
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 16 (Part 3)
The main takeaway from Revelation 16 is called the “wrath of God.” The chapter describes the enacting of God’s judgment upon 
the earth as depicted through seven angels pouring seven bowls on the earth.  The imagery of the bowls being poured out is used 
to illustrate that these actions are intentional (they aren’t cups accidentally knocked over) and that they are pervasive (liquid 
poured out of large bowls would flow everywhere and fill every crack and crevice).  But how does the story of human history 
arrive at this terrifying point?  Why is God pouring out his wrath upon his creation?  That is the question that will be answered 
in this part of our study.  There are many important Old Testament passages which speak of the wrath of God, but I thought it 
would be helpful and important to see the New Testament’s teaching on this subject.  Outside observers have often wrongly 
proposed that there is a “Wrathful God of the Old Testament and a loving God of the New Testament.”  The truth is, there is only 
one God - and his nature and character is consistently revealed from Genesis to Revelation.  He is the God of love, but being a 
God of love, doesn’t mean there is no wrath or judgment.

“The wrath of God is God’s strong and settled opposition to all that is evil that arises out of God’s very nature. God’s 
wrath is a burning zeal for the right, coupled with a perfect hatred for everything that is evil.” (Leon Morris, “The 
Apostolic Preaching Of The Cross”, page 180)

We will begin in Paul’s letter to the church in Rome which gives us some clear understanding at why and how the end of God’s 
story includes this important moment of the wrath of God.

Romans 1:16-19 - The gospel makes known the righteousness of God

Romans 1:20-23 - Brief description of what humans did

Romans 1:24-32 - How God Responded, And The Resulting Actions of Humans

God has made himself known and humanity has said “no.”  When humanity feels shame because of their sin, instead of taking it to 
God, they suppress it (v. 18).  Additional sin is then committed by actions that help “suppress” or ignore the brokenness.

Romans 1 describes the depravity of humanity in general.  Romans 2 speaks to a second group.

Romans 2:1-6 - Before you think of the “world” out there as terrible and deserving judgment, God speaks about those who know 
what is right and have still fallen short of His glorious standard.

Romans 2:6-11 - Ethnic or religious backgrounds aren’t relevant, doing what is right before God is what matters

Romans 2:16 (NLT) - And this is the message I proclaim-- that the day is coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will 
judge everyone's secret life.

Romans 3:9-18, 23 - Final resume of humanity
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So, if every human is guilty of sin, how does that relate to the wrath of God in Revelation?  Well, the consequence for sin or 
better said, the penalty for those given a guilty verdict in the courtroom of God’s justice is a death sentence (more on that in a 
bit).  Paul concisely says in Romans 6:23:

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

But this isn’t the kind of trial where the accused could say “oh your honor, I didn’t know it was actually a 25mph school zone I 
was driving 75 mph in”, for there are signs posted all over.  As we have already read in Romans and the Bible supports elsewhere, 
the “laws” of God have been posted in a variety of places.  Here’s a refresher:

1 - God told the first humans the facts from the very start:

Genesis 2:15-17 - Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The 
LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."

2 - God has hardwired into every human a conscience, which is that inner place of a man or woman’s heart that directs them in 
right/wrong, good/evil, helpful/hurtful ways.  While humans can eventually ignore or disable their conscience over time, this 
doesn’t happen until there is ample activity from it.  The English word “conscience” comes from the latin words con and scire 
which mean “with” “knowledge or awareness”

Romans 2:14-15 (NLT) - Even Gentiles, who do not have God's written law, show that they know his law when they 
instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God's law is written in their hearts, for 
their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.

3 - God has embedded his existence and his righteousness into the creation.  This “evidence” works in conjunction with the human 
conscience.

Psalm 19:1-4 (NLT) - The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. 2 Day after day they 
continue to speak; night after night they make him known. 3 They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never 
heard. 4 Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world. God has made a home in the 
heavens for the sun.

4 - God has sent out his word through his people. First through the Law of Moses and Israel and then through Jesus and the 
church.

1 Kings 8:41-43 (NLT) - (Solomon prayed to the LORD) "In the future, foreigners who do not belong to your people Israel 
will hear of you (Yahweh). They will come from distant lands because of your name, 42 for they will hear of your great 
name and your strong hand and your powerful arm. And when they pray toward this Temple, 43 then hear from heaven 
where you live, and grant what they ask of you. In this way, all the people of the earth will come to know and fear you 
(Yahweh), just as your own people Israel do…
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Psalm 67:1-2 - God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us-- Selah. 2 That Your way may be 
known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations.

Matthew 28:19-20 - "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age."

Acts 1:8 - but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."

In other words, there are 4 clear ways that God has communicated his terms and conditions on human life and every person is 
“without excuse” (Romans 1:20).  And even in the context of these unambiguous communicators of right and wrong and life and 
death, God does not just stand high and aloof as an unmoved judge eager to hammer his gavel.  Throughout history, and recorded 
in Scripture, the Creator is compassionate and gracious, longsuffering and kind - working and acting to grant pardon, 
forgiveness and mercy.  This devotion to mercy culminates in the ministry of his own son who declared that:

John 3:16 - "...God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

Notice Jesus says that the default setting is “perishing” and that because of God’s love and through faith in Christ, a person 
can “not perish”.  That’s a pretty sobering truth planted right in the most famous bible verse.  But so that we don’t move away 
from our topic on the wrath of God, let's read what Jesus continues to teach after John 3:16.

John 3:17-21, 36 - “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved 
through Him. 18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone who does evil hates 
the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 "But he who practices the truth 
comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."

36 - "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him."

So Jesus himself speaks of this reality in conjunction with the reason he has been sent by the Father. He preaches and teaches 
that the wrath of God is coming, and Jesus is here as God’s rescue plan from the wrath for all those who will believe.  The world 
is already under judgment - but on the cross, Jesus takes the wrath of God as a punishment - though he was not guilty of that 
punishment!  The gospel declares that the judge of the universe is accepting Christ's payment on behalf of any and all who have 
faith in Jesus!  That is an unbelievable reality!

Romans 5:6-9 - For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die 
for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
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Make no mistake, the wrath of God is coming and will be meted out appropriately for each man and woman.  Someone who has faith 
in Jesus doesn’t “escape” the wrath of God as if it suddenly is no longer relevant or existing.  No, the wrath of God is still 
real and right and just - but for those who have faith in God’s wonderful and perfect and loving son, the wrath of God falls on 
him instead of us.

Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.

Oh the great love of our God and Our King.  No wonder the angelic host sing:

Revelation 5:9 - And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

In conclusion, the wrath of God described in Revelation 16 (and elsewhere) is real and is righteous and is coming upon the 
creation - as a consequence of the rebellion of each person against their creator. But today, there is a window open called the 
mercy of God - and that open window is an opportunity for men and women to be forgiven of their sin and escape the coming 
punishment that they deserve. This is exactly what mercy is - undeserved kindness shown to one who deserves judgment!  The open 
window is announced through the gospel which proclaims the invitation to all the world that there is mercy from God for you 
today.  There is mercy! There is mercy!  There is mercy through Jesus Christ!  There is mercy today!  Receive it and be saved from 
the wrath to come.
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