
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 17 (Part 3)
Revelation 17:1-2 - What John Is Going To See

Revelation 17:3-6 - Woman Riding Beast

The beast: Scarlet colored.
Full of blasphemous names (written on the beast?)
Seven heads
Ten Horns

Revelation 17:7 - Why Do You Wonder?  I’ll Tell You What You’re Seeing

Revelation 17:8-14 - Some details about the beast

v. 8: 1 - “was and is not and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction”

2 - those who dwell on the earth (whose names are not written in the book of life) will wonder when 
they see the beast that he was and is not and will come.

v. 9: 3 - Seven heads are seven mountains that the woman (the Babylon system) sits on

v. 10: 4 - Seven heads are also seven kings. We are told 5 have fallen, one is and another 
has not yet come. When the 7th king comes he will “remain a little while”.

v. 11: 5 - The beast itself is an additional king (8!) that is like and with the 7 others and 
who will be destroyed.

v. 12-13: 6 - The 10 horns are 10 kings will haven’t yet been given a kingdom. But they will be 
aligned with the beast and have a short rule (cp. 1 hour).  

7 - Their singular purpose is to give their power and authority to the beast.

The goal of these kings and their kingdoms will be to try and defeat the Lamb and the Lamb’s followers.  But that will not 
happen (v. 14).

The phrases “was and is not and is about to come” and “was and is not” indicate this is something that has been and goes away 
and comes back.  This actually helps us connect the beast to something we have already seen.

As we have studied Revelation we have discovered that rather than being a chronological timeline style book, we have signs and 
visions and interludes and seals and trumpets and bowls.  Our study approach has been to ask “what does John see next?” as 
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opposed to “what happens next?”  This chapter is a good example of why that’s the better approach.  What John sees in Revelation 
17 is something he/we have already seen in Revelation 13.  This isn’t something we’re seeing that is new, it’s just a new way of 
seeing something we’ve already been shown.  Let’s review what we saw there and then return to Revelation 17.

Revelation 13:1 - And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 
horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.

Revelation 13:2 - And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like 
the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority.

This beast is doing the dragon’s (devil’s) work.

Revelation 13:3-8 - I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was 
amazed and followed after the beast; 4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" 5 There was given to him a 
mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. 6 And he 
opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 
It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and 
tongue and nation was given to him. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been 
written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.

One of the heads of this beast appears to have a “mortal wound” (ESV) - in other words having been killed/slain, yet healed. This 
is related to idea of the beast that “was, and is not, and is about to come…”

As a result the people of the earth are in awe of this beast. Then we see a second beast appear who will support the first beast 
with false signs and wonders.

Revelation 13:11-14 - Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke 
as a dragon. 12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who 
dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire 
come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the 
signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image 
to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.

In addition to Revelation 17 & 13, this beast is seen by Daniel in Daniel 7

Daniel 7:7-8 - "After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and 
extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and 
it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 "While I was contemplating the horns, 
behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; 
and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.
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This beast Daniel saw had 10 horns, and then an additional horn grows, knocking out 3 of the 10 (10-3=7).  So the Daniel’s beast 
had 10 horns and then 7 horns and then an 8th horn that is with the 7.  For anyone new to the Bible, or unfamiliar with Biblical 
prophecy, we should be able to see that there is a common pattern of numbers in these visions. (There are more parallels in Daniel 
and it would be good to read Daniel 2 & 7 on your own time).

In the Bible’s Prophetic literature, beasts, heads/horns symbolize kingdoms and/or the kings of those kingdoms, often with little 
distinction between the two.  Interestingly, the language used here about this beast is similar to the language used about the 
lamb. The beast we see in Revelation 13 has power, authority and a throne and most shockingly, appears to be “slain” and 
“healed.” As a result the whole world “follows” & “worships” this beast. It is a false and deceptive alternative to Christ - 
mimicking his power and rule and even his death and resurrection.  A false substitute which is actually empowered by the 
dragon. Could we not conclude that such an affront to Jesus Christ & a mocking & mimicking counterfeit is in fact “anti-Christ”?

Is this a person?  A person who appears to be taken out (killed or removed) but then returns?  With this interpretation, a 
figure who is blasphemous to God and oppressive to the saints would be the one through whom the Babylon-system is ruled 
over.  A common idea within this interpretation is that this person could be literally or deceivingly physically wounded or 
killed and healed, this person could be disposed of and returned to power.

Is this a system?  A kingdom that appears to be destroyed but then comes back in power?  With this interpretation a 
“kingdom” is the vehicle through which the Babylon-system is advancing.  In such a case a nation or government could rise to 
power, be removed from power/defeated, and then return to power again.  This could be the same kingdom or another kingdom 
that resembles the previous one.

Here is how Daniel’s vision of this beast concludes:

Daniel 7:23-26 - "Thus he said: 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the 
other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it. 24 'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom 
ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue 
three kings. 25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to 
make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 26 'But the 
court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.

Each generation has been called to be alert regarding these matters.  This meant something to the Jews in Daniel’s day and it 
meant something to the Christians of Revelation’s writing.  If you recall, another study key to our approach is to ask “what did 
this mean to them” first and then “what does this mean to us”.  The text of Revelation has to speak to the first century church 
and provide wisdom and hope and not just be a decoder ring for 21st century newsfeeds.  So, with all of these wild images, what 
did this mean to our brothers and sisters of John’s day?

While John uses the word “mystery”, The early church certainly must have had Rome in mind as they read these things. There are 
historical individuals and events that fit with these things.  Both the empire and emperor of Rome fit much of this.  The early 
church had eyes wide open when reading this passage.
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For us now, we can see the patterns of the previous empires and look at our world and the things that unfold in the days ahead.  
We’re watching for deception.  We’re watching for evil.  We’re watching for authority figures and authority systems which work 
against God and His ways…
A couple points to close:

1 - These chapters reveal that most of us are not well versed in Scripture and that must change. Some of us may be overwhelmed today 
and even discouraged after what we have looked at.  Do not allow that feeling to cause you to push away from the Bible - instead 
recognize that we all need to keep reading and praying and reading and praying.  I have been actively studying the Bible for over 20 
years, focused on Judaic studies as an undergrad and then attended Bible college after that - and there are many places of Scripture 
that I still don’t understand.  But I don’t want to quit in my quest for truth and understanding - especially in matters that appear 
to be critical to the days in which I live.  None of us will read through the Bible once and “get it”.  In fact if you complete the 
great and important work of reading the Bible, you will likely understand less than you don’t!  But the Bible is a living book, God’s 
Holy Word and it is part of our relationship with God - and relationships take time and require communication and thought and 
effort. We live in an incredible era of accessibility to the Bible - unparallelled in History. Do not settle for a nice encouraging 
verse on your fridge magnet.  Dive in and as the author of the book to teach you.

2 - These chapters are saying something we need to understand and be praying and watchful for. The things we have read in Revelation 
17 speak of great deception, great delusion, and great evil. God’s people must be separated for the life and work of God.  We must take 
seriously our calling to be holy and obedient followers of Jesus Christ.  It may seem like these things are a long way off or not 
affecting our world today - but isn’t that exactly what the deceiving one would want us to think? We shouldn’t be afraid or paranoid 
but we must be watchful.  Jesus teaches that to his disciples often in the gospel accounts. We should avoid jumping to conclusions and 
in a rush to say we have it all figured out.  Instead, we should look at the world through the lens of the prophetic and be loving and 
zealous watchmen for our lives and world.  We may not see the final beast in our lifetime, but the “spirit of the antichrist, of which 
you have heard is coming, is now already in the world” (1 John 4:3).  Time is short.

3 - The final reflection of this section is a reminder that consistent throughout these disturbing prophecies is an account of the 
conclusion to the whole story - namely, that God wins. That truth shouldn’t negate the sobriety that we just discussed in the 
previous point - but it should fuel our faith and inspire boldness and courage in the people of God.  In each of the passages we looked 
at today the end of the story is in view.

Revelation 17:14 - "These (kings) will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."

Revelation 14:1 - Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion…

Daniel 7:27 - 'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the 
people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.'

Even Revelation 17 itself begins by telling us that this is all the story of the “judgment of the great harlot” (17:1).  Even as we 
learn about these beasts, we’re reading about their downfall not their victory.

Yet, while there is victory assured, that doesn’t mean there isn't a battle that must first be waged.  The battle is ongoing and we 
are not spectators in this battle.  We’re both soldiers and targets in this war. But what a gamechanger to know that we don’t fight 
for the victory, we fight from a place of victory.  And we aren’t left to fight with our own strength, but invited and commanded “to 
be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might (Ephesians 6:10).” And He and his power will overcome because he is the Lord of 
Lord and king of kings.  And he shall reign forever and ever.
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