NOON BIBLE STUDY: REVELATION 1 & INTRO

OUR GOAL AND APPROACH IN READING REVELATION WILL NOT BE TO SORT OUT EVERY SINGLE DETAIL WITH PRECISION AND FINALITY  THERE ARE
GOING T0 BE A LOT OF TH?NGS THAT WE WILL READ AND FIND OURSELVES [ON(NDING NOTHING MORE PROFOUND THAN "I HAVE NO IDER WHAT

THAT MEANS." HOWEVER, YOU WILL BE SURPRISED HOW MUCH WE WILL READ THAT WILL MAXE SENSE, THAT WILL BE CLEAR AND WILL CONNECT
WITH THINGS THE BIBLE HRS MR EADY COMMUNICATED ELSEWHERE

THE 00K OF REVELATION IS NOT /57 ABOUT THE END TIMES T IS ABOUT SPIRITUAL BATTLE, THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD'S PROMISES, 6OD'S
PEOPLE, HUMAN HISTORY AND ABOUT HOPE

THE WORD "REV HM!ON COMES FROM THE GREEK WORD  GrmokarAuyng (A 0\(!\ UPSIS)™ WHICH 15 WHERE WE GET OUR ENGLISH WORD
"RPOCALYPSE™ "THE APOCALYPSE™ HAS BECOME SHORTHAND FOR THE TERRIBLE EVENT(S) AT THE END OF TIME ROM A LITERARY PERSPECTIVE
"RPOCALYPTIC LITERATURE™ 1S THROUGROUT SCRIPTURE - DANIEL, EZEKIEL AND OTHER SECTIONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT ARE PROPHETIC B00KS
WHICH SPEAK OF THE THINGS TO COME BUT WHEN WE READ “APOCALYPTIC™, IT DOESN'T JUST MEAN “END TIMES™ - FIRSTLLY IS MEANS
CUNCOVERING™ - 1T°S LITERALLY A REVEALING OF THINGS THAT ARE UNKNOWN. HIDDEN OR COVERED U REVELATION IS A MESSRGE FROM JESIS
CHRIST TO THE CHURCH THAT REVEALS THINGS.

N EACT, WHEN YOU GET A "REVELATION™ OF SOMETHING, TS OFTEN A 600D THING ~ SOMETHING THAT WAS FORMERLY UNCLEAR OR CONFUSING
BECOMES CLEAR. BECAUSE OF THE EVENTS AND SYMBOLS DESCRIBED INREVELATION, THE WORD “APOCALYPSE™ HAS INCLUDED THE IDEA OF THE END
TIMES AND EVEN CATACLYSMIC EVENTS. BUT 1T°S TMPORTANT FOR S TO KNOW THAT'S NOT THE ONLY THING IT MEANS

THAT BEING SAID, LOOK AT HOW WEBSTERS DEFINES THE WORD "APOCALYRSE
(1) ONE OF THE JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN WRITINGS OF 200 §.C. T0O A.D 150 MARKED BY PSEUDONYMITY, SYMBOLIC IMAGERY, AND THE
EXPEUP\HON OF AN IMMINENT COSMIC CATACLYSM IN WHICH 60D DESTROYS THE RULING POWERS OF EVIL AND RAISES THE RIGHTEOUS TO
LIFE INA MESSIANIC KINGDOM
(7) SOMETHING VIEWED AS A PROPHETIC REVELATION (MERRIAM WEBSTER VIR M- COM)
THAT'S A PRETTY GOOD DEFINITION! SO REVELATION WILL BE A REVEALING OF TRUTHS AND REALITIES FOR US TO GRASP. THERE WILL BE THINGS
THAT WILL BE SIMPLE AND ERSY TO UNDERSTAND AND SOME THINGS THAT WILL Bt HARD TO U NDE RSH\ND THERE WILL BE THINGS THAT WILL
PROVIDE COMFORT AND THINGS THAT WILL UNSETTLE YOU. BOTH ARE 60D, BOTH ARE N AUL REMINDS US THAT

"ALL SCRIPTURE 1S INSPIRED BY 60D AND PRO ITABLE FOR TEACHING, FOR REPROOF, FOR CORRECTION, FOR TRAINING IN RIGHTEQUSNESS:
S0 THAT THE MAN OF 60D MAY BE ADEQUATE, EQUIPPED FOR EVERY 6OOD WORK " (2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17)

AND SO WE BEGIN REVELATION WITH A REMINDER THAT T 1S, LIKE ALL OTHER OF THE 66 BOOKS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS, ARE FROM
60D, FOR US.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon


https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

REVELATION 1:1-3 - INTRODUCTION

WE LEARN SOME HELPFUL THINGS ABOUT THE BOOK OF REVELATION IN THE OPENING LINES.
THIS IS A BOOK/LETTER WHICH CONTRINS THE FOLLOWING

LATION ABOUT THINGS THAT “WHICH MUST SOON TAKE PLACE

0
t
S INFORMATION 15 FROM JESUS CHRIST AND WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY 60D
|

(
|
|
SUS GAVE THE INFORMATION TO AN ANGEL WHO THEN GAVE THE INFORMATION TO JOHN

b
bt
TH
)t

THE END GOAL OF THIS WRITING 1S THAT THOSE WHO RERD AND HERR AND HEED THE WORDS WRITTEN IN THE 800K OF REVELATION WILL BE
"BLESSED™ THAT IS AN INTERESTING WAY TO START A 800K THAT TRADITIONALLY SCARES, FRIGHTENS AND TROUBLES PEOPLE  THIS IS A 600D
WORD TO START WITH.  THERE MAY BE THINGS IN THIS BOOK THAT ARE CONFUSING, TROUBLING AND EVEN FRIGHTENING - BUT THE HOPE OF JESUS
FOR THOSE WHO COME TO REVELATION WILL BE THAT THEY WILL BE BLESSED BY WHAT THEY READ AND HEAR. IF THEY ALSO OBEY WHAT IT SRYS

REVELATION 1-T IDENTIFIES THE PERSON WHO RECEIVED TH
BONDSERVANT JOKN." THIS JOAN IS THE SAME JORN THAT
JORN

S REVELATION FROM GOD, THROUGH JESUS AND THROVGH RN ANGEL AS "HIS
FOLLOWED JESUS AS A ONE OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES. LET'S REMEMBER A LITTLE ABOUT

MATTHEW 8:18-72 - NOW AS JESUS WAS WALKING B
AND ANDREW HIS BROTHER, (ASHNG A NET INTO THE S
WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN." 70 IMME D!M LY TH
OTHER BROTHERS, JAMES THE SON OF ZEBEDEE, AND JOK
AND HE CALLED THEM. 22 IMMEDIATELY TH [ THE

ALILEE, HE SAW TWO BROTHERS, SIMON WH
i WERE HSHH% N 19 AND HE SAID TO THE
EY LEFT THEIR NETS AND F H ED HIM. 71 GOING ON F
OAN 1S BROTHER, IN'THE BOAT WITH ZEBEDEE THEIR FATH
BOAT AND THEIR FATHER, AND FOLLOWED iIM.

WAS CALLED PETER,
OLLOW ME, AND |
HERE HE SAW TWO
ENDING THEIR NETS:

THE SER OF 6 0
R FOR HH M, f
) k ROM T
R, ME
JOKNALONG WITH HIS BROTHER JAMES ARE IDENTIFIED AS SONS OF ZEBEDEE, A FISHERMAN IN GRLILEE. THEY ARE CALLED BY JESUS AS SOME OF
HIS FIRST DISCIPLES/FOLLOWERS

MATTHEW 10:1-8 - THE 17 DISCIPLES SENT

AS JESUS COMMISSIONS THESE TWELVE MEN TO FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE OF GOSPEL PREACHING AND POWERFUL HERLING, HE ALSO TELLS THEM THAT
ALONG THEIR WAY, THEY WILL HAVE TROUBLE - BUT THAT EVEN DURING TRIRLS THEY SHOULD STAY BRAVE AND BOLD BECAUSE GOD LOVES THEM
AND WILL BE WITH THEM.

MATTHEW 10:16-77, 26-3)

RS JESUS™ MINISTRY GRONS AND ADVANCES TOWARDS ITS CLIMACTIC MOM

i
INTO A CLOSER INNER FRIENDSAIP WITH JESUS THAN EVEN THE OTHER 9. )
THERE SEES A GLORIOUS VISION OF JESUS, MOSES AND ELLIAH (MATTHEW 17

EREAD OF PETER JAMES AND JOAN BEING BROUGHT
VITED TO JOIN JESUS ON A MOUNTRAIN AND
TRIO INVITED INTO THE HOUSE OF JAIRUS AND

LY ASKED BY JESUS TO PREPARE THE PASSOVER

EATED CLOSEST TO JESUS, EVEN ABLE TO LEAN

NT IN JERUSALEM,

OAN 15 ONE OF ONL
7). JOHN IS ONE 0
FROM THE DEAD (MARK 5:37-37-43) HE'S SPECIFI

UPPER™ (LUKE 72-8) AND AT THE SUPPER IS MOST LIKEL

ROUGHOUT THE JOURNEY WITH JESUS, JOAN WILL AT TIMES BF PREOCCUPIED ABOUT HIS POSITION IN THE
UT HOW SOME CITIES RESPONDED TO THE GOSPEL AND NEED REBUKING BY JESUS (MARK 10-35-45, LUKE

VED DISCIPLE OF JESUS YET STILL IN NEED OF GROWTH AND INSTRUCTION ALONG THE WAY

[
y
F
WITNESSES | E%US RRISING THE LITTLE 61 Fl

i
£9S
WHICH WILL BE KNOWN AS THE "LAST SY
RES
TURE

3N
T
b (A
P y
RND T ONJESUS (JOAN 13:73). YET T

0

0

tl
| |
P S
T i
KINGDOM OF 60D OR ANGERED AB ]
%L\ 56). IN OTHER WORDS JOKN IS A
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JOAN WILL BE CLOSEST T0
RETURN TO JESUS AND B T
MARY INTO JOAN'S CARE (J0
OF ACTS AS AN APOSTOLIC

ESUS AS HE PRAYS IN THE GARDEN OF GET HSEM!\NE (MARK 14:33) JOAN WILL FLEE AS THE SOLDIERS COME BUT WILL
ETHE LONE DISCIPLE AT THE OOT O FTHE CROSS. JESUS WILL SPEAK TO HIM R M HE (ROSS AND ENTRUST HIS MOTHER
JOAN-19:75-77). JOAN WILL BE ONE OF THE F RST 10 SEE THE RESURRECT JOKNWILL BE NAMED IN THE B0OK
LEADER, PREACHER, MIRACLE R ER AND PERSECUTED FOLLOWER OF C HRIST

E THAT JOKN WAS ONE OF THE YOUNGEST OF JESUS™ V2 DISCIPLES. HE WILL WRITE HIS OWN EYEWITNESS BIOGRAPHY OF
SPEL OF JOHN." HE WILL WRITE AT LEAST THREE LETTERS TO THE CHURCH ALSO NAMED AFTER HIM (1, 2 & 3 JOKN). HE
I A

ND A DEEP THINKER AS HIS INSPIRED WRITINGS ARE FILLED WITH POETIC AND IMAGINATIVE LANGUAGE UNIQUE TO THE

MOST SCHOLARS
ES IS CALLED
EARS TO Bt
H ER GOSPEL

BELIEV
THE 60
EDUCAT
WRITERS
EVILLAGES OF GALILEE, AS REVELATION OPENS, WE ARE NEARING THE YEAR 90 AD. THE

RS HAS REACHED AND TOU(H D THE KNOWN WORLD. NO LONGER A SMALL AND INRE RD S (10
D AROUND THE ROMAN EMPIRE (AND BEYOND) AND ALONG WITH TS EXPANSION HAS PERS
DIE

VERSARIES.

ASID ESSAGE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS
i JEWISH BELIEVERS, THE CHURCH

EM
P
ECUTION FROM | EWISH OPPONENTS

£ StA
WE
Tt

IN FACT, MANY OF THE ORIGINAL DISCIPLES HAVE DIED, AND FEW FROM OLD AGE. AT THIS POINT, MOST OF THE ORIGINAL 17 HAVE BEEN
MARTYRED  INFACT, AFTER STEPHEN'S DEATH, JOAN'S BROTHER JAMES WAS ONE OF THE FIRST:

ACTS 17:1-7 - NOW ABOUT THAT TIME HEROD THE KING LAID HANDS ON SOME WHO BELONGED TO THE CHURCH IN ORDER TO MISTREAT
THEM. 7 AND HE HAD JAMES THE BROTHER OF JOKN PUT TO DEATH WITH A SWORD

I\ND YET JOHN, NOW AN OLD MAN, LIVES ON AS A FINAL T W

E
EMBER OF THE FIRST GENERATION OF CHRISTIANS. WE'LL .

MMOR ABOUT WHERE AND WHY JOBN 15 HERE HE 1S IN e TR _
THE WEEKS T0 COME. T NOW WE WILL TUN TO THE PEOPLE |y & 4 g5 o AR
RECEIVING THIS FRON JORN A

REVELATION 1:4 - T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

JORN 15 AODRESSING THI S MESSAGE (PERHAPS IN THE FORM OF o |

A LETTER) T0 THE "SEVEN CHURCHES THAT ARE IN ASIA." S0 g iy,

CHRPTE RSZ&MD NTIFY THESE SEVEN CHURCHES: EPHESUS 2 8 :

(2:1), SR NM ¢). PERGAMIN (2:12), THYATIRA (2:8), L | Ephesus oot N
SARDIS (3:1), PHILADELPHIA (3:7), A DLAODI( A (3 - 5’*’”055\@3 3 Laod,ceo‘;;jcolﬂgsfy'\,,,1
THESE AR HRH THAT WERE ESTRBLISHD I THE FIST R e Al b R 1
CENTURY AND ARE N0 AT THE 00D OF THE FBST Canby " parmos | g =, Jos G eI SO g e
NRVIGATING VAT 1T HEANS 10 BE A FOLLOVER 0F JESUS IN - fEF0) s Hadagrassity

THOSE DAYS. AND SO FIRST. REVELATION 15 A LETTER T0 THE ﬁ@*"%f COS—2=

CHURCHES, IN THE FASHION OF THE OTHER LETTERS OF THE NEW SR S

TESTAMENT 0D o o, 100,

T R“?}F
THIS 15 AN [MPORTANT ELENENT FOR US TO REMEMBER A WE  ©° fookm .y
BEGIN THIS STUDY. GOD 15 SENDING HIS MESSAGE THROUGH JORN TO THE CHURCHES OF ASIA
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REVELATION 1:4-7 - OPENING GREETINGS

REVELATION WAS WRITTEN TO REAL PEOPLE IN A REAL TOUGH SITUNTION.  THE 7 CHURCHES RECEIVING THIS LETTER ARE LIVING IN THE ROMAN
EMPIRE, LIKELY DURING THE REIGN OF DOMITIAN (€1-96 AD)

"THE ROMAN EMPIRE, POWERFUL IN MANY SENSES, EXERCISED ONE PARTICULAR POWER WHICH BECAME A CAUSE OF GREAT TRIALS TO THE
EARLY CHRISTIRNS.  THE ROWING PRACTICE OF "EMPEROR WORSHIP™ MEANT THAT AN INCREASING NUMBER OF THEM WERE REQUIRED
PUBLICLY, TO MAKE THE FATEFUL CHOICE BETWEEN CAESAR AND CHRIST. EVERY AGE HAS ITS EQUIVALENT TEST OF A CHRISTIAN'S TRUE
ALLEGIANCE: FOR THEM H MEANT ACTURL PERSECUTION AND THE THRE F\T OF MARTYRDOM. ™ (MICHAEL WILCOCK, "THE MESSAGE OF
REVELATION", PAGE 77)

ONE OF OUR APPROACHES AS WE READ THROUGH REVELATION WILL BE TO ASK NOT JUST “WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR US AND THE DAYS TO COME"
BUT “WHAT DID THIS MEAN FOR THEM RS THEY FIRST READ THIS IN THEIR WORLD?™ THE MODERN CHURCH'S APPROACH TO REVELATION HAS SADLY
BEEN 7O SUPERIMPOSE CURRENT EVENTS ON THE BOOK AS A SORT OF KEY CODE TO UNLOCK BIBLICAL PROPHECY. A DRAGON MUST MEAN RUSSIA. A
HORNET MUST BE A HELICOPTER  THE FAMOUSLY MYSTERIOUS "MARK OF THE BEAST™ MUST BE BARCODES, NO WAIT, CREDIT CARDS, NO WAIT, A
COMPUTER CHIP, NO WAIT, A VACCINE!

T THAT [MPLIES THAT THE BOOK OF REVELATION 1S FOR IS, AND NOT FOR THEM - AND THAT'S NOT ONLY SELF-FOCUSED. 1T°S ARROGANT Wt
VET0 APPRO (H REVELATION ASKING WHAT DID THIS MEAN FOR THEM, AND WHAT CAN WE TAKE AWAY FOR US IN LIGHT OF THAT ~ SURE, THERE
E COUNTLESS PROPHECIES AND PROMISES THAT WILL BE SPOKEN OF IN REVELATION, YET T0 8F FULFILLED FO

ANT SOMETHI It

bl
HAVE i

AR R US TODAY - BUT REVELATION ALSO
i NG FOR THE FIRST READERS WHICH WAS GIVEN TO THEM BY 60D TO HELP THEM

FTHE B00K OF REVELATION 1S ONLY ABOUT THE CURRENT EVENTS UNFOLDING IN THE 21ST CENTURY, THEN IT PROVIDED NO HOPE FOR THE

CHRISTIANS OF THE FIRST CENTURY.  AND THEY AFEDED HOPE

"RS THE EARLY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT GREW, A
WHAT WERE HIS PLANS FOR THE LITTLE CHURCH
PRRTICULAR, WHY WAS GOD ALLOWING FOLLOW
THE FASTEST GROWING “RELIGION™ OF THE TIM

URTHER QUESTIONS EMERGED. WHAT WAS GOD DOING NOW?
ITERRANEAN WORLD? WHERE WAS IT ALL GOING? IN
RSECUTION? WHAT LINE SHOULD THEY TAXE WHEN FACED WITH
CAESAR, THE ROMAN EMPERORT SHOULD THEY RESIST?”

ND DEVELOPED MOMEN i)
ES DOTTED AROUND THE ME
ERS OF 0 ESIS TO SUFFER P
E,

TUM, T
D THE MED
FFER 9T
NAMELY THE WORSHIP OF
(THESE CHRISTIANS) WOULD HAVE BEEN MOSTLY POOR, MEETING IN ONE ANOTHER'S HOMES. §Y CONTRAST, PEOPLE WERE BUILDING GRAND
AND EXPENSIVE TEMPLES FOR CAESRR AND HIS FAMILY IN VARIOUS CITIES, ERGER TO SHOW ROME HOW LOYAL THEY WERE. WHAT WOULD
JESUS AIMSELF SAY ABOUT THIS? DID 1T MEAN THAT, AFTER ALL, THE CHRISTIANS WERE WASTING THEIR TIME, FOLLOWING A CRUCIFIED
JEW RATHER THAN THE ONE WHO WAS RATHER OBVIOUSLY THE "LORD OF THE WORLD"™ (AKA CAESAR)? REVELATION IS WRITTEN TO SAY
"NO™ TO THAT QUESTION ™ (NT WRIGHT, REVELATION FOR EVERYONE, PAGES 3-4)
AND SO HOW APPROPRINTE THAT JOHN'
CREATOR GOD HIMSELF, YAHWEH, AND
RULER OF THE \(!NGSO HE EARTH. (R

S OPENING LINES SEND “GRACE AND PEACE. .. FROM HIM WHO 1S AND WHO WAS AND WHO IS TO COME™, THE
FROM JESUS CHRIST, THE FATTHEUL WITNESS, THE FIRSTRORN FROM THE DEAD, AND (TRUE AND ACTUAL)
i

LATION 1:4-5)

BEFORE JOHN REVEALS ANY PROPHECY, HE STARTS AT THE FOUNDATION - YARWEH 15 60D JESUS 1S KING, TO WHOM THE POWER AND HONOR
BELONGS.  AND WHAT OF THESE POOR AND PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS?

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon


https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

THEY ARE LOVED AND RELEASED FROM THEIR SINS BY CHRIST'S §LOOD (1:9)
THEY ARE KINGS AND PRIESTS TO 60D (1:6)
AND BEHOLD, CHRIST 1S COMING. .. AND EVERY EYE WILL SEE M (1:7)

THAT'S QUITE THE INTRODUCTION

AS WE BEGIN OUR (SLOW) JOURNEY THROUGH REVELATION, REMEMBER WHO 6OD IS AND WHAT HE'S DONE, REMEMBER THAT CHRIST LOVES YOU, HAS
DIED FOR YOU AND IS COMING RGRIN FOR YOU, AND REMEMBER THAT WHO YOU ARE AND WHAT YOUR FUTURE HOLDS IS BASED ON THAT REVELATION,
AND THAT REVELATION ALONE. [T YOU KNOW AND BELIEVE THE GOSPEL AND THAT GOD'S LOVE AND PRESENCE IS NERR, YOU CAN FACE THE DAYS

AHEAD WITH CONFIDENCE AND HOPE

WE READ, WE WILL LEARN THINGS, ASK NEW QUESTIONS, BE AMAZED BY AND GROW IN OUR FERR OF THE LORD.  THIS LETTER WILL HELP 1S BE
RE FAITHFUL TO CHRIST AND LOVING TO OTHERS. THIS JOURNEY THROUGH REVELATION IS NOT ONE WE NEED TO BE AFRAID OF, BUT ONE THAT

WILL BF A BLESSING - IF WE READ, HEAR AND HEED "THE WORDS OF THIS PROPHECY. .. AND THE THINGS IN'IT... FOR THE TIME IS NEAR'
(REVELATION 1:3)

RS
M0

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon


https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

