
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 9
Revelation 9:1-6 - First Woe - 5th Trumpet

When the fifth angel sounds John sees a “star which had fallen to the earth” given a key to the “bottomless pit”.  When this 
bottomless pit is opened, smoke billows up and the sun and air are darkened.  Immediately after this smoke comes up, locusts 
appear to cause havoc on the earth.  We will look at the locust in a moment.  But first let's consider a few details:

1 - The “star from heaven which had fallen” is not an object, it’s a person. Notice the end of verse 1 and start of verse 2 which 
say: “the key of bottomless pit given to him…he opened the bottomless pit.” (9:1b-2a)

2 - The phrase “bottomless pit” shows up 7x in Revelation. It is also translated “abyss” and it describes a deep and seemingly 
bottomless pit.  In each of the instances this word is used it describes the place where the devil or his representatives come from 
or are thrown into. It’s where “the beast” comes from (Revelation 11:7, 17:8).  It’s where the devil is cast for 1000 years 
(Revelation 20:1, 3).

Our “star” of this scene is a “fallen star” and though he leads the locust horde, we should notice that the key to this abyss is 
“given to him” (9:1) and that the locust, as powerful as they are are “given power” (9:3)  and “told” (9:4) and “not permitted to 
kill anyone (9:5).

There isn’t much in Scripture about the origin of the Devil/Satan but there seems to be enough evidence to conclude that the devil 
is a “fallen creature” - one that rebelled against the Creator and was cursed as a result (cp. Genesis 3).  Jesus says two 
things about this:

Luke 10:18 - And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 

John 12:31 - "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 

Later in Revelation, John will write:

Revelation 12:9 - And the great dragon was thrown down (from heaven), the serpent of old who is called the devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him

.
So, it is possible that this “fallen star” is the devil and he will be used to bring torment to the earth during this period of 
“woe”.  If that is the correct interpretation, we will see his slimy fingerprints all over this chapter.

During this first “woe” which begins an enhanced form of judgment upon the earth, locusts appear, but not locusts which will 
eat plants and vegetation as usual - these locusts are given power to hurt and torment humans who had not been marked with 
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the “seal of God on their foreheads (v. 4)” (which was given in Revelation 7.)  They will inflict pain on their victims - but their 
victims will not die as a result of the locusts.  In one of the most frightening verses in Scripture we read:

“And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.” (Revelation 9:6)

The scorpion sting-like pain from the locusts will last for 5 months.  The only thing that would bring relief from this torture 
like pain would be death, and yet death will “flee” meaning these people will not die, even though they long to.

The first “woe” plague is a flashback to the (8th) plague of locust in Egypt:

Exodus 10:12-15 - Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they 
may come up on the land of Egypt and eat every plant of the land, even all that the hail has left." 13 So Moses 
stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD directed an east wind on the lan1d all that day and all 
that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14 The locusts came up over all the land of 
Egypt and settled in all the territory of Egypt; they were very numerous. There had never been so many locusts, nor 
would there be so many again. 15 For they covered the surface of the whole land, so that the land was darkened; and 
they ate every plant of the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Thus nothing green was left on 
tree or plant of the field through all the land of Egypt.

The locust of Egypt completely destroyed the crops and greenery of Egypt.  The locusts were so prevalent that the land was 
darkened by their swarms!

Revelation 6:7-11, 12 - Description of the Locust

John tries to describe what these locust swarms look like. His describes them in the following ways:

 Like horses prepared for battle (9:7)
 They appear to have faces like men, with hair like women, teeth like lions and they wear crowns like gold on their heads 

(9:7-8)
 Breastplates like iron.  As their wings flutter is sounds like chariots of many horses running to battle (9:9)
 Tails like scorpions which stink and the poison in their sting hurts a person for five months (9:10)

The king of these terrifying locusts is the same “angel” who has the key to the abyss (9:1-2, 11).  His name is “destroyer” and it 
is known in both Hebrew & Greek (Hebrew: Abaddon, Greek: Apollyon).  If this locust king is the devil, “destroyer” is indeed a 
good name to describe this pest.

Revelation 6:13-19 - The Second Woe - 6th Trumpet

The sounding of this 6th trumpet calls for the releasing of 4 angels who are described as being “bound at the great river 
Euphrates”.  These angels are tasked with killing “a third of mankind”.
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The order for the release of these destroying angels comes from the area of the golden altar which is before God (v. 13), in other 
words, this command is emanating from God as opposed to some accidental release of this destruction. 

It is likely that these four angels are the four angels we read about previously in Revelation 7.

Revelation 7:1-3 - After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds 
of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel 
ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four 
angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees 
until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads."

When we met these 4 angels in chapter 7 we read that they were ready to bring judgment upon the earth but were told to wait 
until the bond-servants of God had been sealed, which is described in the rest of that chapter. Chapter 8 then begins to tell of 
the judgment upon the earth that begins with each trumpet sounding.  The initial judgments primarily affect the natural elements 
(trees and land, oceans and water, etc). But these “woes” are directly targeting humanity, and these 4 angels that had been 
waiting for their “hour and day and month and year…(9:15)”

Joining these 4 angels is a massive army.  Here are some of the details:

 Army of horsemen, 200,000,000 in number!
 Riders with armor colored “fiery red and dark blue and yellow” (Revelation 9:17, NLT).
 Heads of the horses are like lions, tails like serpents (with heads on the tails)
 Fire, smoke, brimstone coming out of their mouth

The power of this army is primarily from its mouth - which is mentioned repeatedly in verses 17, 18 & 19. The “fire, smoke and 
brimstone” coming out of their mouths are referred to as 3 plagues which cause the death of ⅓ of mankind.  Secondly the power 
comes from their tails - their tails have heads and are like serpents.

This imagery supports the view that the devil is a part of this chaos.  The use of “mouth” in prophetic literature is consistently 
representative of the words that are spoken.  The words spoken by these angelic/demonic forces are very destructive and deadly - 
like fire, smoke and brimstone.  And the second source of power is from their tails which are like “serpents” which is a 
predominant descriptor of the devil from the beginning.

What does this all mean and how does this all work? There’s more to discover here I am sure.  But the simple take away is that 
the forces of evil are wreaking havoc on humanity - the devil and his demonic army is terrorizing and tormenting men and women 
resulting in their death

Revelation 9:20-21 - How Will The World Respond?

Can you even imagine? As God’s judgment comes upon the earth including the death of ⅓ of humanity, those who remain, watching 
this unfold are unchanged in their hearts.  They decide to continue to live for themselves and worship demons and idols (v. 20).  
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As a result of the devastating locust plague in Egypt, Pharaoh had a remarkable reaction:

Exodus 10:16-19 - Then Pharaoh hurriedly called for Moses and Aaron, and he said, "I have sinned against the LORD your 
God and against you. 17 "Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and make supplication to the LORD your 
God, that He would only remove this death from me." 18 He went out from Pharaoh and made supplication to the LORD. 19 So 
the LORD shifted the wind to a very strong west wind which took up the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea; not one 
locust was left in all the territory of Egypt.

Pharoah confesses that he has sinned “against Yahweh and against you… (Exodus 10:16)” and though this mindset would be 
short lived, it was the right reaction to such devastation.

Yet, in the future as judgment and torment breaks out upon the earth, humans do not realize their sin or their frailty or their 
inability to beat death and refuse to acknowledge their creator as God.

Remember, when the seals are broken and it became clear that judgment was coming, the humans on the earth said:

Revelation 6:15-17 (NLT) - Then everyone-- the kings of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the wealthy, the powerful, 
and every slave and free person-- all hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they 
cried to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the throne and from 
the wrath of the Lamb. 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to survive?"

We are reading in Revelation a prophetic vision of this day of judgment upon the earth. Christ has not returned yet, but final 
cataclysmic things are going to happen on the earth which are signs of his nearness and the shortness of time for men to turn 
away from their sin and repent.

Even in this terrifying chapter we see mercy - in the midst of judgment, mercy is present.  As we saw in previous chapters, not 
everyone is killed.  Many, most in fact (⅔) are spared.  The torment of the locust is unbelievable, but it is shortened (5 
months).  And most merciful to humanity perhaps is that none of this has happened yet - it is written beforehand to wake us up.

And yet, though mercy longs to triumph over judgment - it does not when it is not accepted and embraced. The world is being 
invited to believe and be saved, and yet it will say “no” right to mercy’s face.

If this is troubling to you, it is because you are realizing what is at stake.  It should trouble you.  And it should bring you to 
your knees for the world. 
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