
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 15
We said in our last study that things in Revelation were heading towards an intense and difficult period.  Here is a quick 
summary of what I mean by that.

Revelation 16 is going to begin to describe the “wrath of God” that is going to be “poured out” (using imagery of liquid being 
poured out of seven bowls).  These seven plagues will come upon the earth and bring devastation to the earth, the inhabitants of 
the earth, and the ruler(s) of the earth.  Then in Revelation 17, the beast and the dragon he is serving will be targeted.  
Revelation 18 will follow with the judgment and end of Babylon, humanity’s kingdom attempt.  Revelation 19-20 will describe the 
end of the beast, the false prophet and those who have followed after their ways - culminating in the arrest and destruction of 
the devil himself.  The final scene of Revelation 20 will outline great judgment of all and everyone who has ever lived - and 
God’s justice being unswervingly being done to all.  This critical section of Scripture will conclude with the final annihilation 
of every evil thing, every evil person and death itself - by being thrown into the lake of fire.

That is what is next.  But first we read Revelation 15 at just the right time.

Revelation 15:1 - Seven Angels With Seven Plagues

“Another sign” - previously this language was used to describe the woman in Revelation 12 which was representative of 
Israel and Mary as well as the “great red dragon” of Revelation 12 which tries to devour the woman’s child and fights 
against the saints.  These visions are vivid and have thus far illustrated the spiritual battle between God and His people 
and the forces of evil, led by Satan.

“The last” - the last plagues. The last as in the final ones in history, but also the last in the series of plagues we 
have already seen in Revelation.  Through these last seven plagues, the wrath of God will be meted out and completed.  
The Greek word used for “finished” is teleo which means to bring to an end, accomplish or complete.

Seven is a number used throughout Scripture.  It seems to carry the meaning of completion, finding its origin in the 7 days of 
Creation itself. In fact, the Hebrew word for seven uses the same letters as the Hebrew word for complete/full.  Joshua marched 
around Jericho 7x. Naaman is told to wash in the Jordan 7x. There were 7 Jewish feasts in the yearly calendar. Debts were to be 
forgiven in the 7th year. Even the rainbow symbolizing God’s covenant and the end of the judgment during Noah’s time has 7 
colors.  So while there is more to the final judgment than just these 7 plagues, for the seven angels to have seven final 
plagues, it communicates a completion and fullness of the wrath of God.

There’s also one other Biblical precedent to the judgment and the number 7.  In Leviticus 26:1-13, God outlined the 
rewards/blessings that would come to God’s people if they obeyed him.  In contrast, Leviticus 26:14-29 describes the consequences 
to disobedience.  Interestingly, throughout the section describing the things that will happen if God’s people rebel and disobey, 
this is repeated:
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Leviticus 26:18 - 'If also after these things you do not obey Me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins.

Leviticus 26:21 - 'If then, you act with hostility against Me and are unwilling to obey Me, I will increase the plague on 
you seven times according to your sins.

Leviticus 26:23-24 - 'And if by these things you are not turned to Me, but act with hostility against Me, 24 then I will 
act with hostility against you; and I, even I, will strike you seven times for your sins.

Leviticus 26:27-28 - 'Yet if in spite of this you do not obey Me, but act with hostility against Me, 28 then I will act 
with wrathful hostility against you, and I, even I, will punish you seven times for your sins.

The 7 plagues of God’s wrath are the consequence and result of the disobedience and hostility of the creation against their 
creator.

Revelation 15:2-4 - A Choir & A Song

The Choir: A multitude appears at the area “like a sea of glass mixed with fire”. We know from previous study that this 
is before the throne of God (see Revelation 4:6; Exodus 24:10, Ezekiel 1:22).  This group is composed of the “victorious” 
ones we have encountered throughout Revelation and have been encouraged to emulate (cp. Revelation 12:11).  They are 
holding “harps of God”.

The Song(s): The Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb.  There seems to be a remix/medley of two of the great songs in 
God’s redemptive story.  The second song is a new song introduced a few chapters ago.  We’ll revisit that one first:

The Song Of The Lamb: Revelation 5:9-10, 12-14

What is the song of the lamb all about?

The Song Of Moses: Song 1 - Exodus 15:1-18 (timing)

What is this song of Moses all about?

Song 2 - Deuteronomy 31:28-30; 32:1-43 (timing)

Deuteronomy 31:28-30 (NLT) - "Now summon all the elders and officials of your tribes, so that I can speak to them 
directly and call heaven and earth to witness against them. 29 I know that after my death you will become utterly 
corrupt and will turn from the way I have commanded you to follow. In the days to come, disaster will come down on you, 
for you will do what is evil in the LORD's sight, making him very angry with your actions." 30 So Moses recited this 
entire song publicly to the assembly of Israel:
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Deuteronomy 32:1-4 (NLT) - "Listen, O heavens, and I will speak! Hear, O earth, the words that I say! 2 Let my teaching 
fall on you like rain; let my speech settle like dew. Let my words fall like rain on tender grass, like gentle showers on 
young plants. 3 I will proclaim the name of the LORD; how glorious is our God! 4 He is the Rock; his deeds are perfect. 
Everything he does is just and fair. He is a faithful God who does no wrong; how just and upright he is!

Moses will then sing of the history of how God’s people were cared for, how they turned from him and how they forgot His 
goodness.

Deuteronomy 32:15-18 (NLT) - "But Israel soon became fat and unruly; the people grew heavy, plump, and stuffed! Then 
they abandoned the God who had made them; they made light of the Rock of their salvation. 16 They stirred up his 
jealousy by worshiping foreign gods; they provoked his fury with detestable deeds. 17 They offered sacrifices to demons, 
which are not God, to gods they had not known before, to new gods only recently arrived, to gods their ancestors had 
never feared. 18 You neglected the Rock who had fathered you; you forgot the God who had given you birth.

He retells how they were foolish but that in His mercy he calls them to return to him - and if/when they do, he will welcome them 
and instead of bringing judgment upon them, he will bring judgment upon their idols and their enemies.

Deuteronomy 32:36-39 (NLT) - "Indeed, the LORD will give justice to his people, and he will change his mind about his 
servants, when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free. 37 Then he will ask, 'Where are their 
gods, the rocks they fled to for refuge? 38 Where now are those gods, who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the 
wine of their offerings? Let those gods arise and help you! Let them provide you with shelter! 39 Look now; I myself am 
he! There is no other god but me! I am the one who kills and gives life; I am the one who wounds and heals; no one can be 
rescued from my powerful hand!

Deuteronomy 32:40-44 (NLT) - Now I raise my hand to heaven and declare, "As surely as I live, 41 when I sharpen my 
flashing sword and begin to carry out justice, I will take revenge on my enemies and repay those who reject me. 42 I will 
make my arrows drunk with blood, and my sword will devour flesh-- the blood of the slaughtered and the captives, and 
the heads of the enemy leaders."' 43 "Rejoice with him, you heavens, and let all of God's angels worship him. Rejoice with 
his people, you nations, and let all the angels be strengthened in him. For he will avenge the blood of his servants; he 
will take revenge against his enemies. He will repay those who hate him and cleanse the land for his people." 44 So Moses 
came with Joshua son of Nun and recited all the words of this song to the people.

What is this song of Moses all about?

To summarize the song of Moses: God has done what he said he will do. And in the context of the plagues defeating Pharoah, he is 
the victorious warrior!  And at the end of Moses’ life, another song is written which can be summarized - God has done what he 
said he will do - and in the context of the relationship with his people in the days to come - he will fight for them, care for 
them, warn them, and forgive them - with a final warning to all that will oppose God and His children!

Whichever “song of Moses” this will be, it’s summarized in Revelation 15:3-4.  It is an exaltation of God and a declaration of His 
glorious character, His supreme worthiness and His unmatched power.  
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But the singing of this song at this time is remarkable.  The song is a song of victory - victory of the lamb and victory of God - 
and it is a song that is being sung before the final battle!

Revelation 15:5-8 - The Seven Angels Appear & Prepare

With the song resounding from heaven and throughout the created order, our eyes see along with John the next scene - a scene at 
the very center of it all - the heavenly temple of God opened.  We see that one of the 4 living creatures that is before God’s 
throne (of Revelation 4-5) distributes the bowls to the seven angels previously mentioned - who are also now described.  They are 
wearing linen - clean and bright - and they are girded around their chests with “golden sashes.”

There’s been someone wearing this outfit earlier in Revelation:

Revelation 1:13-14 (NLT) And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. He was wearing a 
long robe with a gold sash across his chest. 14 His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes 
were like flames of fire.

The language used here is deliberate and emphatic - 
 This judgment is coming from Almighty God himself.  
 The angels entrusted with the assignment appear to be the angels of Jesus Christ himself.
 The supernatural energy and intensity of this event shuts even the most holy of beings and creatures out of the 

immediate presence of God.

Victory is already assured, the praises of the Conquering Hero are already sung.  God is the winner and the sure judgment and 
defeat of all those that oppose him is at hand.

"Great and marvelous are your works, O Lord God, the Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations.
Who will not fear you, Lord, and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come and worship before you, 
for your righteous deeds have been revealed." Revelation 15:3-4 (NLT)
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