
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 14 (part 2)
Last week we spent the time discovering what the Bible has to say about Zion.  We learned that Zion is a place and that Zion 
was a time and lastly that Zion then became symbolic of a hope.

In your own words explain your understand of what “the time of Zion” means:

In your own words how does the “time of Zion” relate to the future hope of the Kingdom of God:

Revelation 14:1-5 

Today we are going to focus on the 144,000 accompanying the lamb on Mount Zion.  Can we move towards identifying the 144,000 
are a little better from this section?  Here is what we already know:

Revelation 7:1-3 - Judgment about to come, but first a “sealing” of the bondservants of God.

Revelation 7:4-8 - 12,000 from 12 Tribes

John hears that the number of those who were sealed equals 144,000, which is specifically 12,000 from each of the 12 
tribes of Israel (12 x 12,000 = 144,000).  But the list is non-traditional, meaning it isn’t the usual listing of the 12 
tribes.  It doesn’t list them in birth order, it includes Joseph and Levi rather than Ephriam and Dan is missing 
altogether.  This isn’t the list of Jacob’s sons, nor the tribes that inherited Canaan.

Revelation 7:13-17 - More About This Group

What are the characteristics that stand out to you as you read about this group?
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This group of people described as wearing “white robes” and who came out of the great tribulation (7:14), is this the same group 
as the 144,000?  If so, then it is a group that in reality is more than 144,000…

Revelation 7:9 - A great multitude, which one one can count, from every nation, tribe and people - wearing white robes

I believe that the 144,000 is not talking about a special group of ethnically Jewish/Israelite believer's that have either 
already been saved, or will be saved in the last days.  I believe that this number 144,000 is symbolic of a “complete or 
perfect number” and it is talking about God’s people generally.  They are going to be “sealed” or marked out as God’s own.

Here are other places this word “seal” is used:

Matthew 27:66 - And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone.

John 6:27 - "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal."

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 - Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us and 
gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.

Ephesians 4:30 - Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Here’s some help on the Greek word used for “seal” (σφραγίζω, sphragizo) - “A seal made of wax, clay, or various kinds of 
soft metal would signify either ownership or authentication of an item or a document; the second sense is probably in view here. 
(ESV Study Bible on John 6:27)

It seems like there is a contrast between the people who get the “mark” of the beast and his number and number and those who are 
“sealed” by God with His name written on their foreheads.  The people who receive the mark of the beast are idolaters and aligned 
with the devil himself!  Let’s look a little more about the group from Revelation 14.

Here are the descriptors used:
144,000 (14:1)
The name of the Lamb and of his Father written on their foreheads (14:1)
Exclusive ability to learn the new song (14:3)
They have been purchased from the earth (14:3)
Not been defiled with women, for they kept themselves chaste (virgins) (14:4)
Follow the lamb wherever he goes (14:4)
Been purchased from men as first fruits to God and the lamb (14:4)
No lie found in their mouth (14:5)
Blameless (14:5)

What do you learn/observe about this group from these descriptions?
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Name of God written - Why do you think this group is identified as having the name of the Lamb & his Father on their 
foreheads?   

How is this in contrast to those from the previous chapter who receive the “mark of the beast”

Revelation 13:16-17 - And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the 
slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, 17 and he provides that no one will be able to buy 
or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.

Q - Is this name written special to just 144,000 or for all those who overcome?

Revelation 3:12 - 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it 
anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes 
down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

Knowing & Singing New Song

What does “new song” mean?

7x in OT, 2x in NT

NET: A new song is appropriate because the Lord is constantly intervening in the lives of his people in fresh and exciting 
ways. (Ps 33:3)

Purchase From the Earth (as first fruits to God)

This phrase is used twice in this section (14:3, 4).

Not Be Defiled, Virgins, No Lie/Blameless

v. 4-5 - ESV STUDY BIBLE - The spiritual purity of those who bear the Lamb’s name is symbolized by the sexual self-denial 
that consecrated Israel for the wars that God commanded (cf. Deut. 23:9–11; 1 Sam. 21:5).

If the 144,000 is indeed a summation of the faithful people of God, then this reference to sexual chasity and “not being defiled 
with women” is speaking to the level of devotional holiness of the group generally.

Sexual intercourse (within the marriage covenant) was not a sin, but it would make someone ceremonially unclean and thus 
would prohibit the man/woman from entering into God’s house (Exodus 19:15, Leviticus 15:18). It was also a source of pleasure 
which would be abstained from in times of seriousness and watchfulness (cp. David and his mighty men in 1 Samuel 21:5 and Uriah 
in 2 Samuel 11:9-11)
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The same is true about those who tell lies:

Psalm 24:3-4 - Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? 4 He who has clean hands 
and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood And has not sworn deceitfully.

So this group of 144,000 is one marked by faithful devotion to the lamb and personal holiness.  Both are tremendous weapons of 
spiritual warfare and acts of resistance to the devil.

This group has been purchased by God, made and kept holy, now prepared is a choir-army-assembly hybrid of sorts to see, savor 
and celebrate the victory of God over evil.

Revelation 14:4 - These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as 
first fruits to God and to the Lamb.

Revelation 7:16-17 - "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any 
heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of 
life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

Zephaniah 3:11-13 - "In that day you will feel no shame Because of all your deeds By which you have rebelled against 
Me; For then I will remove from your midst Your proud, exulting ones, And you will never again be haughty On My holy 
mountain. 12 "But I will leave among you A humble and lowly people, And they will take refuge in the name of the LORD. 
13 "The remnant of Israel will do no wrong And tell no lies, Nor will a deceitful tongue Be found in their mouths; For 
they will feed and lie down With no one to make them tremble."

Lord, how I want to be in that number, when the saints go marching in.
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