
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 12
We enter another interlude of sorts after the sounding of the 7th trumpet in Revelation 11.  The 7th trumpet signals the 
return of Jesus, the gathering of God’s people and the (first) resurrection.  There is more to come for sure (after all, 
we’re only in chapter 12!), but that was a significant moment that we’ve been (and in reality still are) waiting for.

Before we look at what is next, a moment to preview how we will work through Revelation 12.  There are a lot of images, 
symbols, characters and layers to the next 17 verses. We could try to dissect the meaning of each star, crown, and 
number - surely a worthwhile effort at some point.  However, our approach is to first understand the basic story that is 
being told and the main message that is being communicated to the church of the first century from Jesus and then what 
it means for us in the 21st.  If we don’t get the foundation of what is being told and shown, we are likely to get caught 
up in the minor details, which are also from God and in Scripture, but are the intermediate step in Bible study.

In other words, you have to know that 1+1 = 2 in order to know that 1112 (squared) is 12,321.

Revelation 11:19-12:4 - Attention Back Towards Heaven

What does John see next?  First:

 Temple of God which is in heaven
 Ark of the Covenant appearing in that temple
 Flashes of Lightning, sounds and peals of thunder, earthquake and hail storm

→ Physical of God’s presence and power.  
→ Natural wonders which get one's attention and are often associated with fear and awe.

The 7th trumpet, signaling the return of the Messiah begins to open the heaven window towards the onlooking earth.  This 
reminds us of the Lord’s prayer for God’s kingdom to come, God’s will to be done, on earth as it is done in heaven.  This is 
both exciting and terrifying.

Second: a great sign appearing in heaven

 A pregnant woman clothed with sun, moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head
 A description of her beginning to give birth to this child
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Third: another sign in heaven

 A great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns with 7 diadems (crowns)
 The dragon’s tail “sweeps away” a third of the “stars of heaven” and throws them to the earth.
 Dragon stands before the birthing woman determined to “devour her child” when she gives birth.

Revelation 12:5-6 - The Woman Gives Birth, The Mother & Child Saved

What does John see next?

 v. 5 - “a male child who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron” is a reference to the Messiah as prophesied 
in Psalm 2:9.  This verse is the clearest information to help us identify the child as well as the mother in this 
vision.

 In this vision, the child is rescued and moves from being almost eaten by a dragon to the throne of God. The 
woman flees the dragon and remains (and is cared for) in a wilderness hiding place that God provides for a brief 
time (1260 days, which is comparable to the three and half years, cp Rev. 11:3).

Before we move on, this might be a good time to begin to identify some of what is being communicated. There are layers to 
this vision, but the reader certainly should understand that the child in 12:5 is Jesus. And the Christmas story finds a 
surprising place in this prophetic book.

The birth of Jesus was a pretty big deal.  Here’s what was spoken in anticipation of his birth:

To Mary: Luke 1:30-33 - The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31 
"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 "He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."

To Joseph: Matthew 1:20-21 - an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 "She 
will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."

Remember the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus?

His birth was a critical moment in the redemptive story. If Jesus isn’t born, he doesn’t die and if he doesn’t die he 
certainly isn’t raised and exalted - both the linchpins of salvation.  And so if the forces of evil could stop Jesus before 
he is even born, what a brilliant way to thwart God’s plan?  If this baby is born, the devil is done - but if you can kill 
this child, you kill these promises.
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So now we must think back on the historical and political moment surrounding Christ’s birth.  Yes there were shepherds and 
stars and no room in the inn.  But there was also a deranged king who decided to kill all of the baby boys of the region 
born around the time of the Messiah’s birth (as told him by the magi) - Herod the (so called) Great.  Matthew tells us:

Matthew 2:16 (NLT) - Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to 
kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, based on the wise men's report of 
the star's first appearance.

The devil tried to kill Jesus before/at/after his birth. The gospel writers tell us the historical events that unfolded and 
Revelation is opening a window to the spiritual events that were at play. More on this later.

Revelation 12:7-12 - The Dragon’s Downfall

What does John see next?

 A war in heaven between Michael (who Scripture portrays as one of God’s chief angels) and his angels against the 
dragons and his angels. 

 Michael’s forces win and the dragon (now identified as the devil in 12:9) is expelled from heaven to the earth.
 A loud voice rejoices in this victory and extoll the kingdom of God and the authority of Christ over the devil
 The devil is defeated but not destroyed and now is angry, especially because his demise is soon.

Revelation 12:13-17 - There’s More

What does John see next?

 The dragon can’t beat Michael, so he turns his attention towards the woman.
 The woman is supernaturally rescued again, this time she is raised up by eagle’s wings to be saved.
 The devil continues a specific attack towards the woman (a river’s flood from his mouth), but the earth “helped” 

the woman by opening up to “drink” the water before it reached her.
 The dragon is left enraged, now determined to “make war” against the “rest of her children”, now identified as 

those who ‘keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus” (12:17)

Whew!  So much exciting, wonderful, confusing, deep and sobering things to consider. Does this speak of a coming 
spiritual war that God’s people will be spared from? Does this teach about a supernatural rescue of Israel in the final 
days of this evil age?  Did the war in heaven already happen? Is it happening or yet to happen in the future? We should 
dig deeper into the text and in prayer to understand more of what we are reading.  However, most of us looking at this 
text are examining these things for the first time and there’s a lot to unpack.  So as was mentioned in the intro of 
today’s lesson, every Bible reader must first get the foundational truths communicated in order to build upon a solid 
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understanding for the heavier truths that we will put together.  So here are some things we can probably be pretty sure 
of in this section:

1 - The Child Is Jesus (Revelation 12:5)

2 - The Woman/Mother Is Representative Of Israel and Specifically Mary, Jesus’ Mother

3 -  The Dragon Is The Devil (aka the serpent of old, Satan, and the one who deceives the whole world) (Revelation 
12:9)

4 - The Dragon/Devil battles with the angel Michael and his angelic forces and is defeated and expelled from 
heaven.

5 - The circumstances of this victory as well as the birth and rescue of the child is part of the overall victory 
that God is bringing in the course of history. (Revelation 12:10)

6 - The Devil, though ferocious like a dragon, is defeated and exposed as overcome-able (Revelation 12:9-11)

7 - God’s plans are unthwarted and God’s people are empowered against the devil’s rage (the blood of the lamb, 
the word of their testimony, the keeping of God’s commandments, holding to the testimony of Jesus, etc)

8 - What remains of this cosmic story is an ongoing spiritual battle that is between this fallen and defeated 
adversary and the “children” of this woman who are described as those who “keep the commandments of God and 
hold to the testimony of Jesus”. (Revelation 12:17).  The devil is not just mad at God, he’s mad at God’s people.

9 - The defeated devil is angry about his situation (12:12 - “having great wrath”, 12:17 - “enraged”) and is 
determined to create problems and cause damage (12:17 - “make war”) - yet with a point of hope and also 
indicative of his desperation, he knows that “he only has a short time (12:12).”

That’s not a bad list of things to understand and believe from Revelation 12.

The first century church is reminded of the victory God brought at the birth of Jesus over the powers of this world (Herod 
specifically).  They are in their own spiritual and political fight and have already been spoken to by Christ about the 
reward given to “those who overcome” (Revelation 2-3).  They are being reminded that the devil and his forces wanted to 
kill Jesus as a baby but were miraculously thwarted - because God is in control and because God is powerful and because 
God’s word, promise and plan is unbreakable.

They are also being told that part of why they are experiencing the trials and suffering they are seeing is due to the 
fact that the devil didn’t kill baby Jesus and that enraged him, and he couldn’t defeat Michael, and that enraged him 
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and that he couldn’t stop God’s plan from advancing and that enraged him and he has now declared war.  That’s the real 
reason why they are dealing with what they are dealing with.  And the Lord gives us an entire chapter to pull back the 
curtain on ultimate reality so they, and now we, can have the accurate perspective.

Here are things that have triggered the devil’s anger:

1 - the birth of Jesus
2 - the ministry of Jesus
3 - the death and resurrection of Jesus
4 - his defeat by Michael & Co.
5 - his banishment from heaven
6 - his inability to stop God’s plan
7 - his soon approaching final expiration date
8 - your faithfulness to obey and believe Christ.

And so the devil is angry and warring - but this battle is spiritual, not personal or political or economic or religious - 
it's spiritual.  Doesn’t the presence of dragons and a woman with 12 stars as a crown and archangels and the rest 
hammer that point home?!  And spiritual battles require spiritual soldiers with spiritual tactics and weapons.

And what are those weapons?

The blood of the lamb - God’s plan was that Jesus Christ’s death would pay for our sin induced debt and forgive us. God 
“passed over” our lives because of the blood of Jesus. The blood of the lamb is something God has done for us, not 
something we have earned or done.  This covering is how we overcome.

The word of our testimony - generally speaking the gospel, but also our personal witness to God’s love and work in our 
lives. When the devil attacks - using deceit and accusation as weapons, you remember and declare the truth of what you 
have seen and heard (testifying as a witness).  First hand experience trumps deceptive accusation every time.

Not loving your life, even when faced with death - the church must remember that death is defeated and we have the sure 
hope of resurrection and the coming Kingdom of God. We must let “goods and kindreds go, this mortal life also…the body  
they may kill - but God’s truth abideth still - His kingdom is forever” (“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”, Martin Luther). 
The devil will try to tempt with pleasures and temporal things. Those things are powerless, even when we are threatened 
because we have an eternal reward.

Keeping the commandments of God - Do not underestimate how much simply obeying the teachings of Jesus defeats the devil 
in your life. Often the devil has access to your life because you are not obedient to Jesus. Often the attacks of the evil 
are thwarted because you are committed to doing and responding as Jesus teaches us to.
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Holding to the testimony of Jesus - If the devil is accusing you, we counter it with the truth about what God has done 
for us through Christ. If the devil accuses you of not being worthy, the gospel answers that (we’re not! But God has made 
us worthy!). If the devil attacks you as a sinner, the gospel answers that (we are sinners, now saved by God’s grace!). If 
the devil attacks you as weak, the gospel answers that (In Christ, when we are weak, he makes us strong!). Etc etc etc. 
The gospel is not good advice, it’s good news - an announcement of what has happened, what is happening now and what 
will happen. Back the devil down with the announcement of his defeat, his demise and his destruction!

You and I can’t overcome on our own, nor can we be ignorant about the spiritual battle we are in. If you are troubled by 
the wildness of this chapter, good. It should wake us up to what is really true. There is an enemy, there is a war, there 
is a fight.  And our enemy wants nothing more than you and I to be asleep, preoccupied or ignorant to this. The battle is 
not ours, but there is a battle. God and his people will be victorious, but today is not a day to lay down in the fight.

We will close this section with the call and encouragement of this appropriate hymn written by George Duffield, Jr. in 
1858:

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Stand in his strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.

Put on the gospel armor, Each piece put on with prayer;
Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there.

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, The strife will not be long;
This day the noise of battle, The next the victor's song.
To those who vanquish evil, A crown of life shall be;
They with the King of Glory, Shall reign eternally.

(“Stand Up For Jesus”,  George Duffield Jr. in 1858)

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

