
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 5
The last thing John saw was a glorious picture of the heavenly throne room of God. He was invited to see by an angelic tour 
guide who gave him access to a place only few have seen. Colors, lights, sounds, images and creatures have flooded John’s senses 
as he tries to make sense of and communicate to the churches what he is seeing.

Revelation 5 takes place right where we left off in Revelation 4.  Chapter 5’s vision was centered on the one seated on the throne 
and described the happenings around, before, and from out of the throne and now our eyes and hearts will be drawn towards a 
new character who appears in front of the great throne.

Revelation 5:1-4 - A Book/Scroll That Is Sealed

This is a pretty important book.  It is a book that the angel implies needs to be opened up but no one is able to do it.  
When he asks “who is worthy to open” he is essentially asking “who has what it takes to open this book?”  This could 
mean strength, it could mean the access code or key.

Yet after the general announcement for someone to help, no one was able to do it.  As a result, John weeps!

The appearance of this book with the seals resembles a document common to the time that would have been a legal 
document.  A scroll or book sealed up would have been a document of something that was going to be done or something 
that was going to happen, contingent upon the opening up of the deals by the involved parties.  For example, upon the 
death of a rich person, their heir would be able to open the seal to enact the wishes of the deceased or receive the 
inheritance. 

There is a desire for this scroll to be opened, a long almost - and yet no one can do it.  So John weeps.

Revelation 5:5 - “Stop weeping!”

Lion that is from the tribe of Judah. From Jacob’s blessing of his 12 sons:

Genesis 49:9-10 (NLT) - Judah, my son, is a young lion that has finished eating its prey. Like a lion he crouches and lies 
down; like a lioness-- who dares to rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from his 
descendants, until the coming of the one to whom it belongs, the one whom all nations will honor.

Genesis 49:9-10 - "Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, 
And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 10 "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between 
his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
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Root of David

Isaiah 10 - looks like God’s people are “cut down”
Isaiah 11:1-10

Has overcome - able to open the seals

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus was the overcoming work that makes him “worthy”

This chapter never uses the word “Jesus” but yet we know just who this is

Revelation 5:6 - Lamb Appears

“A lamb…as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes which are the seven spirits of God”

Lamb standing, as if slain??

Lamb represent purity, innocence, sacrifice (slain)

This lamb was slain (slaughtered), but alive.

Horns represent strength

Eyes represent seeing, and the seven spirits of God (we’ve seen this before)

He is standing between the throne and the four living creatures.

We see a double picture of Jesus

Jesus is the lion - overcoming one
Jesus is the lamb - sacrificial one

Revelation 5:7-10 - New Song

When the lamb takes the book from the one seated on the throne, the heavenly court erupts in praise again.  The four living 
creatures and the 24 elders fall down before the lamb.  Here is the content of their song:

What & Who?: Worthy are you (Lamb) to take the book and break its seals
Why?: you were slain and purchased for God with your blood men (humans) and these purchased people will be God’s people, 
fulfilling God’s purposes on the earth
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Revelation 5:11-12 - More Voices Join

The scene expands and reveals a choir beyond the central figures of the throne room. “Many angels” are described as “myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands”.  A Myriad is ten thousand but for the ancient world represents a number that is extremely 
high.   A thousand thousand is one million and a myriads of myriads would be 100 million - both amounts representing a massive 
number of angels joining the heavenly courts.

What are they saying? Worthy is the lamb to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory.”

They are praising the lamb and exclaiming his worthiness to receive these precious and valuable things.  This gives us an 
understanding into the perspective of heaven on the work of Christ.

Jesus the Messiah’s sacrificial death on the cross was God’s powerful plan to turn the spiraling evil trajectory of humanity and 
creation itself on it’s head.  All of heaven is rejoicing in this.  The cosmic beings we met in chapter 4 are now turning their 
attention towards the Messiah in praise and adoration.

But wait there’s more…

Revelation 5:13-14 - Every Created Thing

The praise we read before was centered in heaven’s spiritual center.  Now the praise extends outwards beyond now including every 
created thing (heaven, earth, below earth).

All of creation joins in with the song, giving praise to God (he who sits on the throne) and to His son (the lamb).

Blessing, honor, glory, dominion - forever and ever.

At the conclusion of this scene the four living creatures kept on saying “Amen” and the elders fell down and worshiped the great 
God and his overcoming son.

Just when it seemed like all was lost, that death and the devil had one, God’s plan and purpose brings victory and salvation.  
Looking at the possibility of God’s plan not coming to fruition for the world, we ought to weep.  When we think about our 
condition left on our own, we ought to weep.

But then the lamb appears.  When we are lost and without hope and defeated, the lamb appears.  When it seems like death has the 
last word, the lion appears.  When our fate seems in the hands of death, the lion appears, and roars.

And through the work of Jesus Christ, we have hope, God’s plan and purposes can and will come, the rest of the story - at one 
point seemingly to be locked and shut - will be opened and unfolded because of the overcoming Christ.

We ought to join in the praise of his name.
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