
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 20 (Part 2)
Last week was a lot to start with, so we are slowing down a bit and looking at some of the major themes that are addressed in 
this chapter so we can make some sense of what God has put in Scripture for us to understand.  Revelation 20 speaks of a few 
major topics - the defeat and ultimate destruction of the devil, the resurrection of the dead, and judgment day. A likely 
understanding of the timing of these events follows the following sequence

1 - Jesus returns to the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:11-16).

2 - The dead in Christ are raised to life at his coming. The faithful that are alive when he comes will be changed. New, 
immortal bodies for those two groups that are one people - the righteous. This is called the “first resurrection” (Rev. 20:5)

3 - The devil is captured and imprisoned in the abyss for 1000 years.  At the end of the 1000 years he will be released and 
attempt a final rebellion, deceiving the unbelieving nations. This will be a futile effort and he will be thrown into the lake 
of fire. (Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10) 

4 - During those 1000 years, Jesus Christ rules upon the earth with his people joining him in the administering of justice and 
goodness. With Christ ruling and the devil removed, the earth begins to be restored and healed.  The effects of this time are 
widespread and pervasive and are prophetically pictured and described in the Old Testament. (Revelation 20:6, Isaiah 2:1-4, 
Isaiah 11:1-9, Micah 4:1-7, Zechariah 14:8-21, etc)

5 - The unbelieving mortals that survive the troubles upon the earth before Christ’s return will submit to his rule and also 
experience the blessings of this time. When the devil is loosed at the end of the 1000 years, they will be presented with the 
choice to continue to side with Christ and his goodness, as they and their families have experienced during this time, or join 
the devil’s final deception and rebellion. (Revelation 20:7-10).

6 - A 2nd resurrection occurs for any and all who were not in the first resurrection. Those who are raised are judged and 
anyone not in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire.  This is called the “second death” (Rev. 20:11-13, 15).

7 - Finally, death and the grave (Hades) will be thrown into the lake of fire, signaling the destruction of the “last enemy” 
of God and His people. (1 Corinthians 15:26; Revelation 20:14-15).

Revelation 20:4-6 - 1st Resurrection

This is the first resurrection (first because there is a second/final resurrection after the millennial reign of Christ, more on 
that when we look at 20:11-15).

The first resurrection is the time when all of the faithful people of God will be raised to eternal life. Old and New Testament 
believers, the saints of every generation raised to life with the coming of the king.  Revelation 20:4 lists those who are a part 
of this first resurrection, but this is not an exclusive list, but rather a list that would be relevant to the early church and 
the call to “overcome” in the evil day they lived. Meaning, the first resurrection is not just for martyrs but for all those who 
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have kept the faith unto the end. (Ex: If you were a Christian born in the year 1475 AD and died peacefully in your sleep at 100 
years old, you didn’t receive the mark of the beast, even though you weren’t beheaded).  Here is what Paul tells the 
Thessalonians:

1 Thessalonians 4:14-15 - For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming 
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. (aka died)

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

Not only is the resurrection of Jesus a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the belief in a literal, physical, bodily resurrection 
of the dead is a foundational Biblical truth.

Daniel 12:2 - "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 
disgrace and everlasting contempt.

John 5:28-29 - "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and 
will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection 
of judgment.

John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies

Contrary to Greek Mythology and popular culture (and sadly, even some popular church tradition), the Bible does not teach that 
people are innately immortal.  Instead, the Bible teaches that immortality was something external to humans, provided by God.  In 
Genesis it was the tree of life which provided immortality and their expulsion from the Garden which led to their death (Genesis 
2:9; 3:22-24).  The New Testament teaches that immortality is a gift from God granted to those who believe the gospel and have 
faith in Jesus Christ:

Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 1:9-10 (NLT) - For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but 
because that was his plan from before the beginning of time-- to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has 
made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the 
way to life and immortality through the Good News.

The resurrection is when God’s people become immortal, when they are brought back to life, given new bodies and re-created 
without sin to live forever! Here is how Paul taught the Corinthian church:

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


1 Corinthians 15:50-55 (NLT) - What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We 
will not all die, but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet 
is blown. For when the trumpet  sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 
transformed. 53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be 
transformed into immortal bodies. 54 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this 
Scripture will be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your 
sting?"

And what will be the first job of this resurrected multitude?  To administer the ways of God upon the earth for 1000 years with 
Christ as royal priests (Revelation 20:4 ,6!

Revelation 20:11-15 - The Second Resurrection & Great White Throne Judgment

At the end of the 1000 years, after the devil is destroyed, John sees a “great white throne”.  The glory of the one seated on the 
throne causes “heaven and earth” to flee! John then sees a courtroom scene where books are opened and records are examined 
based on the deeds of every person.

Standing before the throne is everyone who was not a part of the first resurrection, now brought to life again to face judgment 
(and the judge). The text is clear that everyone who ever lived will be a part of this judgment (the sea, the grave, etc). This is 
the “second resurrection.”  These are people who did not have faith and did not live for God.

The text is pretty clear about what happens here - each person stands before the judge and will be judged based on their 
“deeds”.  This isn’t a surprise based on Scripture:

Old Testament - Proverbs 24:12 - If you say, "See, we did not know this," Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts? And 
does He not know it who keeps your soul? And will He not render to man according to his work? 

Jesus - Matthew 16:27 - "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY 
EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.

Paul - 2 Corinthians 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed 
for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

Paul - Romans 2:5-11, 16 (NLT) - But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible 
punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will judge 
everyone according to what they have done. 7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the 
glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 

8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live 
lives of wickedness. 9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what is evil-- for the Jew first 
and also for the Gentile. 10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do good-- for the Jew first 
and also for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism.

16 And this is the message I proclaim: that the day is coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone's secret life.
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Those whose names are not in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire.  That is the “second death” (Rev. 20:14-15).

Why raise the dead only to have them die again?  This may seem odd at first read but is actually an important moment.  This 
describes judgment being enacted and justice being done. There will be no person who will have lived and died thinking they were 
justified or wise to live in opposition to God. No ruler or king who will get away with corruption or exploitation or defiance to 
the ruler of all.  No average person who hated their neighbor, ignored the cries of the poor or who lived for themselves will end 
their life without knowing the truth.  No peasant who cursed God because they felt ignored and thus cheated and stole to get by 
will be overlooked by God’s justice.

This is a really important part of the restoration of all things and the glorification of God that will endure forever.  So while 
it might seem trite to raise the dead only for them to die again, this act is declaring the vindication and righteousness of God 
to all of God’s creation - and specifically to very person who has ever lived.

Galatians 6:7 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

Luke 12:2 (CSB) - There is nothing covered that won't be uncovered, nothing hidden that won't be made known.

Hebrews 4:13 (NIV) - Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the 
eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Key Terms From This Section:

The First Death - the death that anyone experiences before the Messiah returns. Righteous/unrighteous both experience this.

The Second Death - the final death of the wicked after judgment day. Those who have faith in Christ, who are in the first 
resurrection will not die for the “second” time.

The First Resurrection - the resurrection of God’s people that occurs when Jesus Christ returns. They are made immortal and 
given new, resurrected bodies.

The Second Resurrection - a second resurrection that occurs after the 1000 year reign of Christ. This resurrection is for all 
humans not in the first resurrection. When this resurrection occurs, humans will stand before the great white throne and be 
judged according to their deeds, which have been recorded in the “book of life”. If someone’s name is not written in the book 
of life, they are thrown into the lake of fire (and thus experiencing the second death).

Final Thoughts on Revelation 20:11-15 - What The Text Doesn’t Say

Before we finish, I wanted to highlight one more thing from this section.  This final point has been helpful to me in answering 
some difficult questions that arise in my own heart and are certainly being asked by others.
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Revelation 20:12-13 -And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, 
according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were 
in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.

Who is a part of this second resurrection?  The short answer is “anyone who wasn’t in the first resurrection.”  The first 
resurrection is for the faithful only and the second is for everyone else who has ever lived. The way to be part of the first 
resurrection is to have faith in Jesus Christ - whether that was faith in the promise of his coming before (as in the case of the 
Old Testament believers) or faith in his name and the work he did once he came (as in the case of all those after his appearing).  
That is the ticket to the first resurrection.  Not in that group? Second resurrection it is.

However, what you will notice the text doesn’t say is that everyone who was in the second resurrection is thrown into the lake 
of fire.  That’s a small but really important distinction.  Here is what it says:

Revelation 20:15 - And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

The purpose of the second resurrection is to raise the remaining dead for judgment day.  But Revelation doesn’t say that everyone 
who is raised at this time is then thrown into the lake of fire.  What do we make of this?  Could there be people who did not have 
faith in Christ and yet are not thrown into the lake of fire after the judgment?

I propose that the answer is yes. Now before you accuse me of being a universalist as if it doesn’t matter if you believe the 
gospel, you’ll be saved anyway in the end - I do not believe that nor am I saying that.  But what I am saying is that the text 
leaves room for a group of people who did not follow Jesus Christ but yet have names found in the book of life and are granted 
entrance into the kingdom of God.  Now, these individuals would not be in the first resurrection, they would not rule with Christ 
during the Messianic age - but God will judge them in the end and they will be with him forever in the end.

Now, who would possibly fit in this category? I think it would be people who are able to be judged according to their deeds (which 
is what the text says will happen) and be found fit for the king.  This could include those people in remote places of the world 
who never hear the gospel but who recognize a creator through the creation and live according to the conscience that God gave 
every person - instinctively doing God’s law in this way.  This would include children that die prior to hearing the gospel or 
having faith - who tragically have their life cut short at a young age or in the womb.  This could also include mentally or 
emotionally disabled.

This unique possibility based on the wording of the text does not imply that we should ease up in our prayer or gospel speaking 
efforts as if saying something like “oh I won’t try and support the gospel being carried into dark and unreached places because 
God’s going to save people anyway…” is admirable or even Christian.  It’s not.  The gospel must be spoken in your neighborhood 
and in the “remotest parts of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). It is a critical Christian work to advocate for children and the vulnerable 
in our world.  And as we strive in these areas of evangelism, compassion and justice, we see this text showing us the heart of 
our Father who “wishes for none to perish but for all to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9).” And he is our maker, and he is the 
judge and He will do what is right.

Psalm 96:2-3, 7-13 (NLT) - Sing to the LORD; praise his name. Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. 3 Publish his 
glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does.
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7 O nations of the world, recognize the LORD; recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong. 8 Give to the LORD the 
glory he deserves!...9 Let all the earth tremble before him.

10 Tell all the nations, "The LORD reigns!" The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. He will judge all peoples fairly. 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise! 12 Let the fields and 
their crops burst out with joy! Let the trees of the forest rustle with praise 13 before the LORD, for he is coming! He is 
coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with justice, and the nations with his truth.
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