
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 14 (part 3)
Revelation 14:1-8

Chapter 14 Vision:

Victorious Lamb Appears On Mt. Zion
Redeemed Saints With The Lamb
Angelic Announcements…

Judgment is coming (the bowls of God’s wrath about to be poured out in Revelation 16). And so there are a few final 
announcements that ring our via angelic and heavenly call

1 - Gospel Announcement (v. 6-7):

A. Eternal gospel
B. “fear God and give him glory…”
C. “hour of judgment is coming”
D. “worship him who made heaven and earth and the sea and springs of water”

Q - Why do you think this announcement is made at this time?

If this is a final, 11th hour appeal to the earth to turn to God before judgment day - How important is worship??!!  How 
important is giving God glory?  How important is fearing Him?  It’s as if this is the correct response to this moment.  If a 
plane is making an emergency landing, look for the nearest exit.  If there is a loss of cabin pressure, put the mask over 
your nose & mouth.  In case of water landing, your seat cushion can be used as a flotation device.  These announcements 
are made at the start of a flight and would be repeated in case of emergency.  They are critical announcements that are 
going to bring safety to the person in danger.

That is what the gospel is and the call to worship the God of Creation alone.

Revelation 14:8 - Announcement #2

2 - System Failure Announcement (v. 8)

A. “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great”
B. “...she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality…”

What is Babylon?
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At the time of John’s writing, Babylon wasn’t really a significant player on the world stage.  It’s likely that this reference 
isn’t speaking of the literal country or city of babylon, but of what Babylon represents Biblically - and there is a lot that 
Scripture communicates about Babylon.

Where is/was Babylon?

Garden of Eden - 

Genesis 2:8-14 - The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; 
and there He placed the man whom He had formed. 9 Out of the ground the 
LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good 
for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. 10 Now a river flowed out of Eden to water 
the garden; and from there it divided and became four rivers. 11 The name of 
the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there 
is gold. 12 The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone 
are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the 
whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of 
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
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Nimrod, Babel, Shinar - 

Genesis 10:6-11 - The sons of Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush were Seba and Havilah 
and Sabtah and Raamah and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. 8 Now Cush became the father of 
Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod 
a mighty hunter before the LORD." 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land 
of Shinar.  11 From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah,

The Tower of Babel - 

Genesis 11:1-9 - Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. 2 It came about as they journeyed 
east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to one another, "Come, let us make 
bricks and burn them thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 4 They said, "Come, let us 
build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, 
otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 5 The LORD came down to see the city and the 
tower which the sons of men had built. 6 The LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same 
language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them. 7 
"Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's speech." 8 So 
the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. 9 
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there 
the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth.

Q - What is the situation that God is addressing in this record? (remember this is after the flood)

Abraham’s Relationship With Babylon - Abrham is called 
to leave Babylon
Genesis 11:27-28 (NLT) - This is the account of Terah's 
family. Terah was the father of Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran; and Haran was the father of Lot. 28 But Haran 
died in Ur of the Chaldeans, the land of his birth, while 
his father, Terah, was still living.

Genesis 11:31-12:4 (NLT) - One day Terah took his 
son Abram, his daughter-in-law Sarai (his son 
Abram's wife), and his grandson Lot (his son 
Haran's child) and moved away from Ur of the 
Chaldeans. He was headed for the land of Canaan, 
but they stopped at Haran and settled there. 32 
Terah lived for 205 years and died while still in 
Haran.
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12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father's family, and go to the land 
that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a 
blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on 
earth will be blessed through you." 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had instructed,...

Babylonian Empire - 
Babylon will grow from a town with a 
tower to a city and an empire. History 
Channel records:

“Babylon was the largest city in 
the vast Babylonian empire. Founded 
more than 4,000 years ago as a 
small port on the Euphrates River, 
the city’s ruins are located in 
present-day Iraq. Babylon became 
one of the most powerful cities of 
the ancient world under the rule of 
Hammurabi. Centuries later, a new 
line of kings established a Neo-
Babylonian Empire that spanned 
from the Persian Gulf to the 
Mediterranean Sea. During this 
period, Babylon became a city of 

beautiful architecture, including the Hanging Garden of Babylon, the Ishtar Gate and the Tower of Babel.”

The city of Babylon was located about 50 miles south of Baghdad along the Euphrates River in present-day Iraq. It was 
founded around 2300 B.C. by the ancient Akkadian-speaking people of southern Mesopotamia. Babylon became a major military 
power under Amorite king Hammurabi, who ruled from 1792 to 1750 B.C. After Hammurabi conquered neighboring city-states, he 
brought much of southern and central Mesopotamia under unified Babylonian rule, creating an empire called Babylonia.

Hammurabi turned Babylon into a rich, powerful and influential city. He created one of the world’s earliest and most 
complete written legal codes. Known as the Code of Hammurabi, it helped Babylon surpass other cities in the region. A new 
line of kings established the Neo-Babylonian Empire, which lasted from 626 B.C. to 539 B.C. The Neo-Babylonian Empire became 
the most powerful state in the world after defeating the Assyrians at Nineveh in 612 B.C.

The Neo-Babylonian Empire enjoyed a period of cultural renaissance in the Near East. The Babylonians built many beautiful 
and lavish buildings and preserved statues and artworks from the earlier Babylonian Empire during the reign of King 
Nebuchadnezzar II. Nebuchadnezzar II was the ruler of Babylonia c. 605–561 BC. He expanded his empire while building the 
city of Babylon into a wonder of the ancient world.” (Source: history.com/topics/ancient-middle-east/babylon)
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Babylon was a great empire during this time - but it’s also important to note that it was the nation that God used to bring 
judgment upon his people. At this time in history, the people of Israel and Judah had forsaking Yahweh and turned away from his 
ways.  Through many warnings, the ignored God’s prophets call for repentance.  As a result, Babylon defeated the kingdom of 
Judah, destroying the city of Jerusalem and the temple itself on Mount Zion.  The people of Judah and Jerusalem are led away in 
exile to Babylon for 70 years (you can read more about this in 2 Kings 24-25, as well as the books of Jeremiah, Ezra & 
Nehemiah).  This happened during the reign of king Nebuchadnezzar.

Nebuchadnezzar -

Nebuchadnezzar was the greatest king of Babylon and he is featured prominently in the Bible (esp. The book of Daniel).  He is 
described as a powerful and arrogant man.  Nebuchadnezzar is held up in Scripture as the king of the greatest empire in the 
world.  In Daniel 2, the course of human history was revealed to Nebuchadnezzar in a dream. In the dream he sees giant statue 
with various part of the statue (composed of different materials) representing the kingdoms of the world.  Babylon was 
represented by the head of this statue (prominent place) which was made out of gold (the most precious/greatest of the 
materials). 

Daniel 2:37-38 - "You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the 
strength and the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has 
given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.

All the other kingdoms will follow after Babylon (Persia, Medea, Greece, Rome, etc) but in this prophecy, it all starts with 
Babylon.  But at the end of the dream the statue is destroyed by a large stone that pulverizes the statue and then grows into a 
mountain.  Here is what Daniel says about this stone::

Daniel 2:44-45 - "In the days of those kings the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be 
destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another 
people; it will crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 45 "Inasmuch 
as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, 
the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made 
known to the king what will take place in the future; so 
the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy."

And Nebuchadnezzar’s response:

Daniel 2:46-47 - Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to him 
an offering and fragrant incense. 47 The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of 
kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery."
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So there’s a lot to say about Babylon - and right from the start of the story!  Here’s a summary: this region is the “cradle of 
civilization” and also where humanity has often gone to make a name for themselves.  Babylon was the first man-made city and 
also the first world empire - it was a literal and symbolic antagonist to God and God’s people. The kings of Babylon were the 
kings of kings, powerful and prideful rulers that promoted human power and were specifically set out against God’s people…

So even though at this point (both the first century and our own time), the empire of Babylon is a historical memory and 
archeological site, the system of Babylon is alive and well.

 Dependance and focus on human strength rather than God
 Arrogance and pride celebrated virtues
 Wealth and prosperity prioritized
 Idolatry and immorality abound

Rome, the current incarnation of the Babylon system is full of these things and the current source of affliction to God’s people.  
Rome appears to be strong and powerful, but ringing out in the spiritual realm is the announcement that her days are numbered.  
As the letter of Revelation would begin to circulate throughout the empire, the Christians would understand this message, but 
for the pagans who may have gotten their hands on this document or confiscated it as they arrested the followers of Jesus, the 
use of “Babylon” would have been a code.

The followers of Jesus then, and today, are not set at overthrowing their corrupt and evil governments - whether popularly 
elected or a military dictator who forcibly took power - we do not get entangled in the affairs in this world.  We are instead 
salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13), light of the world (Matthew 5:14), lovers of neighbor (Mark 12:31) and lovers of enemy (Matthew 
5:44), strangers and pilgrims (Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11), and ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20), citizens of heaven (Philippians 
3:20)

But that doesn’t mean we don’t know how the story ends.  We know that at the 7th trumpet we will hear:

“…loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and 
He will reign forever and ever." (Revelation 11:15)

So as Revelation’s vision of judgment day comes, the angel announces that Babylon, the system of this fallen world has herself 
fallen. Babylon was the best the world could achieve and she is a failure.

Humans were not designed to rule the world on their own.  Humans were not designed to make a name for themselves. Humans were 
not designed to be the focus and center of attention.  Humans were not meant to be feared, given glory or worshiped - only God 
is worthy of those things.  And humans find their purpose and meaning if and when they fear God, give him glory and worship Him.

Yet the “spirit of Babylon” persists in our world today.  But we have just read that “Babylon”, no matter how glorious it seems 
right now, is a failure.  She is selling poison and temporary pleasure and power and eventually the poison she is selling and 
spreading will destroy her.
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