
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 8
Why hasn’t Jesus returned? Because of God’s mercy.  We saw in the last chapter that God has withheld judgment on the earth 
(symbolized by 4 angels holding back the 4 winds of the earth) until the sealing of the “bond servants of God (7:3).”  Ultimately 
the answer to “Why hasn’t Jesus returned?” is tied to God’s desire to save people.  Jesus comes and judgment begins when the full 
number of people that will be saved is reached.

In the meantime God’s people wait and suffer and die as God’s work to draw men and women back to Him through the gospel 
continues.  But once that day has come, the trumpets will begin to sound.

Whereas the opening of the seals relate to general things that happen before Christ comes back, the trumpets correlate to 
specific things that will happen directly before his coming.  We know this because the 7th and final trumpet signals his return - 
but we’ve got some hills to climb before then - the 7th trumpet doesn’t sound until Revelation 11:15.

But before we move forward, we must look backwards.  Critical to understanding the sounding of the trumpets and the judgment 
that is beginning in Revelation 8, is the story of the children of Israel’s final days as slaves in Egpyt and the time when God 
brought His judgment upon Egypt through 10 plagues (recorded in Exodus 7-12).  God’s people had been unjustly enslaved in Egypt 
for many years and through Moses, God was going to rescue and redeem His people and lead them to the promised land.

Egypt’s ruler Pharaoh and the people of the land receiving free manual labor are not happy about this and refuse to let the 
Israelites go. So the God of Abraham (Yahweh) sends a series of plagues to Egypt to judge and humble the nation, which in turn 
will release the Israelites.  Through these plagues, Yahweh was teaching Egypt (and Israel) who He was.  He could have simply 
destroyed the nation in one act, but through these plagues He not only taught the nation who he was, but was showing them 
mercy.  (SEE CHART on plagues)

The judgment upon Egypt was God’s judgment on the system and ways of humans.  Egypt represented the best of humanity in 
achievement and knowledge and yet with all their advancements they chose to worship idols and the creation rather than the 
creator.  Humanity has repeated this foolishness ever since.

And as a result of humanity’s rebellion, judgment is coming.  For those who turn to Christ, the judgment of God has already been 
meted out on their behalf on the cross.  Jesus died to pay for our sin, so that we do not have to.  But if you have not turned to 
Christ in faith, you are responsible to pay the penalty of your sin which is ultimately death.  And so before the end of this age, 
judgment is coming upon the earth.  Before that day, or before our final day, may we find the mercy of God and be “passed over” 
when judgment comes.

What we saw in Exodus is paralleled in Revelation through the sounding of the trumpets in these chapter.  Judgment is coming.  
And yet even in judgment, there is mercy.
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The end goal of the plagues in Egypt is described below.  The end goal of the sounding of the trumpets is not far off this either:

Exodus 7:4-5 (NLT) - Even then Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you. So I will bring down my fist on Egypt. Then I will rescue 
my forces-- my people, the Israelites-- from the land of Egypt with great acts of judgment. 5 When I raise my powerful hand 
and bring out the Israelites, the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD."

Revelation 8:1-2 - The Seventh Seal Is Broken

We’re looking at an extension of the same vision that we started with in Revelation 4.  The heavenly scene of worship and praise 
followed by the lament that no one was worthy to open the seals on the great scroll, followed by the celebration of the lamb 
being found worthy followed by the opening of the seals (1-6) in chapter 6.  Now the 7th and final seal is opened and along with 
silence, seven angels are seen with seven trumpets.  Revelation 8 will begin to describe the sounding of these seven trumpets and 
what happens as a result of each.

Silence?  Interesting twist. Maybe to contrast the sound that is going to be made.  Sometimes yelling “HEY!’ gets everyone’s 
attention, sometimes being quiet does too.

Zechariah 2:13 - "Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD; for He is aroused from His holy habitation."

Zephaniah 1:7 (NET) - Be silent before the Lord GOD, for the LORD's day of judgment is almost here. The LORD has prepared a 
sacrificial meal; he has ritually purified his guests.

Revelation 8:3-5 - Angels, Altars & Earthquakes

Before the first angel sounds its trumpet, we are brought back to the heavenly altar which appeared in Revelation 6:9-11.  It 
was at this altar we saw the faithful saints ask “how long will you refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth.” 

This altar seems to represent the place where God meets with his people.  This is where questions are asked of Him and prayers 
ascend to him.  At this moment, as prayers ascend to God on the throne, the angel adds “much incense” to the prayers. 

Burning incense would result in pleasant smells.  The prayers and the smoke of the incense join together as they rise to God - 
indicating that the prayers of the saints are pleasing to God.

The next thing that John sees after the incense laden prayers arise to God is that fire is thrown down from this altar to the 
earth.  Could it be that the judgment upon the earth is beginning in response to the prayers of the saints?

The saints asked: how long till the judgment comes?  And as their prayers arise, at last it is time.  And with this fireworks 
display, the first angel is about to blow his trumpet.
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A couple things to pay attention to before we hear the trumpets:

1 - Why trumpets?  Trumpets were at times used in praise and to signal national announcements, but primarily trumpets were 
blown to signal warnings and alerts.  In the Old Testament they were associated with judgment.  The first usage of “trumpet” is 
when God appeared in smoke and thunder on Mt. Sinai.  The priests were to blow trumpets during war (Numbers 10:9).  Consider this 
well known passage from Joel:

Joel 2:1-2 - Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
For the day of the LORD is coming; Surely it is near, 2 A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness. As 
the dawn is spread over the mountains, So there is a great and mighty people; There has never been anything like it, Nor will 
there be again after it To the years of many generations.

2 - All of the things that happen because of the trumpets emanate from the Creator through His creation.  These are not wars 
among people or ethnic strife - it will be clear that these things are coming from heaven, meaning judgment from God and not a 
result of something humans are doing - these events describe things falling from the skies and boiling up from beneath the earth.

Revelation 8:6-7 - The First Trumpet Sounds

Hail and fire, mixed with blood - As a result of the hail and fire, a third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees, and 
all green grass was burned. 

Exodus 9:23-25 - Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the 
earth. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt. 24 So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the 
hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 The hail struck all that was in 
the field through all the land of Egypt, both man and beast; the hail also struck every plant of the field and shattered 
every tree of the field.

Revelation 8:8-9 - The Second Trumpet Sounds

Something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea.  A third of the sea became blood and a third of the 
creatures of the sea died and a third of the ships were destroyed.  Perhaps this is describing a volcanic event.

Exodus 7:19-21 - Then the LORD said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, 'Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of 
Egypt, over their rivers, over their streams, and over their pools, and over all their reservoirs of water, that they may 
become blood; and there will be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.'" 20 
So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD had commanded. And he lifted up the staff and struck the water that was in the Nile, 
in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood. 21 The 
fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. And the 
blood was through all the land of Egypt.
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Revelation 8:10-11 - The Third Trumpet Sounds 

A great star falls from heaven (burning like a torch) and it fell on a third of the rivers and on springs of waters, resulting in 
bitter water which causes many people to die.  Perhaps this is describing a meteorite.  A result of this crashing object from 
heaven is the waters becoming undrinkable and people dying as a result.  Water is such an integral part of life and flourishing.

During the plague of blood in egypt, besides the wildlife dying, the waters became undrinkable.

Wormwood is a plant found in the middle east and north africa which is “moderately poisonous”.  Web MD says that “its oil 
contains the chemical thujone, which may be poisonous. The thujone in wormwood oil excites the central nervous system and can 
cause seizures and other adverse effects. Other chemicals in wormwood might decrease swelling (Source: 
webmd.com/vitamins/ai/ingredientmono-729/wormwood).”

Revelation 8:12 - The Fourth Trumpet Sounds

A third of the sun, moon and stars are struck so that there is darkness (during day and night).

Exodus 10:21-23 - Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness over the 
land of Egypt, even a darkness which may be felt." 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick 
darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three 
days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their dwellings.

Through the first 4 trumpets, all realms of the earth are affected: the land/trees, the sea, the rivers and the sky. The judgment 
of God is pervasive.

Revelation 8:13 - An Eagle’s Announcement

The first 4 trumpets are sounded and there’s a brief pause and the appearance of a flying eagle with a loud voice.  This eagle 
announces to the earth a warning of “woe” because of “the remaining blasts of the trumpets”.  The next two trumpets will have 
a more precise focus on killing humans on the earth rather than general natural calamity.   In other words, things are about to 
get worse and so a warning announcement is made.

As for the appearance of an eagle, some commentators have noted that the Greek word for “eagle” is the same word for 
“vulture”.  As we know vultures circle when death is imminent.  Nevertheless, whether eagle or vulture, a strong and wide 
winged bird is described, able to fly about to declare this announcement.

Closing Points : One common pattern is seen through these first 4 trumpets and it is the repeating of “one third” of various 
things being affected after a trumpet is sounded. Why only a third?  Mercy.  We read these things and think “how terrible! A 
third of the trees are burned!” but is it not true that ⅔ of the trees are not burned?  And those who are seeing these things 
unfold would do well to humble themselves and take stock of their lives which will have been revealed as so fragile?
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When Yahweh brought his plagues upon Egypt, he used small elements of his creation to humble the greatest nation of its time. 
Their gods were exposed as weak and helpless against Yahweh’s power.  It was Yahweh’s way of declaring to Egypt that He alone 
is God.  They worshiped the sun god, and yet Yahweh caused thick darkness upon all of Egypt except where his people lived.  They 
worshiped gods of the Nile river and Yahweh was able to turn the great river into blood.

What do you do when you see the things that you have trusted in and relied on fall and crumble?  You can dig in and shake your 
fist angrily at heaven or you can humble yourself under the mighty hand of God.  So as these first trumpets sound and bring the 
first wave of judgment upon the earth, what will those who oppose the true God choose to do?  Complain that a third of the trees 
are gone or be grateful that they were not destroyed all together.

2 Peter 3:9 (NLT) - The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your 
sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

So how does the description of these events, likely still to happen in our future, bring help or hope to the first century 
Christians reading this?  That’s a good question which likely has much depth to explore.

But one thing can be taken away for them, and for us.  This chapter describes God’s coming judgment upon the people and systems 
of this evil age.  The first century Christians were living in a time of persecution and suffering with real and pressing 
challenges.  They longed to be rescued and avenged.  They asked and wondered “how long O LORD…” while they endured and kept 
the faith.

This chapter begins, with vivid detail, to describe the coming judgment upon the earth.  And so while the specific answer to the 
question of “when” or what is the “day or hour” of the coming of Christ is not given - the church would be comforted that the 
day will come.  Judgment and vengeance on God’s enemies is appointed and God is faithful to his word, even to His word to bring 
judgment.

And so the first audience would read John’s description and know that they can stay hold fast because the end is coming.  
Whether it came in their lifetime or not was not their concern.  It was God’s place to bring judgment, not theirs.  And as we read 
this vision today, we can hold fast because the end is coming.  Whether it comes in our lifetime or not is not our concern.  It is 
God’s place to bring judgment, not ours.

Deuteronomy 32:35 (NLT) - I will take revenge; I will pay them back. In due time their feet will slip. Their day of disaster will 
arrive, and their destiny will overtake them.'

2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 (NLT) - Dear brothers and sisters, we can't help but thank God for you, because your faith is 
flourishing and your love for one another is growing. 4 We proudly tell God's other churches about your endurance and 
faithfulness in all the persecutions and hardships you are suffering. 5 And God will use this persecution to show his justice 
and to make you worthy of his Kingdom, for which you are suffering. 6 In his justice he will pay back those who persecute you. 
7 And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will 
come with his mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who don't know God and on those who refuse to obey 
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the Good News of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his 
glorious power. 10 When he comes on that day, he will receive glory from his holy people-- praise from all who believe. And this 
includes you, for you believed what we told you about him. 11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to 
live a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do. 12 
Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way you live, and you will be honored along with him. This is 
all made possible because of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.
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