
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 16 (Part 2)
Revelation 16:1, 12-16 - 6th Bowl: Demonic Spirits Influence Gathering At Har-Megedon

Har - [02022], har: hill, hill country, mountain, mount.

“Har” means mountain, and Megiddo is the place of this mountain. Megiddo isn’t really a “mountain” in the traditional sense, it’s 
more of a hill that has been built upon over and over again.  It stands as one of the higher elevations in a region known as the 
Jezreel Valley. The Jezreel Valley is an intersection point in the land of Israel (about 55 miles north of Jerusalem)

“It’s been called the “heart” of the promised land—a 141-square-mile triangle in the north-central area of Israel. Today, 
the Jezreel Valley is Israel’s breadbasket. A beautiful plain of fertile fields and winding roads, it’s hemmed in by rolling 
mountains that offer stunning scenic views.

Located at the crossroads of two international travel routes, the Jezreel Valley has always been of strategic importance 
for travel, trade, and military campaigns. The international highway passes through the valley, connecting the major 
centers of Egypt with Damascus. The coastal highway extends north from Egypt to Phoenicia. The great fortress city of 
Megiddo lies at the junction of these two highways.” 

No one traveling north to south or east to west could avoid passing through the Jezreel Valley. It was the main connecting 
point between the nations, like a giant “X” in the middle of Israel—a grand central station of sorts.  And because it 
guarded the easiest route to the Fertile Crescent, whoever controlled the Jezreel Valley controlled travel and trade (ie., 
taxes). This flat valley and unique and strategic location—combined with two natural water sources—turned this land 
into the most contested piece of real estate in antiquity.  Perhaps this is why Napoleon called the Jezreel Valley “the most 
natural battleground of the whole earth.”” (via logos.com/grow/is-the-jezreel-valley-the-stage-for-the-final-battle/)

One 
of 
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most significant from a biblical-historical perspective is this is where a battle was fought during the reign of Josiah. The 
kingdom of Judah fought against Egypt (ruled by Pharaoh Neco) and it was in this area that Judah was defeated and king Josiah 
was killed.

2 Chronicles 35:20-27 (NLT) - After Josiah had finished restoring the Temple, King Neco of Egypt led his army up from Egypt to do 
battle at Carchemish on the Euphrates River, and Josiah and his army marched out to fight him. 21 But King Neco sent messengers 
to Josiah with this message: "What do you want with me, king of Judah? I have no quarrel with you today! I am on my way to 
fight another nation, and God has told me to hurry! Do not interfere with God, who is with me, or he will destroy you."

22 But Josiah refused to listen to Neco, to whom God had indeed spoken, and he would not turn back. Instead, he disguised 
himself and led his army into battle on the plain of Megiddo. 

23 But the enemy archers hit King Josiah with their arrows and wounded him. He cried out to his men, "Take me from the battle, 
for I am badly wounded!" 24 So they lifted Josiah out of his chariot and placed him in another chariot. Then they brought him 
back to Jerusalem, where he died. He was buried there in the royal cemetery. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for him. 25 The 
prophet Jeremiah composed funeral songs for Josiah, and to this day choirs still sing these sad songs about his death. These 
songs of sorrow have become a tradition and are recorded in The Book of Laments. 26 The rest of the events of Josiah's reign and 
his acts of devotion (carried out according to what was written in the Law of the LORD), 27 from beginning to end-- all are 
recorded in The Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.

2 Chronicles 36:1-7 (NLT) - Then the people of the land took Josiah's son Jehoahaz and made him the next king in Jerusalem. 2 
Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. 3 Then he was deposed by 
the king of Egypt, who demanded that Judah pay 7,500 pounds of silver and 75 pounds of gold as tribute. 4 The king of Egypt 
then installed Eliakim, the brother of Jehoahaz, as the next king of Judah and Jerusalem, and he changed Eliakim's name to 
Jehoiakim. Then Neco took Jehoahaz to Egypt as a prisoner. 5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he 
reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. 6 Then King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and captured it, and he bound Jehoiakim in bronze chains and led him away to Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar also 
took some of the treasures from the Temple of the LORD, and he placed them in his palace in Babylon.

2 Chronicles 36:15-20 (NLT) - The LORD, the God of their ancestors, repeatedly sent his prophets to warn them, for he had 
compassion on his people and his Temple. 16 But the people mocked these messengers of God and despised their words. They scoffed 
at the prophets until the LORD's anger could no longer be restrained and nothing could be done. 17 So the LORD brought the king 
of Babylon against them. The Babylonians killed Judah's young men, even chasing after them into the Temple. They had no pity on 
the people, killing both young men and young women, the old and the infirm. God handed all of them over to Nebuchadnezzar. 18 
The king took home to Babylon all the articles, large and small, used in the Temple of God, and the treasures from both the 
LORD's Temple and from the palace of the king and his officials. 19 Then his army burned the Temple of God, tore down the walls 
of Jerusalem, burned all the palaces, and completely destroyed everything of value. 20 The few who survived were taken as 
exiles to Babylon, and they became servants to the king and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power.

The death of Josiah, in the “plain of Megiddo” (2 Chronicles 35:22), signaled the end of the kingdom of Judah, and the rise of 
Babylon’s empire and the exile of God’s people from the promised land.
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In the book of Revelation, a final battle is mentioned where the kings of the earth will gather.  The last significant battle of 
this area was the end of Judah’s reign and the rise of Babylon.  The final battle in this area will be the end of “Babylon” and 
the rise of the Lion of Judah’s reign.

In fact, we will learn in Revelation 19, that though the nations of the earth will gather their forces against God, their march 
will be futile:

Revelation 19:19-21 (NLT) - Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight 
against the one sitting on the horse and his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did 
mighty miracles on behalf of the beast-- miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast and who 
worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 Their 
entire army was killed by the sharp sword that came from the mouth of the one riding the white horse. And the vultures all 
gorged themselves on the dead bodies.

So what is “Armageddon”?  Armageddon is the location of the kingdom of this world’s final attempt to resist God and His rule.  
Specifically, the devil’s final attempt to gain power and control - remember the “kings of the whole world” gather together 
after being deceived by the demons (like frogs) which come out of the dragon’s mouth.

This may be a literal event in this literal place, or it may be spiritually symbolic of the attempts of the devil to fight against 
God’s plan and the futility of that attempt.

In 2 Chronicles, Megiddo was the place where the last righteous Davidic king was killed.  The text tells us that there was great 
mourning at the death of Josiah.  Josiah was killed after being pierced by an arrow on the battlefield.  He was brought back to 
Jerusalem where he died.

2 Chronicles 35:22-25 - But Josiah refused to listen to Neco, to whom God had indeed spoken, and he would not turn back. 
Instead, he disguised himself and led his army into battle on the plain of Megiddo. 23 But the enemy archers hit King Josiah 
with their arrows and wounded him. He cried out to his men, "Take me from the battle, for I am badly wounded!" 24 So they 
lifted Josiah out of his chariot and placed him in another chariot. Then they brought him back to Jerusalem, where he died. He 
was buried there in the royal cemetery. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for him. 25 The prophet Jeremiah composed funeral 
songs for Josiah, and to this day choirs still sing these sad songs about his death. These songs of sorrow have become a 
tradition and are recorded in The Book of Laments.

The anointed, Davidic King (Josiah) dies in Jerusalem after being pierced in a battle that took place in Megiddo. The entire nation 
mourned this terrible event.  Soon after that event, Jerusalem was destroyed and God’s people were overtaken by Babylon.

Read that again: The anointed, Davidic King (Josiah) dies in Jerusalem after being pierced in a battle that took place in Megiddo. 
The entire nation mourned this terrible event.  Soon after that event, Jerusalem was destroyed and God’s people were overtaken by 
Babylon.

Now let’s read an end-time prophecy from the prophet Zechariah and think about it in light of the final battle at Har-Megiddo 
mentioned in Revelation 16:
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Zechariah 12:1-9 (NLT) - This message concerning the fate of Israel came from the LORD: "This message is from the LORD, who 
stretched out the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth, and formed the human spirit. 2 I will make Jerusalem like an 
intoxicating drink that makes the nearby nations stagger when they send their armies to besiege Jerusalem and Judah.

3 On that day I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock. All the nations will gather against it to try to move it, but they 
will only hurt themselves. 4 "On that day," says the LORD, "I will cause every horse to panic and every rider to lose his 
nerve. I will watch over the people of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of their enemies.

5 And the clans of Judah will say to themselves, 'The people of Jerusalem have found strength in the LORD of Heaven's Armies, 
their God.' 6 "On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a flame that sets a woodpile ablaze or like a burning torch 
among sheaves of grain. They will burn up all the neighboring nations right and left, while the people living in Jerusalem 
remain secure.

7 "The LORD will give victory to the rest of Judah first, before Jerusalem, so that the people of Jerusalem and the royal line 
of David will not have greater honor than the rest of Judah. 8 On that day the LORD will defend the people of Jerusalem; the 
weakest among them will be as mighty as King David! And the royal descendants will be like God, like the angel of the LORD 
who goes before them! 9 For on that day I will begin to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

God promises to reverse the fortunes of His people.  When the nations gather against Judah/Jerusalem, God will fight for them!  
Hallelujah!  And all of the enemies of God’s people will be destroyed.  But, something incredible is going to happen at this moment 
- let's read on to see how this prophecy concludes:

Zechariah 12:10-11 (NLT) - "Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the family of David and on the people of 
Jerusalem. They will look on me whom they have pierced and mourn for him as for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him 
as for a firstborn son who has died. 11 The sorrow and mourning in Jerusalem on that day will be like the great mourning for 
Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddo.

God is going to fight for his people and when they see how He brings victory, there will surely be joy (more on that in a moment) 
but in a remarkable twist there will also be sorrow and mourning!  And the mourning will be just like the mourning that 
happened in the valley of Megiddo (when the nation mourned the death of great King Josiah) - So, why will there be mourning?  
Because the people are going to see that salvation is coming to them through the one who was pierced!!  

God’s people mourned when the arrow pierced their king (Josiah), leading to his death and their eventual destruction.  Yet in the 
end of the age, God’s people are going to mourn because they see that the way they are saved is through the one who was pierced!

Isaiah 53:5-6 - But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our 
well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned 
to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

God saves his people through the death of his “only son” Jesus! And even though victory is coming, there will be sorrow as God’s 
people again remember what it cost.
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1 Peter 1:18-19 (NLT) - For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. 
And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. 19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10a - For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 who died for us…

With a full mix of gratitude and sorrow and joy, we will see that God will bring victory over evil’s last attempt at rebellion 
and in the end will be the supreme and victorious conqueror.  Zechariah’s prophecy tells us how the story concludes:

Zechariah 14:3-5 (NLT) - Then the LORD will go out to fight against those nations, as he has fought in times past. 4 On that 
day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem. And the Mount of Olives will split apart, making a wide 
valley running from east to west. Half the mountain will move toward the north and half toward the south. 5 You will flee 
through this valley, for it will reach across to Azal. Yes, you will flee as you did from the earthquake in the days of King 
Uzziah of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all his holy ones with him.

Zechariah 14:9 (NLT) - And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day there will be one LORD-- his name alone will 
be worshiped.

The wrath of God is going to come and all opposition to the LORD’s reign and rule will be stopped and overcome.  God will fight 
for His people and their enemies will be destroyed.  And those who see the LORD’s salvation will have a mix of mourning and 
rejoicing as they see that God’s way of saving the world was through the one who was pierced - Jesus the anointed one - the son 
of David, the son of God - who is king of kings and Lord of Lords.
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