
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 19 (Part 1)
The judgment upon Babylon has come!  The reign of evil, darkness and sin has ended!  God has brought justice, salvation and 
vindication at last! The works of the devil will cease and God’s people will be delivered.  Two chapters of the description of 
judgment of God upon evil (personified in the Babylonian system) conclude and the next thing John sees and hears are celebratory 
proclamations from heaven.

As we read this section we will read the word “Hallelujah” appear 4 times. The word Hallelujah is a Hebrew word which means 
“Praise Yahweh”.  It is often used in the Psalms as a call for people to give praise to Yahweh.  (The word Hallelujah isn’t a word 
of praise itself but a command that those listening ought to give praise to God).  Amazingly the 4 hallelujahs of Revelation 19 
are the only times that the word appears in the New Testament!

Revelation 19:1-2 - First Voice: God-exalting declaration

A loud voice of a great multitude in heaven - “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God!”

Why is God worthy of praise and glory? “Because His judgments are true and righteous” (v. 2), specifically in relation to the 
judgment of the harlot from Revelation 17-18.

v. 2 - The harlot’s sins are summarized in two categories: 
1 - she was corrupting the earth with her immorality
2 - she had spilled the blood of God’s servants

God has judged her for both of these things.  At the end of a trial, the judge or the jury foreman will read the verdict.  The 
accused waits for their decision along with the victims or the victim’s loved ones.  The assembled people in the gallery also wait 
to hear what was decided.  In this case a loud voice reads off - GUILTY.  And the voices are calling the earth and the reader to 
praise God because of His judgment.  God is worthy of praise because he is good and loving and because he is just and righteous.  
Hallelujah!

Revelation 19:3 - Second Voice - Announcement Of Eternal Sentencing

The same loud voice of the heavenly multitude now reads the sentencing decision.  What will the guilty partY receive as 
punishment?  A fine?  Hours of community service?  Probation?  Home confinement? Prison?  No - it has been determined that the 
guilty harlot will get an everlasting death sentence.  

But what does “smoke rising forever and ever" mean?  Is there going to be a place in the new heavens and earth of burning and 
smoke even though we are promised that death and evil will be no more?  Thankfully the Bible has answers.  The language used 
here is from an Old Testament pronouncement of judgment from the prophet Isaiah.  In Isaiah, the evil nation of Edom is used to 
represent the evil nations that have oppressed God’s people.  The prophet describes the people of Edom being killed and the cities of 
the nation being desolated.  Hear what the LORD said:
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Isaiah 34:1-15 (NLT) - Come here and listen, O nations of the earth. Let the world and everything in it hear my words. 2 
For the LORD is enraged against the nations. His fury is against all their armies. He will completely destroy them, 
dooming them to slaughter.  3 Their dead will be left unburied, and the stench of rotting bodies will fill the land. The 
mountains will flow with their blood.

4 The heavens above will melt away and disappear like a rolled-up scroll. The stars will fall from the sky like withered 
leaves from a grapevine, or shriveled figs from a fig tree. 5 And when my sword has finished its work in the heavens, it 
will fall upon Edom, the nation I have marked for destruction. 6 The sword of the LORD is drenched with blood and covered 
with fat-- with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of rams prepared for sacrifice. Yes, the LORD will offer a 
sacrifice in the city of Bozrah. He will make a mighty slaughter in Edom. 7 Even men as strong as wild oxen will die-- 
the young men alongside the veterans. The land will be soaked with blood and the soil enriched with fat.

This is quite the description of judgment against the evil nations.  We see cosmic shaking and destruction.  Edom had been cruel 
and evil towards God’s people and God does not leave the guilty unpunished.  Hear the rest of the prophecy notice why this 
judgment is coming and how the finality of it will be described.

Isaiah 34:8-15 (NLT) - For it is the day of the LORD's revenge, the year when Edom will be paid back for all it did to 
Israel. 9 The streams of Edom will be filled with burning pitch, and the ground will be covered with fire. 10 This 
judgment on Edom will never end; the smoke of its burning will rise forever. The land will lie deserted from generation 
to generation. No one will live there anymore.

11 It will be haunted by the desert owl and the screech owl, the great owl and the raven. For God will measure that 
land carefully; he will measure it for chaos and destruction. 12 It will be called the Land of Nothing, and all its 
nobles will soon be gone. 13 Thorns will overrun its palaces; nettles and thistles will grow in its forts. The ruins will 
become a haunt for jackals and a home for owls. 14 Desert animals will mingle there with hyenas, their howls filling the 
night. Wild goats will bleat at one another among the ruins, and night creatures will come there to rest. 15 There the 
owl will make her nest and lay her eggs. She will hatch her young and cover them with her wings. And the buzzards will 
come, each one with its mate.

The city will be burned in judgment and left desolate (as described by the overgrown vegetation and the animals living in what 
remained).  The judgment upon Edom is described “never ending” with smoke and burning rising “forever”.  Looking back on our 
Revelation text we see this language being used of the Babylonian harlot.  Its important to highlight this here because it speaks 
to the eternality of the judgment.  Babylon (and the beast that supported it) will be judged.  There will be no rebuilding her.  
There will be no second coming of the beast.  The result and effects of God’s judgment upon evil will be forever and ever.  
Hallelujah!

Revelation 19:4-5 - Third Voice: May I Have Your Attention Please!

The third voice is a familiar voice.  We don’t have long to be distracted by smoke rising because the praise of God is going to 
snuff that right out.

The twenty-four elders and four living creatures reappear and they continue to praise the one seated on the throne.  This serves 
as a sort of book end to the heavenly scene Revelation opens with (Revelation 4).  When we opened Revelation we prepared to read 
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of awesome and terrible things - and we were invited to look in on the heavenly throne room.  We saw a place of praise and 
worship, undistracted by the chaos of the earth.  The early church was in trouble and trials and yet heaven was not worried.  
The ultimate reality of God being all powerful and confidently ruling on his throne was to demonstrate to them (and us) that 
God was in charge.  

Now as we arrive at the end of the book of Revelation and a vision on what will happen at the end of history, we see that the 
activity and overarching perspective of heaven - the worship of God - is undeterred and unashamed and unceasing.

And if you thought that we were just observers of these declarations of praise, passively reading the book of Revelation and 
watching this all unfold, the voice from the throne has something to say to you and I: “Give praise to our God all you His bond-
servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great! (19:5).” That’s an order from the throne of heaven.  We better get to it! 
Hallelujah!

Revelation 19:6-10 - Fourth voice: Joy Filled Invitation

The final voice of this section and the final reason for the call to praise God (Hallelujah!) is an invitation of celebration.  The 
voice is intense, perhaps the most intense of this section - John describes it as “something like the voice of a great multitude” 
and “like the sound of many waters” and “like the sound of mighty peals of thunder.”

This voice declares the royal invitation from the king himself:

“Hallelujah!  For the LORD our God, the Almighty reigns! Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory for the marriage 
supper of the lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready!”

It makes me think of a formal invitation to a wedding. “Mr. And Mrs. are joy filled to announce and request your attendance at 
the marriage of their daughter Jane and Mr. John Smith.”  Here God is announcing through mighty angelic voices that His son (the 
lamb) is the bridegroom celebrating his long awaited union with his bride (the church).  The bride is ready and dressed in fine, 
bright and pure linen and it is time to celebrate.

No more harlot, the days of the bride have come!  At last the bride and groom come together - through days and years of longing 
and preparation and waiting and praying, the wedding supper, the day of celebration, gladness, love and joy is ready.  No more 
waiting.  No more waiting.  No more Babylon. No more judgment. No more beast. No more blood.  No more loss. No more hurting. No 
more struggle. No more separation.  Jesus is coming for his bride.  Hallelujah!

John is overwhelmed with all of this and falls to his knees before his angelic guide.  The angel doesn’t miss a beat but demands 
John not do that but instead - Worship God! (v. 10).  Of course that is what the angel says - that’s what this whole chapter is 
about - God being worshiped and praised!  Hear the call of heaven to join the worship of God now - for his everlasting judgment 
against his enemies and for the victory he has brought for his people - salvation, and power and glory belong to our God (19:1) - 
Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great (19:5) - “For the Lord our God, the 
Almighty, reigns. (19:6)!”

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
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