
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 2: Thyatira
Revelation 2:18-29 – Thyatira

Thyatira is mentioned only once in the New Testament before this record.  Paul arrives in Philippi and at his first gathering and 
teaching opportunity, he meets a wonderful woman named Lydia:

Acts 16:14 - A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was 
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.

Lydia will respond to the gospel and she and her household will be baptized, becoming the first Christians of Macedonia.  The 
description of Lydia from Acts actually gives us some insight into the historical setting of the city of Thyatira.  From most 
accounts, Thyatira was not a politically or militarily significant city.  Thyatira was known for its economics, just like Lydia, 
the seller of purple fabrics was.

“Thyatira was a prosperous commercial center.  It was the manufacturing and marketing hub of the Roman province of 
Asia…there were guilds for wool workers, Linen workers, makers of outer garments, Dyers, leather workers, Tanner's, 
Potter's, Bakers, slave dealers, bronzesmiths and shoemakers. Which meant no one could possibly “make it” financially in 
that city unless he was a member of one of those guilds. Not to join a trade guild meant risking financial 
loss….Membership in a trade Guild required participation in the social activities of the guild. That would have been 
problematic for many Christians because such social activities were inextricably tied up with the worship of other 
lords.” (Darrell, W. Johnson, “Discipleship on the Edge,” page 88)

Apparently these guild meetings would devolve into a mix of drunken religious pratices and sexually charged buffets. Not a 
great situation for a Christian looking for a union job.

Religiously, “Thyatira was the center for the worship of Apollo, the god of sunlight, also called Helios.  In fact, Apollo 
was thought to be the “divine guardian” of the city. He was the patron god of many of the city’s trade guilds and was 
regularly honored at guild functions. (Mythology taught that Apollo was the son of Zeus, who was the king of all the 
other gods).  Furthermore, we know the people of Thyatira believed that the Roman Emperor was the incarnation of Apollo.  
In that city both Apollo and (Emperor) were named “son of Zeus” aka “son of the high god.”  The Emperor of the time, 
Domitian, named his son “son of god” and on his coins Domitian’s son is portrayed holding seven stars.” (Johnson, page 87-
88) 

And so, how wonderful is it that the first words the Thyatiran church would read from Jesus were this:

“The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this…” (Rev. 2:18)

This is the only time in the book of Revelation the phrase “son of God” is used.

Revelation 2:19 - What Christ knows…
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Unlike Ephesus, Thyatira had been doing better in love, faith, service and perseverance than they had in the past.  This is an 
excellent thing to be commended for!  However, Jesus does have concerns that he will address.

Revelation 2:20-23 - But I have this against you…

Apparently the church of Thyatira has been led astray by a woman who claimed to be a prophetess.  That’s not a small claim; to 
be a prophetess implies you claim to speak for God.  The result of her teaching was leading people to commit acts of immorality 
and the participation of worship of idols (by eating food sacrificed to them).  For her deception to be effective, it probably didn’t 
sound like:”hey everyone let’s worship idols.”  It was subtle, probably gradual, and likely compelling.  As we have seen before, 
these two sins were common in the Ancient world at this period.  Sexual immorality and endulging in pleasures centerd around 
the religion of false gods were predomnate forms of worship in this region, and as we discovered already, were a part of the 
culture of the economic and manufacturing world.

Jesus calls this false prophetess “Jezebel”.  Jezebel is in contention for the worst person spoken of in the entire Bible.  She was 
the wife of King Ahab of Israel and was rotten to the core.  She guided him and the northern kingdom of Israel into deep idolatry 
and sin.  She spread Baal worship throughout the land and violently opposed Yahweh and his prophets (most notably Elijah).

Here’s how the Old Testament describes Ahab and Jezebel’s reign:

1 Kings 16:29-33 (NLT) - Ahab son of Omri began to rule over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of King Asa's reign in 
Judah. He reigned in Samaria twenty-two years. 30 But Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in the LORD's sight, even more 
than any of the kings before him. 31 And as though it were not enough to follow the example of Jeroboam, he married 
Jezebel, the daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to bow down in worship of Baal. 32 First Ahab built 
a temple and an altar for Baal in Samaria. 33 Then he set up an Asherah pole. He did more to provoke the anger of the 
LORD, the God of Israel, than any of the other kings of Israel before him.

1 Kings 21:25-26 (NLT) - (No one else so completely sold himself to what was evil in the LORD's sight as Ahab did under 
the influence of his wife Jezebel. 26 His worst outrage was worshiping idols just as the Amorites had done-- the people 
whom the LORD had driven out from the land ahead of the Israelites.)

“Jezebel, like Balaam, was in the the Old Testament story an outsider who seduced God’s bride into 
unfaithfulness…in Thyatira a particular woman take on both the evil character of Jezebel and the prophetic 
role of Balaam, and begins to teach, as if from God, new ‘deep things’ which some members of this trong and 
lively church are only too willing to explore.” (Michael Wilcock, “The Message Of Revelation”, pages 49-50)

If Jesus calls you “Jezebel” that’s a pretty big deal and serious accusation. So what else do we know about this woman?

“I gave her time to repent” - but she doesn’t want to.

This woman must have been someone who Jesus loved and who sent warning and a call for repentance to.  But after a period of 
time, it was clear to him that she was unwilling to repent and now Jesus warns the church of her evil.
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Judgment coming upon her…

Her lack of repentance is now bringing judgment.  Her judgment would manifest itself in a sickness which would also affect those 
who committed adultery with her.  Those who believed her teaching were those who “committed adultery” with her and the result 
of their “adultery” was the producing of “children” who were those who followed her teaching.  Those who did this will be 
“kill(ed) with pestilence” as a result.  This may be a literal dying as result of their sin or it may also be that because of the 
judgment upon her and those who followed her, Jesus would stop any more “children” (or followers) from being made.

This is a stern and direct warning from Jesus.  This is an example of the full picture of who Jesus is.  Meek and mild, welcoming 
the sinner, and fierce and fiery against those who rebel against him and turn others astray.  Yet you see both sides of the true 
Christ here even in this passage - he declares that those who have followed her teachings are going to be thrown into “great 
tribulation”, “unless they repent of her deeds (v. 22).  Even in the intensity of his warning, there is a chance to be forgiven.

Why Judgment?

The end result of the judgment upon Jezebel and her children for the church was that “all the churches will know that I am He 
who searches the minds and hearts…”

This is an amazing statement from Christ.  In other words, he wasn’t going to let her get away with her evil.  He was going to 
bring judgment upon her, before the day of judgment in the end, to show that he knows what is going on and sees what is 
happening.  This is fascinating.  We do live in a world where a lot of evil goes unpunished, this side of eternity.  We know that 
in the end everything is going to be sorted out and no evil person who died thinking they were right will remain that way.

However, there are some instances where judgment comes early, and especially in cases where God’s people, or God’s reputation is 
involved.  In this case, Jezebel’s deeds are going to be exposed and she will be dealt with. We have probably all seen instances 
where men or women who claim to speak for God but are living double lives are brought down.  Pastors who are using tithes for 
their own gain, Church leaders who are committing adultery, representatives of God who are abusing children, Churches which are 
filled with all kind of evil - are exposed and brought down.  We hear about this on the news or in Christian publications and we 
are sad to see how these people have fallen.

But what if what we don’t see at first is that this may be Christ’s doing.  Bringing judgment upon those who claim to speak for 
him who do not, and rebuking those who claim to represent him, but do not.  We should mourn their evil and sin but also take 
away that Jesus remains the one who “searches the minds and hearts…”

1 Peter 4:17a - For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God;...

Revelation 2:24-25 - Rebuke, but not for all…

This rebuke from Jesus was not for everyone in the church.  Some people didn’t follow after “Jezebel’s” false teaching.  Those 
folks are commended and told to hold fast what they held to until he came.  Just because they were doing well at the moment, 
didn’t mean they could ease up.  In fact they probably needed to hold tighter.

Thyatira gives a unique window into some of the realities of the local church
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1 - each church is different - Ephesus was strong against falsehood but left their love behind. Thyatira was good at 
love but was tolerating falsehood. Ephesus started well but was off track of late.  Thyatira didn’t start as well but 
were currently on track.  Every church has their own unique strengths and unique weaknesses.  We should not compare 
ourselves to other churches but hold up Christ as our example and his word as our standard.  We should celebrate what 
other churches are doing well and cultivate a heart to strengthen what is weak in our own church rather than point out 
the weaknesses in others.

2 - each church is diverse - after a lengthy description of the evil “prophetess” who was misleading Thyatira and the 
evil that was associated with that work, Jesus says “to the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching….I 
place no other burden on you.” In other words, within the same church were people we were tolerating falsehood and 
those we were not.  And Jesus knows the difference.  And he addresses these issues directly to the people to whom they 
concern.

3 - each church is a collective of individuals - the church is a whole group made up of individual parts. Jesus looks at the 
church as a whole but also at each individual member at the same time.  He addresses “Jezebel” directly and then those who 
follow her teaching.  He says after warning them about her evil teaching “I will give each one of you according to your 
deeds”.  Even within or among a church, we are individually judged and known by Christ. The connection to the community is 
critically important in many ways, but at the end of the day, we still stand alone before the throne.

A big question to ask when assessing false teaching is how it affects someone’s relationship with God.  There are some doctrines 
and some instances where the doctrine is unbiblical and should be addressed, but from a practical standpoint the doctrine is not 
interfering with the person’s devotion to and relationship with God.  

For example: there really isn’t a clear answer from scripture whether or not our beloved goldfish Bubbles is going to be 
resurrected to eternal life in the coming Kingdom of God. The question of whether or not there are animals in the age to come is 
clear and emphatically, “YES”.  We also know that there will be no more pain, sorrow or suffering in the end.  One could 
conclude that perhaps in God’s good love and kindness, beloved bets like bubbles the goldfish will be there.  But in truth, the 
bible doesn’t give explicit answers.

So if my child thinks that he will see beloved Bubbles when Christ comes back, that’s probably not something he needs to repent 
of.  However, if he grows up and starts preaching his assumed idea as gospel truth, that would be problematic.  If he sets up a 
shrine in his bathroom in memory of Bubbles and starts each day with a prayer to bubbles, that’s not good. If he talks more about 
Bubbles than he does Christ, we probably need to have a conversation.

I know people who believe unbiblical teaching but who still confess Jesus as Lord and live for him faithfully each day.  I still 
want to engage with those folks when opportunity arises on matters of Biblical truth, but I also know that practically speaking 
their relationship with God is (from what I can observe) unhindered.  It would be wrong to make a sweeping statement that “all 
__________ are going to hell” for you do not know everyone who believes _______________. 

As a general principle we should hold forth biblical truth, help discern right from wrong, and remain humble and teachable 
along the way.  We need to discover how to remain loving while we take serious the need for truth.  We need to discover how to 
take serious the need for truth while we remain loving.
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We know love is the most important, but we need to develop the spiritual maturity to discern.  In fact, it is a quality of love to 
“rejoice with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6).  It’s too common that we tend towards one or the other and in such cases, we need 
to hear what the spirit says to the churches and repent. 

Revelation 2:26-29 - To him who overcomes…

Here overcoming is paired with keeping “my deeds until the end (2:26).”  When Jesus opened his message to Thyatira, he commended 
them for their deeds and love and faith and service and perseverance (2:19).  As he closes his letter to them he encourages them 
to keep those deeds until the end.  Their faithfulness yesterday was no guarantee of faithfulness today and faithfulness today 
was no guarantee of faithfulness tomorrow.  To overcome, we keep those deeds, until the end.

And for those who do, “authority over the nations…with a rod of iron” with the authority of God himself!  Whoa.  This is a 
reference to an important Messianic Psalm, Psalm 2 which speaks of the Messiah’s authority in the end. 

Psalm 2:2, 4, 6-9 (NLT) - The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against the LORD and 
against his anointed one.  4  But the one who rules in heaven laughs….6 For the Lord declares, "I have placed my 
chosen king on the throne in Jerusalem, on my holy mountain." 7 The king proclaims the LORD's decree: "The LORD said to 
me, 'You are my son. Today I have become your Father. 8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance, 
the whole earth as your possession. 9 You will break them with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.'"

This Psalm prophetically declares that Yahweh will install his king to rule the nations with power and authority.  This king will 
not only be anointed by God, he will be the son of God! Through Revelation 2:26-27, the son of God now offers some of that 
authority over the nations to those who are his people.  Read that again: the true son of God now offers some of that authority 
to those who are his people.  The authority and the power rests not with the sun god Apollo or his so-called son, Domitian, but 
with Jesus, the Christ, the son of the living God..

Oh and the true son of God is going to give them the morning star too.

Apollo, the main deity worshiped in Thyatira, was said to be responsible for the rising of the sun each day. Apollo was the “son 
of Zeus”, the highest god in the pantheon and his job was to pull the sun across the sky by pulling it behind his chariot.

Spiritually speaking the time these Christians are living in was incredibly dark - but the season of false Jezebel’s influence 
must have been especially dark.   And here Jesus says “Fear not, the morning star, aka the sun, will shine and bring blazing and 
eternal light.  Later in Revelation, this phrase “morning star” is repeated.  Though I hesitate to jump ahead, it’s worth 
highlighting here:

Revelation 22:16 - "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star."

If the church was confused as to what the morning star meant in 2:28, by the end of Revelation it would be made clear.  Jesus 
himself is the bright morning star.  He promises those who overcome to bring glorious light to the earth and dispel, forever, the 
darkness.  This light comes when he returns because he is the light.
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Revelation 21:10, 23-27 - And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,...23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it.  25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 
26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices 
abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

No more unclean things, no more abominations, no more lies, no more Jezebel.  No more fake gods, no more fake sons of fake gods, 
no more fake kings ruling with fake authority - the real thing is coming and it will be a sight to behold.  The night is almost 
over.  So, hold on, stay faithful, until the sun begins to break through.
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