak of the things to come.  But when we read “apocalyptic”, it doesn’t just mean “end times” - firstlly is means 
“uncovering” - it’s literally a revealing of things that are unknown, hidden or covered up.  Revelation is a message from Jesus 
Christ to the church that reveals things.

In fact, when you get a “revelation” of something, it’s often a good thing.  Something that was formerly unclear or confusing 
becomes clear.  Because of the events and symbols described in Revelation, the word “apocalypse” has included the idea of the end 
times and even cataclysmic events.  But it’s important for us to know that’s not the only thing it means.

That being said, look at how Websters defines the word “apocalypse”

(1) one of the Jewish and Christian writings of 200 b.c. to a.d. 150 marked by pseudonymity, symbolic imagery, and the 
expectation of an imminent cosmic cataclysm in which God destroys the ruling powers of evil and raises the righteous to 
life in a messianic kingdom

(2) something viewed as a prophetic revelation (Merriam Webster via m-w.com)

That’s a pretty good definition!  So Revelation will be a revealing of truths and realities for us to grasp.  There will be things 
that will be simple and easy to understand and some things that will be hard to understand. There will be things that will 
provide comfort and things that will unsettle you.  Both are good, both are needed.  Paul reminds us that 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 
so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

And so we begin Revelation with a reminder that it is, like all other of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, are from 
God, for us.
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Revelation 1:1-3 - Introduction

We learn some helpful things about the book of Revelation in the opening lines.

This is a book/letter which contains the following:
Revelation about things that “which must soon take place”
This information is from Jesus Christ and was given to him by God.
Jesus gave the information to an angel who then gave the information to John

The end goal of this writing is that those who read and hear and heed the words written in the book of Revelation will be 
“blessed”.  That is an interesting way to start a book that traditionally scares, frightens and troubles people.  This is a good 
word to start with.  There may be things in this book that are confusing, troubling and even frightening - but the hope of Jesus 
for those who come to Revelation will be that they will be blessed by what they read and hear, if they also obey what it says.

Revelation 1:1 identifies the person who received this revelation from God, through Jesus and through an angel as “his 
bondservant John.”  This John is the same John that followed Jesus as a one of the twelve disciples.  Let’s remember a little about 
John

Matthew 4:18-22 - Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I 
will make you fishers of men." 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two 
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; 
and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.

John along with his brother James are identified as sons of Zebedee, a fisherman in Galilee.  They are called by Jesus as some of 
his first disciples/followers.

Matthew 10:1-8 - The 12 disciples sent

As Jesus commissions these twelve men to follow his example of gospel preaching and powerful healing, he also tells them that 
along their way, they will have trouble - but that even during trials they should stay brave and bold because God loves them 
and will be with them.

Matthew 10:16-22, 26-31

As Jesus’ ministry grows and advances towards its climactic moment in Jerusalem, we read of Peter, James and John being brought 
into a closer inner friendship with Jesus than even the other 9.  John is one of only 3 invited to join Jesus on a mountain and 
there sees a glorious vision of Jesus, Moses and Elijah (Matthew 17).  John is one of the trio invited into the house of Jairus and 
witnesses Jesus raising the little girl from the dead (Mark 5:37-37-43).  He’s specifically asked by Jesus to prepare the passover 
which will be known as the “last supper” (Luke 22:8) and at the supper is most likely seated closest to Jesus, even able to lean 
and rest on Jesus (John 13:23).  Yet throughout the journey with Jesus, John will at times be preoccupied about his position in the 
future Kingdom of God or angered about how some cities responded to the gospel and need rebuking by Jesus (Mark 10:35-45, Luke 
9:54-56).  In other words John is a loved disciple of Jesus yet still in need of growth and instruction along the way.
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John will be closest to Jesus as he prays in the garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:33). John will flee as the soldiers come but will 
return to Jesus and be the lone disciple at the foot of the cross.  Jesus will speak to him from the cross and entrust his mother 
mary into John’s care (John 19:25-27).  John will be one of the first to see the resurrected Jesus.  John will be named in the book 
of Acts as an apostolic leader, preacher, miracle worker and persecuted follower of Christ.

Most scholars believe that John was one of the youngest of Jesus’ 12 disciples. He will write his own eyewitness biography of 
Jesus called “The Gospel of John.”  He will write at least three letters to the church also named after him (1, 2 & 3 John).  He 
appears to be educated and a deep thinker as his inspired writings are filled with poetic and imaginative language unique to the 
other gospel writers.

Far from the seaside villages of Galilee, as Revelation opens, we are nearing the year 90 AD.  The message and ministry of Jesus 
and his followers has reached and touched the known world.  No longer a small and unheard sect of Jewish believers, the church 
has been planted around the Roman empire (and beyond) and along with its expansion has faced persecution from Jewish opponents 
and political adversaries.

In fact, many of the original disciples have died, and few from old age.   At this point, most of the original 12 have been 
martyred.  In fact, after Stephen’s death, John’s brother James was one of the first:

Acts 12:1-2 - Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat 
them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.

And yet John, now an old man, lives on as a final 
member of the first generation of Christians.  We’ll 
talk more about where and why John is where he is in 
the weeks to come.  But now we will turn to the people 
receiving this from John.

Revelation 1:4 - To Whom It May Concern

John is addressing this message (perhaps in the form of 
a letter) to the “seven churches that are in Asia.”  
Chapters 2 & 3 identify these seven churches: Ephesus 
(2:1), Smyrna (2:8), Pergamum (2:12), Thyatira (2:18), 
Sardis (3:1), Philadelphia (3:7), and Laodicea (3:14).  
These are churches that were established in the first 
century and are now at the end of the first century 
navigating what it means to be a follower of Jesus in 
those days.  And so first, Revelation is a letter to the 
churches in the fashion of the other letters of the New 
Testament.

This is an important element for us to remember as we 
begin this study.  God is sending his message through John to the churches of Asia.
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Revelation 1:4-7 - Opening Greetings

Revelation was written to real people in a real tough situation.  The 7 churches receiving this letter are living in the Roman 
empire, likely during the reign of Domitian (81-96 AD).

“The Roman Empire, powerful in many senses, exercised one particular power which became a cause of great trials to the 
early Christians.  The growing practice of ‘emperor worship’ meant that an increasing number of them were required 
publicly, to make the fateful choice between Caesar and Christ.  Every age has its equivalent test of a Christian’s true 
allegiance; for them it meant actual persecution and the threat of martyrdom.” (Michael Wilcock, “The Message of 
Revelation”, page 22)

One of our approaches as we read through Revelation will be to ask not just “what does this mean for us and the days to come” 
but “what did this mean for them as they first read this in their world?”  The modern church’s approach to Revelation has sadly 
been to superimpose current events on the book as a sort of key code to unlock Biblical prophecy.  A dragon must mean Russia.  A 
hornet must be a helicopter.  The famously mysterious “mark of the beast” must be barcodes, no wait, credit cards, no wait, a 
computer chip, no wait, a vaccine!

But that implies that the book of Revelation is for us, and not for them - and that’s not only self-focused, it’s arrogant.  We 
have to approach Revelation asking what did this mean for them, and what can we take away for us in light of that.  Sure, there 
are countless prophecies and promises that will be spoken of in Revelation, yet to be fulfilled for us today - but Revelation also 
meant something for the first readers which was given to them by God to help them.

If the book of Revelation is only about the current events unfolding in the 21st century, then it provided no hope for the 
Christians of the first century.  And they needed  hope.

“As the early Christian movement grew, and developed momentum, further questions emerged. What was God doing now? 
What were His plans for the little churches dotted around the Mediterranean world? Where was it all going?  In 
particular, why was God allowing followers of Jesus to suffer persecution?  What line should they take when faced with 
the fastest growing “religion” of the time, namely the worship of Caesar, the Roman emperor?  Should they resist?” 

(these Christians) would have been mostly poor, meeting in one another’s homes.  By contrast, people were building grand 
and expensive temples for Caesar and his family in various cities, eager to show Rome how loyal they were.  What would 
Jesus himself say about this? Did it mean that, after all, the Christians were wasting their time, following a crucified 
Jew rather than the one who was rather obviously the “lord of the world” (aka Caesar)?  Revelation is written to say 
“no” to that question.” (NT Wright, Revelation for Everyone, pages 3-4)

And so how appropriate that John’s opening lines send “grace and peace…from Him who is and who was and who is to come”, the 
Creator God Himself, Yahweh, and “from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and (true and actual) 
ruler of the kings of the earth. (Revelation 1:4-5).

Before John reveals any prophecy, he starts at the foundation - Yahweh is God. Jesus is King, to whom the power and honor 
belongs.  And what of these poor and persecuted Christians?
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they are loved and released from their sins by Christ’s blood (1:5)
they are kings and priests to God (1:6)
And Behold, Christ is coming…and every eye will see him (1:7)

That’s quite the introduction.

As we begin our (slow) journey through Revelation, remember who God is and what He’s done, remember that Christ loves you, has 
died for you and is coming again for you, and remember that who you are and what your future holds is based on that revelation, 
and that revelation alone.  If you know and believe the gospel and that God’s love and presence is near, you can face the days 
ahead with confidence and hope.

As we read, we will learn things, ask new questions, be amazed by and grow in our fear of the LORD.  This letter will help us be 
more faithful to Christ and loving to others.  This journey through Revelation is not one we need to be afraid of, but one that 
will be a blessing - If we read, hear and heed “the words of this prophecy…and the things in it…for the time is near” 
(Revelation 1:3)
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