
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 7
As we worked through our last chapter, we saw that Revelation 6 parallels much of what Jesus taught his disciples in Matthew 
24 (Luke 21, Mark 13). Matthew 24 is in many ways a key to unlock Revelation 6.Revelation 6 visually represented with opening 
seals and galloping horses the trouble the earth has seen as we wait for the return of Christ.  False Christs (white horse), war 
& human conflict (red horse), inequality and famine (black horse) and death and the grave (pale horse) are all things that Christ 
told his disciples would happen until he returns.  Chapter 6 tells of the opening of the first 6 of the 7 seals of the scroll that 
first appeared in chapter 5.

In the midst of this revealing two questions are asked.  First, the question from God’s waiting people: “how long, O Lord, holy 
and true, will you refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 6:10).”  The wicked 
of the earth ask “who is able to stand in the day of the great wrath of Him who sits on the throne and the lamb (6:16-17).”

And so we arrive at Revelation 7 which serves as a bit of an interlude before the opening of the 7th and final seal in Revelation 
8.  Revelation 7-8 is going to move us closer to an answer to the first question asked regarding “how long?”.

Ultimately the deep longing of God’s people is related to understanding when Christ will come to bring judgment on the wicked 
and salvation and vindication to the righteous. The question “how long” is a good and right question to ask as we look around 
and see evil and wickedness thrive and increase. When terrible things happen in this world - injustice, war, corruption, the 
slaughter of elementary school children - we should wonder “why?” and “how long?”

Revelation 6:11 foreshadowed the answer to this question:

And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be 
completed also.

There is something that still must happen before the return of Christ. Revelation 7 will tell us what it is we are all waiting 
for.

Revelation 7:1-3

There seems to be a tension that is present between God’s plan to bring judgment upon the earth and His plan to rescue and 
vindicate his people. If he brings judgment before his people are protected they can be collateral damage.  So he is waiting.  But 
he is also identifying who his people are through this sealing process. 

“John sees four angels charged to hold back those winds of judgment until all of God's servants have received his seal. 
"The seal of the living God" evokes a picture of a royal signet ring by which kings authenticated documents or marked 
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ownership of an item (see note on John 6:27). This seal is the name of the Lamb and of God (Rev. 14:1), a gift promised to 
all who conquer by faith (3:12).” (ESV Study Bible, Revelation 7:1-3)

The idea of a mark is found in other places in scripture as an obvious identifier of those who are God’s (or not) and those who are 
to be spared (or not).  Think of the blood that was put over the doorways of the Israelites in Egypt on the night of the passover 
(Exodus 12) or a vision of an “X” being made by an angel on the heads of people who didn’t worship idols in Jerusalem during 
Ezekiel’s day (Ezekiel 9:4-6).  The idea is that this is something that God sees indicating that he knows those who are his.

“The created order needs to be purified, it seems, in this case by a violent wind which will scorch the earth, stir up the sea and 
uproot trees. Like the other symbols of divine judgment, these images from the natural world are taken symbolically in terms of 
the great shaking that will pass through the whole world of human affairs as God's judgments start to take hold. While that is 
about to happen, God's people need to be reassured that they will come safely through, marked on their foreheads with the special 
seal that declares that they belong to God and are not to be harmed…(this does not mean however, as we will see) that they 
will escape suffering. (NT Wright, “Revelation For Everyone”, page 70)

God is withholding his wrath and judgment until those who are his are marked out and identified by Him.  This doesn’t just mean 
the final group of people in the “end times” but generally speaking the full number of people that will be saved or as Revelation 
6:11 said “the complete number”.  And what is that full or complete number?  We read on.

Revelation 7:4-8 - 144,000

This is a passage which is the subject of much speculation and discussion.  Let’s do our best to understand it originally and 
logically.

First off we should be mindful of the parallels that are unfolding between the Revelation visions and the Children of Israel’s 
final days in Egypt.  We will read in the next chapters that God’s judgment is going to come in the form of various plagues, just 
like in Exodus.  A number of these plagues were experienced by both Egyptians and Israelites. However, the final plague in Egypt 
was the death of the first born, a plague which the Israelites were universally spared from, provided they placed the blood of a 
lamb on their doorposts.  The wrath of God is coming to the earth and the entire earth is going to be affected - however, God’s 
people will be spared from the ultimate consequences of the troubles, namely death and judgment.

So we’re reading now about the people being sealed and thus spared from the judgment of death to come.  And we read of 12,000 
members of “every tribe of the sons of Israel”, equaling 144,000 in all.  Some suggest that this is an exact number of Jews that 
will be spared as a remnant in the last days.

However, there are some holes in that theory.  First off, the actual listing of the twelve tribes is unusual.  It’s not listed in 
birth order (Reuben was firstborn, not Judah), Joseph is mentioned but so is one of his sons (Manasseh), one of the tribes is missing 
altogether (Dan)!

As we have said in other places, Revelation uses numbers and symbols from the Bible to represent things that are happening in the 
overall plan of God.  Throughout history there are more than 144,000 people who have been saved.  And why would there be a 
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12,000 person cap on the tribes of Israel that are going to be saved? And why isn’t anyone from the tribe of Dan saved? And 
what about Ephriam?

Could it be that this number represents this concept of the “complete number” that was already referenced in 6:11.  There is a 
number of God’s bond-servants (7:3) and it’s a perfect and complete number (like the idea of 12 x 12 communicates).  And with 
that we are beginning to get close to the answer to the question: “what are we waiting for?”  We are waiting for the complete 
number of God’s eternal people to be saved.  And the point of these chapters is that, there is still more work to be done.

There will be biological descendants of Abraham that will be saved before the end of the age.  Paul expresses his heart for the 
national Israel in Romans 11.  He writes that God is working to save the literal descendants of Israel - through the gospel, 
opening their eyes of Jesus as Messiah.  He reminds the Gentiles not to get arrogant as if they have replaced them as God’s chosen 
people.  But Paul also believed that God’s chosen people were not people marked out by ethnicity or culture, but those who have 
faith in Christ and have received the holy spirit - regardless of background.

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. (Romans 8:14)

Another helpful textual note about the identity of this sealed number whether a literal 144,000 or a symbolic number of 
completeness - Revelation 7:3 simply stated who it was that was getting sealed:

Revelation 7:3 - Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on 
their foreheads."

The group getting sealed is the “bond-servants of God.”  That is a label generally applied to God’s people in general.  The group 
that is getting sealed are God’s bond-servants, not just a select group of Jewish believers.

Finally, the listing of the 144,000 is what John “hears”, but as we will see in the next section, he is going to “see” something 
next which helps bolster the thinking that this is likely a representative figure of the full and complete number of God’s people 
that will be saved.

Revelation 7:9-12 - What John Sees

We get a picture into the great multitude of God’s people worshiping and praising Him for his salvation.  It appears that this 
great multitude is standing eager to celebrate the work of salvation completed by God (he who sits on the throne) and the lamb.  
As a result of their celebration, the heavenly court of Revelation 4-5 rejoins to worship!

This group is what John “sees” after hearing of the 12,000 x 12 count.  Ultimately the number of people saved is a great 
multitude and not just 144,000.  In fact as John sees this he records that it was a great multitude which “no one could count” 
and made up of people from “every nation and all tribes, peoples and tongues”. So now this number, initially described through 
the lens of the tribes of Israel (God’s first chosen people), is now from every nation and all tribes, the collective of God’s chosen 
people in the end.
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Revelation 7:13-17 

The chapter is continuing to identify the people “sealed.”  Here’s what we’ve gleaned:

1 - the bond servants of God to be rescued from the wrath (7:1-3)
2 - a perfect number of God’s people (7:4-8)
3 - a large number from every nation, tribe and tongue (7:9-13)
4 - and this number is made up of the people who have overcome and endured through the ages, and particularly in the 
difficult times to come. (7:14-17)

The text reminds the reader (those who are and will suffer tribulation) that there is a reward in the end for those who 
overcome.  But the text is also reminding them (and us) that there is trouble to come and our lives might be on the line.  These 
two things must be held in balance.  There is trouble, but there is reward.  There is pain, but there is healing. There is 
martyrdom, but there is eternal life and reward.

This is something that Jesus told us already and now we are hearing it again in Revelation.  Matthew 24 told us that there 
would be a “great tribulation” before he returned and that in the days before he comes, his people would suffer and be killed:

Matthew 24:9 - "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations 
because of My name.

Mark 13:12-13 - "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents 
and have them put to death. 13 "You will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he will 
be saved.

Luke 21:16-19 - "But you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put 
some of you to death, 17 and you will be hated by all because of My name. 18 "Yet not a hair of your head will perish. 19 
"By your endurance you will gain your lives.

John 16:1-4 -  "These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2 "They will make you outcasts 
from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 3 
"These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 4 "But these things I have spoken to you, so 
that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. 

So why is this happening?  Why is God waiting?  The answer has been woven into this text all along.  The total number of people 
to be saved and know God’s mercy hasn’t come.

Here’s how Peter answers this important question: 
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2 Peter 3:1-15 - This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind 
by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of 
the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.

3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 
and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from 
the beginning of creation."

5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the 
earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with 
water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men.8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.  

9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish 
but for all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by 
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens 
and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 
and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation;

We long for Christ to come, but until he does it is a chance for people to be saved. Why hasn’t he come, because there are more 
who God loves and doesn’t wish to perish.  As much as we wrestle with the longing for Christ to return, we ought to rejoice that 
he did not come when Revelation was first written, or else we would not be saved.  Or if he had come before you heard and 
believed the gospel - for you would not be saved.  And this truth should motivate us to not just long for the kingdom to come, 
but also to speak the message so that the total number may be completed and Christ may come.

We long for Christ to return and there will be hard days ahead.  But fear not, there is reward in the end and the delay of the 
king is because he loves the world and longs for them to turn back to him.

And so while we wait we may suffer.  We may be killed for our witness.

But that is not the end of the story.  The end of the story is that the lamb overcomes and we will be shepherded by him into life 
everlasting.  It is well worth living for him today.
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