
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 21 (Part 2)
Revelation 21:1-4 - New City Coming Down

Revelation 21:5-8 - Contrasts
 
Overcomers/Those Who Thirst: Drinks from the springs of the water of life (v. 6), inheritance of things listed here, God as their 
father, children of God

Cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, immoral persons, sorcerers, idolaters and all liars - “their part” (what they 
receive/inherit/gain) is in the lake of fire (the second death).

Revelation 21:9-14 - The New Jerusalem

v. 9-10 - Angels reassigned - one of the angels John had previously seen point out the wrath of God is now, from a great 
and high place, able to show John the “bride of the lamb” and the new Jerusalem coming out of heaven from God.

John is going to try and describe what he sees in a way that the reader can understand.  But notice there are a few times he 
says “like”, indicating that he’s doing his best to record what he sees but human language is likely limited in its ability to do 
it justice.  Nevertheless, we are invited to join John in the glorious glimpse he is given of the city of God.

The City Described:

1. holy city (v. 10)
2. coming down out of heaven from God (v. 10)
3. having the glory of God (v. 11)
4. brilliance was like a costly stone - crystal clear jasper (v. 11)
5. Great and high wall (v. 12)
6. Twelve gates with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel on each gate (v. 12)
7. There is an angel at each of the gates (v. 12)
8. It seems like the city is a square with 3 gates on each side (north, south, east and west)
9. The great wall has twelve “foundation stones” or “foundations” (ESV, CSB, NIV, etc) with the names of Jesus’ twelve 

apostles written on these foundations. (v. 14)

Thus far we have a picture of this city that is glorious and brilliant. In addition we ought to see that  this final city brings 
together the Old Testament (12 tribes), the New Testament (12 apostles) as well as the spiritual realm (12 angels).  The 
separation of the “realms” that we looked at last time has been erased.
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Revelation 21:15-17 - The Measurements Of The City

Ezekiel 40 records the prophet Ezekiel being taken to a place to see and describe the future city God’s people would dwell in.  He 
was living in a time of exile and God was showing a new Jerusalem that would be built, to give hope to God’s people that they 
would one day return and dwell safely again.  With this in view, John describes his experience of seeing the city to come.  But it 
is not the city Ezekiel saw.  It’s a much more glorious and eternal one.  (For example, when an angel guided Ezekiel to measure 
the city in Ezekiel 40, he used a “measuring reed”.  The angel guiding John has a “gold rod to measure the city”.).  The angel 
will measure the city as John records the measurements just like Ezekiel centuries before.  

In building and construction, one of the final stages of the process includes something known as an “as-built”.  This is often 
done by surveyors who uses tools to measure the structure to confirm that the correct sizes, elevations and dimensions that were 
on the blueprint are now standing before you in the building.  The building inspector requires this as part of the final inspection 
which will allow for occupancy.  In a similar way, the angel is measuring the city and noting the construction materials used, 
as God’s people prepare to occupy this place forever.  Here are some of the details we are given:

The city’s shape is a square (but more accurately a cube) (v. 16)
1500 miles (literally 12,000 stadia) in every direction (length, width, height) (v. 16)
Wall is 72 yards thick (144 cubits) (216 feet) (v. 17)

Converting these numbers into our modern units of measurement is helpful for us to see the massive size that is being described - 
but the original language is also communicating something other than just actual measurements. Here’s the comparison.

City is a square - using our measurements:
1500 miles - Each side of the city (length, width, height)
72 yards - thickness of the walls

City is a square - using the Greek used in these verses
12,000 stadia - Each side of the city (length, width, height)
144 cubits - thickness of the walls

The Greek is not just recording measurements, it’s highlighting perfection in multiples of 12.

The dimensions of the city are 12,000 x 12,000 x 12,000 x 12,000
The thickness of the wall is 12 square cubits (12 x12=144)

Like we have seen in other places in Revelation, numbers are used to communicate deeper spiritual points than simply recording 
information (cp. The frequent use of 7s, the 144,000 and the number 666).

Revelation 21:18-21 - The Materials Of The City

1. Material of the wall is jasper (v. 18)
2. City is pure gold like glass (v. 18) - both of these allow for light to shine through
3. The foundations of the city are adorned with “every kind of precious stone” (v. 19)
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12 stones are listed: Jasper (red?), sapphire (often blue), chalcedony (yellow or brown?), emerald (green), sardonyx (deep 
orange), sardius (orange-red), chrysolite (green), beryl (green), topaz (golden?), chrysoprase (pale green), jacinth 
(orange or red?), amethyst (purple).  (It might bless you to do some searching for pictures of the beautiful colors to 
appreciate the color and beauty described here)

Side note: though the stones listed here are different, there were twelve stones affixed to the breast plate of 
the high priest (see Exodus 28:17-21)

4. The gates of the city are made of a single pearl! (v. 21)
5. Streets of the city are pure transparent gold (v. 21

Revelation 21:22-27 - What’s Happening In The City

This city is glorious in every way - but the most glorious part of this glorious place will be that the LORD God Almighty and the 
Lamb are in the city.  John says that their presence puts the sun and the moon out of a job!

The final things John records are important for the early christians and the saints of old (especially familiar with Jerusalem).  
Here are the relevant phrases from verses 24-26

1 - The nations of the earth will walk by its light and kings will bring their glory into it 
2 - No more night, 
3 - gates never closed
4 - glory and honor of the nations brought into it”

These verses aren’t teaching that there will remain evil nations in the eternal state, but this is a fulfillment of the prophecies 
of God blessing His people above all the nations.

Isaiah 60:1-5 (NLT) - "Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. For the glory of the LORD rises to shine on you. 2 
Darkness as black as night covers all the nations of the earth, but the glory of the LORD rises and appears over you. 3 All 
nations will come to your light; mighty kings will come to see your radiance. 4 "Look and see, for everyone is coming home! 
Your sons are coming from distant lands; your little daughters will be carried home. 5 Your eyes will shine, and your heart 
will thrill with joy, for merchants from around the world will come to you. They will bring you the wealth of many lands.

Isaiah 60:18-21 (NLT) - Violence will disappear from your land; the desolation and destruction of war will end. Salvation 
will surround you like city walls, and praise will be on the lips of all who enter there. 19 "No longer will you need the sun 
to shine by day, nor the moon to give its light by night, for the LORD your God will be your everlasting light, and your God 
will be your glory. 20 Your sun will never set; your moon will not go down. For the LORD will be your everlasting light. 
Your days of mourning will come to an end. 21 All your people will be righteous. They will possess their land forever, for I 
will plant them there with my own hands in order to bring myself glory.
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This (and so many other promises and prophesies) will be all be fulfilled in that day!  The complete reversal of fortunes! (also 
see Psalm 72, Isaiah 49:23, and the entire chapter of Isaiah 60). Remember, Revelation is a prophetic book and prophecies often use 
images and language to help illustrate God’s general point on a topic.  Will the sun and moon literally no longer shine or is the 
Bible comparing how incredible God’s glory is by comparing it to the light of the sun?

Similarly, the final verse of the chapter tells us that “nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination or lying” shall be 
able to come in to the city.  That’s not because there will be a place in the new creation where sinners will live but they just 
won’t be allowed in the city - the point is, unlike every other place humans have ever lived - cities in particular - where there 
have been a mix of good/bad people - where there have been such real threats to the safety of the residents, that walls and 
gates were needed - in the New Jerusalem, this will not exist.

No Temple?

For those familiar with Scripture, there’s another point being made about this city.  As we read and calculated already, the city 
is a perfect square.  There is another important structure with an identical (though much smaller) shape.

1 Kings 6:1 (NLT) - It was in midspring, in the month of Ziv, during the fourth year of Solomon's reign, that he began to 
construct the Temple of the LORD. This was 480 years after the people of Israel were rescued from their slavery in (Egypt)

1 Kings 6:19-20 (NLT) - He prepared the inner sanctuary at the far end of the Temple, where the Ark of the LORD's Covenant 
would be placed. 20 This inner sanctuary was 30 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 30 feet high. He overlaid the inside with solid 
gold. He also overlaid the altar made of cedar.

2 Chronicles 3:8 (NLT) - He (Solomon) made the Most Holy Place 30 feet wide, corresponding to the width of the Temple, and 30 
feet deep. He overlaid its interior with 23 tons of fine gold.

The entirety of the new Jerusalem will be the most holy place!  This is the best part of all that we have read - God is dwelling 
with His people - nothing is separating us in any way.  What a day that will be!  The most holy place of Solomon’s temple was 
not a place for people to go, no less live. One person (the high priest) on one day of the year (Yom Kippur, the day of atonement), 
could briefly enter the most holy place - and only after elaborate and detailed sacrificing and cleansing was done.  And the 
future city of God, the final dwelling place of His children is itself the most holy place!  

Those who have been cleansed by the sacrifice of the lamb of God, whose names are written in the book of life are strangers and 
pilgrims on this earth now - mocked and disregarded, persecuted and tried.  We are children of the king living in a strange land - 
but in little while, we will arrive at home.  God’s great city, lit by his majesty with beams of glory bouncing & reflecting off of 
every wall, every street, every gate & every stone - will come to this earth & we will live in that city, with our Father forever.

And so we join with the longing of every generation as we confess:

Hebrews 11:16 (NLT) - (we are) looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called 
(our) God, for he has prepared a city for (us).

Hebrews 13:14 (NLT) - For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

