
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 6
As we turn to Revelation 6, let's remember one of the ideas that is guiding our study of Revelation. We believe that Revelation 
was written at the end of the 1st century and it was written to a real group of christians living during a tumultuous time.  
They needed hope, they needed comfort, they needed answers.  And so, as we read revelation, we want to consider what these 
passages meant for the first Christians reading the letter, before we jump to what it means for us. It will be tempting to jump to 
conclusions that are only relevant to our time and future - but that wouldn’t provide hope for the Christians reading this letter 
from John (and Jesus) who really needed hope.

Remember, we’re on the heels of Revelation 4-5 in which we were invited to the heavenly throne room scene of Jesus being 
proclaimed “worthy to open the book and its seven seals”, because he had overcome by being slain (5:5, 9).   The scene is going to 
shift from the worship to the work of opening the seals.  As we discussed last time, this book/scroll is representative of the work 
and purposes of God which must be completed.  Unless the worthy one opens the seals, the rest of history remains stuck.  Now that 
Christ has overcome and proven worthy to open the seals, we can discover what is next.

The 4 living creatures before the throne will serve as guides through the opening of the seals. They are going to introduce us to 
4 riders on 4 horses. These 4 horsemen are representative of human suffering and worldly trouble. Though startling in their 
appearance and purpose they are functioning in ways we are familiar with from scripture and life in general. (Ex: war, famine, 
death).

There is an old Testament passage that we should reference as well.  It’s Zechariah 6.  In this chapter the prophet Zechariah sees 
4 horses pulling 4 chariots of various colors. The chariots are being sent by God to patrol the earth, to travel around the “4 
corners of the earth” doing things that God commands.  These horses in Zechariah are red, black, white and “dappled gray”.  So 
Bible readers would likely be drawn back to that passage.  But for our purposes today, we will actually begin in with Jesus.

Matthew 24:3-14, 29-31

This is Jesus’ most complete teaching on the things that will happen and develop after his ascension and before his return. As we 
know from Scripture and history, these things happened and happen.  When we read this teaching from Christ, we’d be mistaken to 
think that these things are just going to happen right before his return as king - for we see these things unfolding over the 
centuries.  Before we move to Revelation 6, let's highlight some of the things Jesus says will happen:

1 - False Teachers, False Christs, Misleading Many (v. 4-5, 11, 23-27)
2 - War, National & Ethnic Conflict (v. 6-7)
3 - Famine, Earthquakes and other natural calamities which will affect the world (v. 7b) (including the sun & moon 
being darkened, and the stars and heaven being shaken (v. 29-30)).
4 - Death (because of human conflict, because of disasters, because of judgment).
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And sprinkled through Matthew 24 is the warning that there will be trouble for those who follow Jesus, but that there will be 
deliverance in the end for those who stay faithful until the end (v. 13).  Eventually the nations who have not turned to Christ 
will mourn and he will return to rescue his people.  In fact Jesus says:

Matthew 24:22 (NIV) - "If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those 
days will be shortened.

Jesus tells us in a pretty straightforward way how things are going to be until he returns.  With this in our mind, let’s join the 
vision of John, already in progress…

Revelation 6:1-2 - Seal 1: White Horse

White horse. Rider had bow, wearing crown. He went out conquering and to conquer.

This is the first horse seen.  There are two interpretations of this horse.  The first, a positive interpretation, thinks of this 
white horse like the white horse Jesus will appear on in Revelation 19.  This interpretation proposes that before we consider the 
trouble the world faces, we remember that the gospel has gone out to conquer and overcome.  We believe that and perhaps this is 
what this means.

But there is another interpretation for us to consider. The other three horses are all bringing about evil and troubling results.  
This rider on a white horse is conquering but the text doesn’t identify the rider as Jesus (nor does he have a sword).  Is it 
possible that this white horse and its rider that is having success and conquering is someone that appears to be like Christ, but 
is not - a representative of the false christs and the misleading spirit that would saturate the world?  We know that Jesus said 
that before any war or earthquakes - his disciples should be alert and awake because there would be many who would come, 
claiming to be the Christ, but being false.  Looking and sounding like him who is the conquering king, but only a second rate 
version and counterfeit.

May the Lord give us understanding.

Revelation 6:3-4 - Seal 2: Red Horse

Red horse. Rider takes peace from the earth, men would slay one another. Great sword given to 
him. 
 
This horse is creating conflict, war and strife.

Revelation 6:5-6 - Seal 3: Black Horse

Black horse. Rider had a pair of scales. Voice from center of living creatures “a quart of wheat for a denarius and three quarts 
of barley for a denarius, and do not damage the oil and wine.” (v. 6)
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Denarius equals a days pay.  Normally the price of wheat & barley would not be this high.  ESV Study Bible says “A heavenly 
voice comments on the scales' significance, citing inflated grain prices (8 to 10 times normal).”

Revelation 6:6 (NLT) - And I heard a voice from among the four living beings say, "A loaf of wheat bread or three loaves 
of barley will cost a day's pay. And don't waste the olive oil and wine."

So things one needs for everyday life are hard to come by but things that you don’t need to survive, but are enjoyable as a 
luxury are prevalent.  Pastor Matt Chandler comments on this verse by saying that the world “has nothing they need but 
everything they don’t need”.  This horse is overseeing scarcity, injustice, famine, inequality amongst the nations.

Revelation 6:7-8 - Seal 4: Pale Horse

Ashen horse (sickly pale). Rider named “Death”. Hades (second rider?) is following with him.  Authority given to these 
riders over a forth of the earth, to kill with sword and famine and pestilence and by wild 
beasts. 
 

Death is the great enemy of humanity and Hades is the greek word for “the grave” which is where one goes after death.  Death is 
chasing all the world and the grave is not too far behind.

The 4 Horses & Their Riders

These horses and riders are present in Human history. In fact these four have influence and affect human history. The conditions 
that they bring with them are not just something for the future, or the end times. They have been a part of the human story since 
very early on. And our brothers and sisters of the first century church have experienced and will experience these.

Remember these four horses are released after four seals are open on the book/scroll that was representative of human history 
and God’s story.  The things described here that come with the 4 horses are very closely aligned to what we read in Matthew 24 
where Jesus tells us what the world will be like until he returns.  This is what John is seeing now, symbolically communicated 
through horses and riders bringing these things throughout the world.  In Matthew 24, we read that these difficult things and 
difficult times would come and that the people of God would have to endure to the end.  Let’s see what John sees next.

Revelation 6:9-11 - Seal 5: Cry Of The Saints

John sees underneath the altar the souls of those who have been slain because of the gospel and because of the testimony which 
they maintained.  These “souls” cry out “how long Lord, holy and true, will you refrain from judging and avenging our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?”

Those souls who cried this were given white robes and are told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number 
of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been would be completed also.
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When we read Matthew 24, Jesus said that his people would have a lot of trouble.  There would be difficulty and even death.

Matthew 24:9 ESV - "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name's sake.

But what did Christ tell his disciples to do during this time as evil increased in the earth?

Matthew 24:13 - "But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.

He tells his disciples that there will be an end to the troubles and then he begins to tell them the specific things that will 
happen before he returns.  He describes celestial shiftings and natural cataclysm that will precede his arrival as conquering 
king and judge.

Revelation 6:12-17 - Seal 6

Great earthquake Sun became black, moon became like blood (red). Stars fell, like unripe figs falls from tree during 
great wind.  Sky rolled back like a scroll Kings of the earth, great men, commanders, rich and strong - and every slave 
and free men hid in caves and among rocks.

These individuals long to die or at least be hidden, calling for the rocks to fall on them and hide them from the one who sits on 
the throne and from the wrath of the lamb;  They say that the day of “their great wrath has come” and ask “who can stand it?”, 
or “who is able to survive” (NLT).

This is a significant line to give clarity on this section.  It’s as if we have been distracted by the seals and horsemen and are 
reminded to look back at the one on the throne.  This vision of judgment is from the LORD and from his Christ.  For the Christians 
reading this vision, they would have been familiar with the trials and tribulations that the human race has been facing (war, 
death, famine, natural disasters, etc), and specifically with the difficulty that comes with being a follower of Jesus.  

Rome is in power, evil men are increasing, rich people are exploiting - and the church of Jesus is caught in the crossfire.  Surely 
men and women from amongst their own number were killed for their faith.  Their memory and their surviving brothers and sisters 
surely asked “how long O Lord… (v. 10)”

One of the functions of Revelation is to answer that question. How long till salvation comes? How long till evil is defeated? 
How long do we need to wait and endure and suffer and die?  In fact, Revelation 7 is going to begin to help answer that 
question.  But that is the question for the Christians of Ephesus and Philadelphia and Laodicea.  And it’s certainly the question 
for us now too.

But there is another question being asked by those on the other side of this conversation.  Those in power, those afflicting the 
saints, those living luxuriously in this life, living it up with oil and wine while the poor can barely get a cup of wheat - they 
are going to ask another, much different question.  Their question is “who can stand before the wrath of God and the wrath of 
the lamb?”  And that’s a good question for them to ask because they will discover throughout life and today as well that they 
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can’t overcome those leading them down the wrong path, they can’t bring peace, they can’t buy or attain what they really need 
and they certainly cannot outride death and the grave.  The great man and women of the Earth find themselves helpless in the 
face of these four riders. The government leaders can’t stop death or pestilence, the rich cannot stop the war or the famine. And 
so they want to hide and run so as to not be overtaken.  Their positions and authority and wealth and status has allowed them 
to stand and survive, but not against God and his Christ.

And so, those Christians that we met from 7 churches in Revelation 2-3, especially those Christians who were lukewarm or lost 
their love or were on the fence about living for this world or God’s coming kingdom, those Christians should listen up and 
consider the two questions being asked.  And so should we.

We either turn to Christ and find forgiveness and peace and have the sure promise of resurrection and rescue and salvation, 
along with trouble, trials and maybe short-term pain or we live for ourselves and this world and enjoy life (maybe) and then 
face God’s anger on our last day when we will be required to give an account for the way we lived our lives - or better said, 
how we steward the gift of life that he gave us.

It is a vision of understanding and context that is answering the question of both the rich and great who are hiding because 
“who can stand in their wrath” and the martyrs who are asking “when is the vengeance of God coming?!”

So what do God's people do as they wait for this moment of completion and the end of these terrible things? We will get some 
specific answers from the next chapters.  But until then, let’s remember and reflect on the gospel.

When we turn on the news or talk to our neighbors and hear the galloping sound of falsehood, conflict, injustice and death, 
remember the good news.  When your anxiety rises because of the rise of evil, remember the gospel.

Why remember the gospel?  The gospel is an announcement of victory over these very things. The gospel announces the true king 
and overcoming one (white horse). The gospel announces the end of war and strife on the earth (red horse). The gospel announces 
true satisfaction, abundance, and provision (black horse). The gospel announces victory over death and the grave. (pale horse).

The good news that Jesus Christ died for our sins, that Jesus Christ was raised by God from the dead, that Jesus Christ is coming 
again - and that those who have faith in Jesus Christ are given love, life and hope - is exactly what will inform our answer to 
the question “who is able to stand…”
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