
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 14 (part 1)
Revelation 14:1-5 

What stands out to you in this passage?

Does anything seem familiar or repeated from an earlier place?

Does anything seem new?

The last few chapters have described the pinnacle of evil and demonic power. We’ve read of beasts and abysses and dragons. Now 
we’re seeing the victorious one and his forces in contrast to the powers of darkness and evil.

The victorious one is the lamb, who is Jesus. No longer a helpless baby needing to be protected from the hungry dragon, he is 
standing on Mount Zion with a large and perfect army with him. As we start chapter 14 we’re going to focus on a few things.  
First we’re going to take some time looking at the lamb & Mount Zion.

The Lamb

Revelation 5:6-14 - The Lamb Appears and Praises Ring out

What happens when the lamb appears?

What emotions seem to be associated with his arrival?

Mount Zion - Q - Where is Mount Zion? Q - What is Mount Zion?
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What Is Zion? A Place

Mount Zion is not only a place, it is representative of a time and a symbol. It is the mountain where the temple and kings palace 
was located in Jerusalem. Its a high point that David first captured to be his capital.  In fact, this was the first act of David 
when he became king.

2 Samuel 5:4-10 - David was thirty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six 
months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and 
Judah.  6 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, 
the inhabitants of the land, and they said to David, "You shall not come in 
here, but the blind and lame will turn you away"; thinking, "David cannot 
enter here." 7 Nevertheless, David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is 
the city of David. 8 David said on that day, "Whoever would strike the 
Jebusites, let him reach the lame and the blind, who are hated by David's 
soul, through the water tunnel." Therefore they say, "The blind or the lame 
shall not come into the house." 9 So David lived in the stronghold and 
called it the city of David. And David built all around from the Millo and 
inward. 10 David became greater and greater, for the LORD God of hosts was 
with him.

What Is Zion? - A Time & Symbol

The time of Zion refers to the best time 
in Israel’s history. It was when David 
was king, Yahweh was worshiped, and 
the plans for the permanent temple were 
put in place and seen to fruition during 
Solomon’s time.  This was quite the time 
and became known as the “time of Zion”.

2 Chronicles 5:1-14 - Temple Dedication, The Time Of Zion

As a result of this amazing moment in the Biblical story, it became synonymous with the best time for God’s relationship with His 
people.  You’ll read of Zion throughout the Psalms (39x) - speaking not only of the place of God’s glory but the songs of praise 
that were sung there, as well as the very people, God’s people who worshiped Him in this time and place.
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Sadly, this time was short lived.  In the next generation, after the people of Israel (and Judah) turned away from Yahweh, the 
time of Zion shifts from a memory of the golden age of Israel to the hope for the future of God’s people.  The prophets begin to 
long for “Zion”, as the hope for renewal and restoration.

Isaiah 2:1-5 - The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Now it will come about that 
In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be 
raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up 
to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may 
walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge 
between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war. 5 
Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.

Speaking of the future restoration:

Isaiah 35:8-10 (NIV) - And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk 
on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9 No lion will be there, nor any 
ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 10 and those the LORD has rescued 
will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake 
them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

This hope for Zion became the announcement of “good news” (gospel):

Isaiah 52:7-10  - How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace And brings 
good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"  8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up 
their voices, They shout joyfully together; For they will see with their own eyes When the LORD restores Zion. 9 Break 
forth, shout joyfully together, You waste places of Jerusalem; For the LORD has comforted His people, He has redeemed 
Jerusalem. 10 The LORD has bared His holy arm In the sight of all the nations, That all the ends of the earth may see The 
salvation of our God.

Zion was a place and a time and people that God loved.  It was symbolic of his praise and glory and the right relationship with 
humanity, specifically the people he had chosen and loved.  It is close to his heart.

And as the Old Testament ends, this time of Zion is only a hope.  We’ll finish our time today looking at Zephaniah, one of the 
last books of the Bible, who’s prophetic ministry was during the reign of Josiah, David’s descendant, who was the last faithful 
king in Jerusalem before the city and temple were destroyed by Babylon.  As we read this, be mindful of what we read from 
Revelation 14:1-5.

Revelation 14:1, 3-5 - Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-
four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads…3 And they sang a new song before 
the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders;...4 These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, 
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for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased 
from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.  5 And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.

Zephaniah 3:11-20

Zephaniah 3:11-20 (NLT) - On that day you will no longer need to be ashamed, for you will no longer be rebels against me. I 
will remove all proud and arrogant people from among you. There will be no more haughtiness on my holy mountain. 12 Those 
who are left will be the lowly and humble, for it is they who trust in the name of the LORD. 13 The remnant of Israel will do no 
wrong; they will never tell lies or deceive one another. They will eat and sleep in safety, and no one will make them afraid."

14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 For 
the LORD will remove his hand of judgment and will disperse the armies of your enemy. And the LORD himself, the King of Israel, 
will live among you! At last your troubles will be over, and you will never again fear disaster.

16 On that day the announcement to Jerusalem will be, "Cheer up, Zion! Don't be afraid! 17 For the LORD your God is living 
among you. He is a mighty savior. He will take delight in you with gladness. With his love, he will calm all your fears. He will 
rejoice over you with joyful songs."  

18 "I will gather you who mourn for the appointed festivals; you will be disgraced no more. 19 And I will deal severely with 
all who have oppressed you. I will save the weak and helpless ones; I will bring together those who were chased away. I will 
give glory and fame to my former exiles, wherever they have been mocked and shamed. 20 On that day I will gather you together 
and bring you home again. I will give you a good name, a name of distinction, among all the nations of the earth, as I restore 
your fortunes before their very eyes. I, the LORD, have spoken!"

The vision of Zephaniah is for a future day of salvation, where God’s people would no longer be ashamed, where their evil enemies 
are defeated.  The people described in Zephaniah are described as holy, humble, truth tellers, forgiven, and worshippers in song.  
And why are they celebrating and worshiping, because they long awaited day of their rescue and redemption has come - centered 
in the fact that God has drawn near again with delight over them.

And that’s exactly what we have in Revelation 14 - on the heels of the evil’s greatest day and last hurrah, the conquering lamb 
appears surrounded by holy people of God ready to take back Zion for the LORD.  When Christ returns, he will take back the place 
of Zion for God’s name and he will resume the time of Zion where the LORD’s name is exalted and praised all the day - and He will 
save and regather the people of Zion, God’s chosen and loved men and women - from all of the ages to be with him and celebrate 
His goodness, love, victory and power.

Psalm 53:6 -Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When God restores His captive people, Let Jacob rejoice, 
let Israel be glad.

Psalm 69:34-36 ESV - Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas and everything that moves in them. 35 For God will save Zion 
and build up the cities of Judah, and people shall dwell there and possess it;  36 the offspring of his servants shall inherit 
it, and those who love his name shall dwell in it.
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