NOON BIBLE STUDY: REVELATION 17

EENTER ANOTH R INTERLUDE 0 SORTSA ER THE SOUNDING OF THE 7TH TRUMPET IN REVELATION 11, THE 7TH TRUMPET SIGNALS THE
RTRO THE GATHERING OF GOD'S PEOPLE AND THE (FIRST) RESURRECTION.  THERE 1S MORE TO COME FOR SURE (AFTER ALL,
WERE ONLY lN (HRPT K20, BUT THAT WAS A SIGNIFICANT MOMENT THAT WE'VE BEEN (AND IN RERLITY STILL ARE) WAITING FOR

EFORE WE LOOK AT WHAT IS NEXT, A MOMENT TO PREVIEW HOW WE WILL WORK THROUGH REVELATION 17 THERE ARE A LOT OF IMAGES,
MBOLS, CHARRCTERS AND LAYERS TO THE NEXT 17 VERSES W COULD TRY TO DISSECT THE MEANING OF EACH STAR, CROWN, AND

UMBER - SURELY A WORTHWHILE EFFORT AT SOME POINT - HOWEVER, OUR APPROACK 15 TO /757 UNDERSTAND THE BASIC STORY THAT IS
EING TOLD AND THE MAIN MESSAGE THAT IS BEING COMMUNICATED TO THE CHURCH OF THE FIRST CENTURY FROM JESUS AND THEN WHAT

EANS FOR IS IN'THE Z1ST. IF WE DON'T GET THE FOUNDATION OF WHAT 1S BEING TOLD AND SHOWN, WE ARE LIKELY TO GET CAUGHT
N

b
S
N
b
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UPIN THE MINOR DETAILS, WHICH ARE ALSO FROM GOD AND IN SCRIPTURE, BUT ARE THE JA7ARMED/ATE STED INBIBLE STUDY.

B
[
[
)|
N OTHER WORDS, YOU AVE TO KNOW THAT 1=1 = 7 IN ORDER TO ¥NOW THAT 1117 (SAUARED) 1517371
REVELATION 11:19-12:4 - ATTENTION BACK TONARDS HEAVEN

VAT DOES JONN SEE NEXT? FIRST

OF 60D WHICH 15 IN HEAVEN

i
THE COVENANT APPEARING IN THAT TEMPLE
OF LIGHTNING, SOUNDS AND PEALS OF THUNDER, EARTHQUAKE AND AIL STORM

TEMPLE
« ARKOF
FLASHES OF
— PIYSICAL OF GOD'S PRESENCE AND POVER
— NATURRL WONDERS WHICH GET ONE'S ATTENTION AND ARE OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH FEAR AND AWE
THE 7TH TRUMPET, SIGNALING THE RETURN OF THE MESSIAK BEGINS TO OPEN THE HEAVEN WINDOW TOWARDS THE ONLOOKING ERRTH.  THIS
|

N
REMINDS US OF THE LORD'S PRAYER FOR GOD'S KINGDOM TO COME, GOD'S WILL TO BE DONE ON EARTH AS 1T 1S DONE IN HEAVEN.  THIS IS
BOTH EXCITING AND TERRIFYING

SECOND = A GREAT SIGN APPEARING IN HERVEN

. APR

EGNANT WOMAN CLOTHED WITH SUN, MOON UNDER HER FEET AND A CROWN OF TWELVE STARS ON HER HEAD
o« N DESCRID FAER

IPTION OF HER BEGINNING TO GIVE BIRTH TO THIS CHILD
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THIRD: ANOTHER SIGN N HEAVEN

b GREAT RED DRAGON WITH SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS WITH 7 DIADEMS (CROWNS)
THE DRAGON'S TAIL “SWEEPS AWAY™ A THIRD OF THE "STARS OF HEAVEN" AND THROWS THEM TO THE EARTH
DRAGON STANDS BEFORE THE BIRTHING WOMAN DETERMINED TO "DEVOUR HER CHILD™ WHEN SHE GIVES BIRTH

REVELATION 12:5-6 - THE WOMAN GIVES BIRTH, THE MOTHER & CHILD SAVED
WHAT DOES JOAN SEE NEXT?

V.5 - A MALE CHILD WHO IS TO RULE A

Rt

INPSRLM 2:9. THIS VERSE IS THE CLEA
VISION.

LL THE NATIONS WITH A ROD OF [RON" IS A REFERENCE TO THE MESSIAH RS PROPHESIED
EST INFORMATION TO KELP US IDENTIFY THE CHILD AS WELL AS THE MOTHER IN THIS

TEN BY A DRAGON TO THE THRONE OF 60D THE
NESS HIDING PLACE THAT GOD PROVIDES FOR A BRIEF
S (PREV.T13)

IN THIS VISION, THE CRILD 15 RESCUED AND MOVES FROM BEING ALMOST EA
WOMAN FLEES THE DRAGON AND REMAINS (AND IS CARED FOR) IN A WILDERNES
TIME (1260 DAYS, WHICH IS COMPARABLE TO THE THREE AND HALF YEARS

BEFORE WE MOVE ON, THIS MIGHT BE A GOOD TIME TO BEGIN TO [DENTIFY SOME OF WHAT IS BEING COMMUNICATED. THERE ARE LAYERS TO
TRIS VISION, BUT THE READER CERTAINLY SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THE CHILD IN-1Z:5 1S JESUS. AND THE CHRISTMAS STORY FINDS A
SURPRISING PLACE IN THIS PROPHETIC BOOY.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS WAS A PRETTY 816 DEAL. HERE'S WHAT WAS SPOKEN IN ANTICIPATION OF HIS BIRTH:

TO MARY: LUKE 1:30-33 - THE ANGEL SAID TO HER, "DO NOT BE AFRAID, MARY: FOR YOU HAV

“AND BEROLD, YOU WH CONCEIVE IN-YOUR WOMB AND BEAR A SON, AND YOU SHALL NAME H1M |

AND WILL BE CA SON OF THE MOST HIGH AND THE LORD GOD WILL GIVE HIM THE THRONE
1L REI_GNO R T HOUSE OF JACOB FOREVER, AND HIS KINGDOM WILL HE\VE NO END -

EFOUND FAVOR W HGOD 3
ES1S, 32 HEWILL BE GREAT
b OF

IS FATHER DP\V(D 33 AND

T0 JOSEPH: MATTHEW 1:20-71 - AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM IN A DREAM, SAYING, "JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, DO
NOT BE AFRAID TO TAKE MARY RS YOUR WIFE: FOR THE CHI LD WHO RS BEEN CONCEIVED IN HER 15 OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 71 " SHE
WILL BEAR A SON: AND YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME JESUS, FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THER SING "

REMEMBER THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE BIRTH OF JESUS?

IS BIRTH WAS A CRITICAL MOMENT IN THE REDEMPTIVE STORY. IF JESUS ISN'T BORN. HE DOESN'T DIE AND [F HE DOESN'T DIE HE

CERTAINLY ISN'T RAISED AND EXALTED - BOTH THE LINCHPINS OF SMVF\HON AND SO IF THE FORCES OF EVIL COULD STOP JESUS BEFORE
HE 1S EVEN BORN, WHAT A BRILLIANT WAY TO THWART GOD'S PLAN? IF THIS BABY 1S BORN, THE DEVIL 15 DONE - BUT IF YOU CAN KILL
THIS CHILD, YOU KILL THESE PROMISES.
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YES THERE WERE SHEPHERDS AND
HE BABY BOYS OF THE REGION
EAT MATTHEW TELLS 1S:

SO NOW WE MIST THINK BACK ON THE HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL MOMENT SURROUNDING CHRIST'S BIRTH
STARS AND NO ROOM IN THE INN. BUT THERE WAS ALSO A DERANGED KING WHO DECIDED TO KILL ALL OF T
BORN AROUND THE TIME OF THE MESSIAR'S BIRTH (RS TOLD 1M 8 THE MAGI) - HEROD THE (S0 (AH ED) GR

MATTHE 2:16 (NLT) - HEROD WAS FURIOUS WHEN HE REALIZED THAT THE WISE MEN HAD OUTWITTED HIM HE SENT
KILL ALL THE BOYS INAND AROUND BETHLEREM WHO WERE TWO YEARS OLD AND UNDER BASED ON THE WISE MEN'S
THE STAR'S FIRST APPEARANCE

SOLDIERS T0
REPORT OF

THE DEVIL TRIED 7O KILL JESUS BEFORE/AT/RFTER H1S BIRTH. THE GOSPEL WRITERS TELL US THE HISTORICAL EVENTS THAT UNFOLDED AND
REVELATION IS OPENING WINDOW 10 THE SPIRITURL EVENTS THAT WERE AT PLAY. MORE ON THIS LATER.
REVELATION 12:7-17 - THE DRAGON'S DOWNFALL
WHAT DOES JOAN SEE NEXT?
o N WARINHEAVEN BETWEEN MICHAEL (WHO SCRIPTURE PORTRAYS AS ONE OF GOD'S CHIEF ANGELS) AND HIS ANGELS AGRINST THE
DRAGONS AND HIS ANGELS.
o MICHAEL'S FORCES WIN AND THE DRAGON (NOW IDENTIFIED RS THE DEVIL IN 12:9) 1S EXPELLED FROM HEAVEN TO THE EARTH
o A LOUD VOICE REJOICES INTHIS VICTORY AND EXTOLL THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST OVER THE DEVIL
o THEDEVIL IS DEFEATED BUT NOT DESTROYED AND NOW IS ANGRY, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE HIS DEMISE 1S SOON
REVELATION 17:13-17 - THERE'S MORE

WHAT DOES JOHN SEE NEXT?

o THE DRAGON CAN'T BEAT MICHAEL, SO HE TURNS HIS ATTENTION TOWARDS THE WOMAN.

o THE WOMAN IS SUPERNATURALLY RESCUED RGAIN, THIS TIME SHE 1S RAISED UPBY EAGLE'S WINGS TO BE SAVED.

o THE DEVIL CONTINVES A SPECIFIC ATTACK TOWARDS THE WOMAN (A RIVER'S FLOOD FROM HIS MOUTH), BUT THE EARTH “HELPED”
THE WOMAN BY OPENING UP TO "DRINK™ THE WATER BEFORE 1T REACHED HER

o THE DRAGON IS LEFT ENRAGED, NOW DETERMINED TO "MAKE WAR™ AGAINST THE "REST OF HER CHILDREN", NOW IDENTIFIED AS
THOSE WHO “KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND HOLD THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS™ (17:17)

WHEWY SO MUCH EXCITING, WONDERFUL, CONFUSING, DEEP AND SOBERING THINGS TO CONSIDER. DOES THIS PEM OF A COMING
SPIRITUAL WAR THAT GOD'S PEOPLE WILL BE SPARED FROM? DOES THIS TEACH ABOUT A SUPERNATURAL RESCUE OF ISRAEL IN TH FINAL
DAYS OF THIS EVIL AGE? DID THE WAR IN REAVEN ALREADY HRPPEN? 1S 1T HRAPPENING OR YET TO APPEN IN TH FUTURE? WE SHOULD
DIG DEEPER INTO THE TEXT AND IN PRAYER TO UNDERSTAND MORE OF WHAT WE ARE READING  HOWEVER, MOST OF S[OOK\NG AT THIS
TEXT ARE EXAMINING THESE THINGS FOR THE FIRST TIME AND THE R ES A LOT 0 UNPRCK. SO AS WAS MENTIONED IN THE INTRO OF
TODAY'S LESSON, EVERY BIBLE READER MUST FIRST GET THE FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS COMMUNICATED IN ORDER TO BUILD UPON A SOLID
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UNDERSTANDING FOR THE HEAVIER TRUTHS THAT WE WILL PUT TOGETHER. SO HERE ARE SOME THINGS WE CAN PROBABLY BE PRETTY SURE
OF IN THIS SECTION:

1= THE CHILD 1S JESUS (REVELATION 17:5)
1 - THE WOMAN/MOTHER IS REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL AND SPECIFICALLY MARY, JESUS MOTHER

5 - THE DRAGON IS THE DEVIL (AKA THE SERPENT OF 01D, SATAN. AND THE ONE WHO DECEIVES THE WHOLE WORLD) (REVELATION
17:9)

4 - THE DRAGON/DEVIL BATTLES WITH THE ANGEL MICHREL AND HIS ANGELIC FORCES AND IS DEFEATED AND EXPELLED FROM
HERVEN

5 - THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THIS VICTORY AS WELL AS THE BIRTH AND RESCUE OF THE CHILD IS PART OF THE OVERALL VICTORY
THAT GOD 15 BRINGING IN THE COURSE OF RISTORY. (REVELATION 12:10)

6 - THE DEVIL, THOUGH FEROCIOUS LIKE A DRAGON, S DEFEATED AND EXPOSED AS OVERCOME-ABLE (REVELATION 12:9-T1)

7= GOD'S PLANS ARE UNTHWARTED AND GOD'S PEOPLE ARE EMPOWERED AGAINST THE DEVIL'S RAGE (THE BLOOD OF THE LAMS,
THE WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONY, THE KEEPING OF GOD'S COMMANDMENTS, HOLDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS, £TC)

WHAT REMAINS OF THIS COSMIC STORY 1S AN ONGOING SPIRITUAL BATTLE THAT 1S BETWEEN THIS FALLEN AND DEFEATED
AD\/ RSARY AND THE “CHILDREN™ OF THIS WOMAN WHO ARE DESCRIBED AS THOSE WHO “KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF 60D AND
HOLD TO THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS™ (REVELATION V2-17) THE DEVIL 1S NOT JUST MAD AT GOD. HE'S MAD AT GOD'S PEOPLE

% - THE DEFEATED DEVIL IS ANGRY RBOUT HIS SITURTION (Y217 - “ #4/N6 GREAT WRATH . - HBAGED) AND IS
DETERMINED TO CREATE PROBLEMS AND CAUSE DRMAGE (17:17 /Wf WAF) - YET WITH A PO(NT OF HOPE AND ALSO
INDICATIVE OF HI5 DESPERATION, HE KNOWS THAT "2 0M Y #AS A SHORT f///fmill)"

THAT'S NOT A BAD LIST OF THINGS TO UNDERSTAND AND BELIEVE FROM REVELATION 12

ST CENTURY CHURCH 15 REMINDED OF THE VICTORY 6OD BROV
ML ) THEY ARE INTHELR OWN % PIRITURL AND POLITICAL
GIVEN TO "THOSE WHO OVERCOME™ (REVELATION 7-3) THEY ARE BEING REMINDED THAT THE
LLJESUS AS A BABY BUT WERE MIRACULOUSLY THWARTED - BECAUSE GOD 15 IN CONTROL AND BECA
GOD'S WORD, PROMISE AND PLAN 15 UNBREAKABLE.

EFIRS GHT AT THE BIRTH OF OVER THE POWERS OF THIS WOR LD (HEROD
tCIFIC FIGHT AND HAVE A LRH\DY BEE OKEN TO BY CHRIST ABOUT THE

W EVIL AND IS FORC %WANTED 10
St

HE
PEC
i
| GOD 15 POWERFUL AND BECAUSE

THE FI I
SPECIF .
REWARD )
RILLJES |

THEY ARE ALSO BEING TOLD THAT PART OF WY THEY ARE EXPERIENCING THE TRIA S AND SUFFERING THEY ARE SEEING IS DUE TO THE
FACT THAT THE DEVIL DIDN'T KILL BABY JESUS AND THAT ENRAGED 1M, AND HE COULDN'T DEFEAT MICHAEL, AND THAT ENRRGED HiM

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon


https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

AND THAT HE COULDN'T STOP GOD'S PLAN FROM ADVANCING AND THAT ENRAGED HIM AND HE HAS NOW DECLARED WAR  THAT'S THE REAL
REASON WHY THEY ARE DEALING WITH WHAT THEY ARE DEALING WITH. AND THE LORD GIVES US AN ENTIRE CHAPTER TO PULL BACK THE
CURTAIN ON ULTIMATE REALITY SO THEY, AND NOW WE, CAN HAVE THE ACCURATE PERSPECTIVE.

HERE ARE THINGS THAT HAVE TRIGGERED THE DEVIL'S ANGER:

- THE BIRTH OF JESU

- THE MINISTRY OF O JESUS
HE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESIS
S DEFEAT YMI(HM&(O
19

'
IS

- 115 BANISHMENT FROM HER
i
i

S

- 115 INAB] HW TO ST0P GODS PLAN
- 15 SOON APPROACHING FINAL EXPIRATION DATE
- YOUR FAITHFULNESS TO OBEY AND BELIEVE CHRIST

oS —] o~ U = ) —
[ |

AND SO THE DEVIL 1S ANGRY AND WARRING - BUT THIS BATTLE IS SPIRITUAL, NOT PERSONAL OR POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC OR RELIGIOUS -
TS SPIRITUAL. DOESN'T THE PRESENCE OF DRAGONS AND A WOMAN WITH 17 STARS AS A CRONN AND ARCHANGELS AND THE REST
HAMMER THAT POINT HOME?! AND SPIRITUAL BATTLES REQUIRE SPIRITUAL SOLDIERS WITH SPIRITUAL TACTICS AND WERPONS.

AND WHAT ARE THOSE WERPONST

THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB - 60D'S PLAN WAS THAT JESUS CHRIST'S DEATH WOULD PAY FOR OUR SIN INDUCED DET AND FORGIVE 1S GOD
"PASSED OVER™ OUR LIVES BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF JESUS. THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB IS SOMETHING 60D HAS DONE FOR VS, NOT
SOMETHING WE HAVE EARNED OR DONE. THIS COVERING IS HOW WE QVERCOME

THE WORD OF OUR TESTIMONY - GENERALLY SPEAKING THE GOSPEL, BUT ALSO OUR PERS
LIVES. WHEN THE DEVIL MH\(K% USING DECEIT AND ACCUSATION AS WEADONS, YOU
HAVE SEEN AND HEARD (TESTIFYING AS A WITNESS). FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE TRUMDS

NAL WITNESS TO GOD'S LOVE AND WORK IN OUR
EMEMBER AND DECLARE THE TRUTH OF WHAT YO
ECEPTIVE ACCUSATION EVERY TIME

0
b
D

NOT LOVING YOUR LIFE, EVEN WHEN FACED WITH DEATH - THE CHURCH MUST REMEVBER THAT DEATH IS DEFEATED AND WE HAVE THE SURE
HOPE OF RESURRECTION AND THE COMING WINGDOM OF 60D WE MUST LET " 60005 AND KINDREDS 60, THIS MORTAL LIFE ALSO. .. THEF $00Y
THEY WA Y FILL - 80T 60D°S TRUTH ASIDETA STHLL - 475 KINED0N /5 FOREVER ("R MIGHTY FORTRESS 1S OUR GOD™, MARTIN LUTHER)
THE DEVIL WILL TRY TO TEMPT WITH PLERSURES AND TEMPORAL THINGS. THOSE THINGS ARE POWERLESS, EVEN WHEN WE ARE THREATENED
BECAUSE WE HAVE AN ETERNAL REWARD.

KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD - DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE OV MUC H SIMPLY OBEYING THE TERCHINGS OF JESUS DEFEATS THE DEVIL

INYOUR LIFE OFTEN THE DEVIL HAS ACCESS TO YOUR LIFE BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT OBEDIENT TO JESUS. OFTEN THE WMKS 0F THE EVIL
ARE THWARTED BECAUSE YOU ARE COMMITTED TO DOING AND RESPOND\NG RS JESUS TERCHES 1S T0
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HOLDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS - IF THE DEVIL 1S ACCUSING YOU, WE COUNTER [T WITH THE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT GOD HAS DONE
FOR US THROUGH CHRIST  IF THE DEVIL ACCUSES YOU OF NOT BEING WOR H THE GOSPEL RNSW ERS THAT (WE'RE NOTY BUT 60D HAS MADE
US WORTHYY). 1T THE DEVIL ATTACKS YOU RS A SINNER THE GOSPEL ANSWERS THAT (WE ARE SINNERS, NOW SRVED BY GOD'S GRACE!). IF
THE DEVIL ATTACKS YOU AS WEAK, THE GOSPEL ANSWERS THAT (IN CHRIST, WHEN Wt F\R RK HE MAKES US STRONGY) ETC ETC ETC.
THE GOSPEL 1S NOT GOOD ADVICE, TS GOOD NEWS - AN ANNOUNCEMENT 0 WHAT HAS HAPPENED WHAT 1S HAPPENING NOW AND WHAT
WILL HAPPEN. BACK THE DEVIL DOWN WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS DEFEAT, HIS DEMISE RND HIS DESTRUCTION!

YOU AND I CAN'T OVERCOME ON OUR OWN. NOK CAN WE BE [GNORANT ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE WE ARE IN. IF YOU ARE TROUBLED BY

THE WILDNESS OF THIS CHAPTER, 600D IT SHOULD WAXE US UP T0 WHAT lS REALLY TRUE THERE IS F\N NEMY, THERE 1S A WAR, THERE
IS A FIGHT AND OUR ENEMY WANTS NOTHING MORE THAN YOU AND 1 TO BE ASLEEP, PREOCCUPIED OR TGNORANT TO THIS. THE BATTLE IS
NOT QURS, BUT THERE IS A BATTLE GOD AND HIS PEOPLE WILL BE VICTORIOUS, BUT TODAY IS NOT A DAY TO LAY DOWN IN THE FIGHT.

WE WILL CLOSE THIS SECTION WITH THE CALL AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF THIS APPROPRIATE HYMN WRITTEN §Y GEORGE DUFFIELD, JR. IN
185¢:

STAND 07 STAND U7 FOR JESUS, STAND IN 115 STRENGTH ALONE:
THEARY OF FLESH Wil FAIL YO YE DRRE NOT TRUST YOO8 OWl
PUT ON TRE 6OSPEL ARMOR. EACH PIECE 20T ON WITH PRA YER-
WIERE DITY (CALLS 08 DANGES. §E WEVER WANTING THERE

STAND U7 STAND 07 FOR JESUS, THE STRIFE WILL WOT §F [ONG:
THIS DAY THE WOISE OF BATTLE THE NEXT THE TICTOR'S SONG
10 THOSE WRO JANQUISH 7L A CROWN OF LIFE SHALL B
THEY WITH THE KNG OF 6LORY. SHALL REGH FTERNALLY

("STAND UP FOR JESUS™, GEORGE DUFFIELD JR IN 1858)
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