
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 18
Revelation 17:1 told us that this section of Revelation was all part of what John sees as a picture of the judgment upon Babylon 
the “great”.  That continues in chapter 18.

Revelation 18 opens with the phrase “after these things I saw…” and with that we will discover what John sees next in this 
vision of the judgment upon Babylon.  The two chapters are linked.  Revelation 17 gives a picture of Babylon and the forces of 
evil as a harlot and a beast. In Revelation 18 we step back a little and have an overhead view of the downfall of this evil 
system and those who are mourning and lamenting its destruction.  In other words - Babylon is dying, how are people responding?

Babylon Reminder: Our study has led us to understand the usage of “Babylon” in Revelation as a system which humanity (with 
spiritually demonic influence and partnership) has built to achieve power and authority with the explicit exclusion of God.  From 
the beginning, humans have set up “Babylons” to mimic the Kingdom of God without God’s involvement.  First with the tower of 
Babel (Genesis 11) and then repeated through various world powers (Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Rome, and beyond).  Another way to 
describe this would be the “kingdom of the world” (Revelation 11:15).  Babylon/Babylon the great is representative of this way 
and structure.

In this chapter we are also going to discover that this system is more than just political and ideological.  It’s also economic 
and material.  It’s a system that is not just a way to get power and authority, it's a way to get everything.  It’s the system 
that humanity had created to rule and reign and grow and play and eat and drink and travel and dress and work.  It’s the 
kingdom of this world and it is set up to permeate all of the areas of life.  Many people don’t care about politics, but are 
wrapped up in economic issues. Many people don’t care about the economy but are driven by their greed and desire for possessions.  
These things can be motivators and influencers which shape the emotions and thoughts of a person or they can be necessary 
provisions that a human puts in God’s hands.

And with this preface we begin Revelation 18.

Revelation 18:1-3 - Angelic Announcement: Babylon has fallen.

No longer the place of glory and power, now the dwelling place of evil and oppression.

Revelation 18:4-8 - Another Voice From Heaven

With judgment assured, the second voice from heaven calls God’s people to “come out of her (Babylon), my people” (18:4).  
This is a call to those reading the book of Revelation in light of the judgment that is coming.  Babylon is going to be 
destroyed, get away from her!  A few of the 7 churches from Revelation 2-3 were also warned to remove themselves from 
the evil of their cities.  This isn’t necessarily a call to leave a certain place, but to remove oneself from the value-
system.  (A similar call is made multiple times to God’s people in Jeremiah 51, which would be worth further study.)  More 
on this command later.
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v. 7 - there is a prophetic tradition from the Old Testament which imagines cities/nations as people that speak or are 
spoken to. Babylon, Assyria, Egypt, and others would “say” things and God, through his prophets, would speak back.

Verse 7 tells us that Babylon had said in her heart “I sit as a queen and I am not a widow and will never see 
mourning”.  This is a statement of pride and arrogance. She is saying I’m a queen that will rule forever - nothing is 
going to stop me, nothing is going to end my reign.  This arrogance is evidence of her sin - and God’s response is that 
her reign will end in one day!  This phrase is a quote from Isaiah 47.  In Isaiah 47 God announces Judgment on the literal 
Babylonian Empire which had defeated and exiled God’s people. Though God had used Babylon to judge His people, Babylon 
got arrogant and exalted itself - as a result, God brought judgment upon Babylon.

In Revelation 17 we’re reading of the judgment of the Babylon-like system which has exalted itself over all, a parallel 
of the judgment upon the Babylonian Empire in Isaiah’s day.

v. 8 - the LORD God who judges is strong.  This is what Jeremiah said as the judgment on the Babylonian empire was first 
prophesied: 

Jeremiah 50:33-34 - Thus says the LORD of hosts, "The sons of Israel are oppressed, And the sons of Judah as 
well; And all who took them captive have held them fast, They have refused to let them go. 34 "Their Redeemer is 
strong, the LORD of hosts is His name; He will vigorously plead their case So that He may bring rest to the earth, 
But turmoil to the inhabitants of Babylon.

Revelation 18:9-10 - Kings of the earth will weep

Those who have placed their trust in Babylon will be devastated when they realize her power is futile and authority is 
gone.  They forsook God and His ways and joined with Babylon - and now they will mourn because they were fooled and 
they were wrong.  They mingled with the harlot hoping they would have a future together, and now they are left with 
nothing.

Revelation 18:11-20 - The merchants of the earth will weep

Like the kings of the earth from verse 9-11, the “merchants of the earth” will also mourn as they see the glorious reign 
of this system end.  Those who had put their hope in “her” will mourn as they see their temporal hopes vanish.  They had 
wined and dined with the beast and are now left with the bill, only to discover that they have no way to pay for their 
fortunes are gone.

These two laments paint a picture similar to a funeral party gathering to mourn their friend.  They are devastated and 
heartbroken.  And now facing their own mortality.

Revelation 18: 21-24 - Another Angel With Another Message

This final message of Revelation 18 isn’t an announcement, it’s an object lesson.  Just like there is no hope for the 
recovery or rise of a great millstone from the bottom of the sea, so Babylon’s time is over.  John sees that Babylon is no 
longer a city teeming with life and activity, but now a desolate and dark place.  The shops are closed. The fun is over. 
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The music has stopped. The parties ended.  Normal life is no more.  So called “normal life” in fact a nefarious life - a 
deception all along - it was all a ruse of Babylon - and those who have placed their hope and future in her promises and 
protection are left naked, embarrassed and ashamed.

Before the chapter ends, there are a few things to highlight.  The first is that we see a few moments of  contrast 
between the rulers and merchants of Babylon and the saints and faithful ones of God. 

1 - v 20 - call to rejoice because the one that has been afflicting God’s people will be afflicted and judged. 
While most of the world is mourning, God’s people are called to rejoice because their salvation and vindication 
has come.

2 - v. 24 - As the glory of Babylon fades, something else is seen. As the sounds of Babylon’s celebration and 
commerce fades, something else is heard.  As the commotion of Babylon’s activity and work halts, something else 
is noticed.  It is the blood of the prophets and the saints and those who have been slain that is seen and noticed.

It is compelling to end this chapter and this section on the Babylonian judgment with this final verse.  If we envisioned 
the earlier section as a funeral gathering, this final verse brings to mind a courtroom or crime scene. Here’s why I 
suggest that: we’ve read about the destruction of Babylon and the crowd that has gathered to lament over her.  We know 
that her arrogance and her evil have reached thresholds that demand justice.  We know she has thrived in greed, 
exploitation, deception - clothed in outward sparkle and filled with inward abominations.  But the “smoking gun” piece 
of evidence that the prosecution is bringing before the strong judge (v. 8) is the blood of the prophets and saints (v. 
24).  God is not happy about the pride and greed and rejection of his ways, but He will not overlook the fact that His 
children have been killed by Babylon and her people.

And so judgment upon Babylon is decreed and vindication for God’s slain servants is assured.

Deuteronomy 32:43 - "Rejoice, O nations, with His people; For He will avenge the blood of His servants, And will 
render vengeance on His adversaries, And will atone for His land and His people." 

Some things to consider:

Why would we ever want to partake in the Babylon system?  This chapter teaches us that Babylon is the dwelling place of demons 
and unclean spirits!  This chapter teaches us that Babylon is the fallen and sentenced to judgment.  We read that those who have 
partnered with Babylon are going to mourn greatly when they realize they had put their hopes in her and wasted their lives on 
something that will be desolated. We need to remember that as the pressure, temptation and allure of this life offer us a chance 
to join the citizens of Babylon.

This reminds us of our need to stay in God’s word.  The Bible teaches us what is right, what is wrong.  The Bible, through the 
spirit of God’s illumination, outlines what it means to be a citizen of God’s kingdom and how that is remarkably different from 
this world.  Too many professed followers of King Jesus look like this world and not like their king.  This is not okay.  We are 
called to be the lights of the world, not look like the world.  We are called to be the salt of the earth, not settle for the 
system of this age.
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The text calls us to “come out of her my people…” This call is a gift and evidence of God’s grace.  Prior to the judgment of the 
world, God calls us to assess the makeup of our lives and make changes where we need to.  This is a call of salvation and 
rescue.

“Come out of her my people” is not a call to ignore.  How have you aligned with Babylon in your thinking, reactions, financial 
spending, entertainment, relationships, pleasure-seeking and more?  Each of us need to “consider our ways” as the prophet Haggai 
calls us to (Haggai 1:5, 7).  Don’t assume you’re exempt form this call.  Ask someone for prayer, ask someone for honest 
conversation - uncover every area of your heart and life that might be stamped “made in Babylon” and purge it from your soul.  
God will help you if and when you ask.  But just thinking reading these verses today doesn’t bring change - it is bringing your 
heart to the God who loves you and asking for help that begins change.

The call to come out of Babylon isn’t just a suggestion.  The context of the verse includes the warning that IF WE DON’T LEAVE 
BABULON, WE WILL BE DESTROYED TOO. 

Revelation 18:4 - Come out of her, my people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues;…

If we’re in the “city” when the judgement comes, judgement comes upon us.

Babylon is offering you and I a lot.  And the pressure to buy in is no joke.  Living in Babylon brings pleasure, success, power, 
answers, delight, fulfillment.  But Babylon’s offer is deadly and it’s a deception. God’s offer is better and eternal.  We live as 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth as we wait for the New Jerusalem, and we walk with God along this road.  As we walk we do 
find Pleasure, fulfillment, love, purpose and more.  And there is no deadly poison baked in to God’s way.  His offer is good and 
real and eternal.

Today we must reject the system of Babylon and the way of death she offers and renew our allegiance to the kingdom of God and 
the way of Jesus.  The people of Babylon appear to have strength now but will end in mourning and weeping, despair and death.  
The people of God are assured that our future is an eternal life with no mourning or weeping or dispair or death.  Choose this 
day whom you will serve.
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