
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 11 (part 2)
The first two woes were the plagues of the 5th & 6th trumpets.  Now, the final “woe” is going to begin at the sounding 
of the 7th trumpet.  There is a lot that is involved with this trumpet blast, as we will see.  We are going to learn of 
the effects of the seventh trumpet for the next number of chapters, but to quickly preview, an eventual development of 
the 7th trumpet is the pouring out of 7 bowls of wrath (Revelation 16).  Just like the breaking of the 7th seal started 7 
trumpets, the 7th trumpet will start the 7 bowls (eventually), amongst other things.  Thus, the 3rd and final “woe.”

The 7th Angel Sounds The 7th Trumpet

It seems like it’s been a while since we heard a trumpet blast, but at last the seventh and final angel blows his trumpet.  
The seven trumpets were originally handed out way back in Revelation 8 with the breaking of the 7th seal.

Here’s a review of the trumpets

1 - Hail & fire mixed with blood - 1/3rd of the earth, trees & green grass burned (Revelation 8:7)

2 - Something like a great mountain burning with fire - sea became blood, 1/3rd of creatures in the sea die, as 
well as 1/3rd of ships. (Revelation 8:8-9)

3 - Great burning star from heaven falls on 1/3rd of rivers and springs of water, making 1/3rd of the waters 
bitter (like wormwood), many men die from bitter waters (Revelation 8:10-11)

4 - 1/3rd of sun, move and stars struck and as a result do not shine (Revelation 8:12)

5 - Bottomless bit/abyss opened by a “star from heaven fallen to the earth” and smoke rises up along with 
powerful locusts which torment humans for 5 months with a scorpion like torment that will not lead to death 
(Revelation 9:1-11)

6 - Four angels released which kill 1/3rd of mankind. The 4 angels lead a massive army of horsemen which have 
fire, smoke and brimstone out of their mouths and tails like serpents. (Revelation 9:13-19)

The focus of these trumpets has been primarily judgment upon the earth.  There has been natural calamity as a result of 
these trumpets and also harm to humans themselves.  Yet humanity has remained defiant:

Revelation 9:20-21 (NLT) - But the people who did not die in these plagues still refused to repent of their evil 
deeds and turn to God. They continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood 
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-- idols that can neither see nor hear nor walk! 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft 
or their sexual immorality or their thefts.

And as we looked at the first part of Revelation 11, we see God bringing a powerful prophetic witness to the earth 
through the two witnesses of Revelation 11:3-13. If this section is chronological, it would seem that the ministry of the 
two witnesses is after the judgments of the 6th trumpets in a final appeal for repentance from heaven to the inhabitants 
of the earth.

And yet the response to the short ministry of the two witnesses is recorded to be poor.  The interpretation of those on the 
earth is that these two witnesses are “tormenting” them (11:10) and the earth will rejoice when they are killed.

So often in the Biblical story we see God appealing to his people or the world in general, appealing to them to turn from 
their sin and receive his mercy and grace.  Often those who hear this invitation respond and turn, and often then reject 
the offer.  And then time will pass and God will call to them again and warn them and plead with them to repent.  The 
LORD is longsuffering, he is patient and slow to anger.  Peter writes:

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

But the Bible teaches us something critically important. God’s mercy is deep and wide…but there is an end to the time of 
grace.  There is a day when the calls to turn back and the warnings about sin will end.  In God’s justice, mercy ends.  If 
God endlessly continues to extend mercy on the sinner, then he never brings judgment upon the sinner.  And that is what 
we begin to read about.  Because as much as Revelation is a story is about God’s warnings to the sinner and the evil 
people of this age, it is also a story about the rescue and redemption OF those who have turned back to Him - and that 
day will and must come.

Revelation 6:10 (NLT) - "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the people who belong to this 
world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?"

The day of final judgment upon the world and the day of vengeance for God’s servants begins with the sounding of the 
7th trumpet.  There are going to be some pauses and visions and details that we’re still going to read in the chapter 
ahead but something happens at the sounding of this seventh trumpet with signals the end.

Revelation 11:15-18 - The Seventh Trumpet & Song

The seventh trumpet sounds and loud heavenly acclimations begin. Our eyes return to the heavenly throne room and we see 
the 24 elders again worshiping.  
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“As with the seventh seal (8:1–6), the scene now shifts from woes on earth to worship in heaven.” (ESV Study 
Bible, Revelation 11:15-18).

Here is what heaven’s throne is saying/singing:

1 - "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and 
ever." (Revelation 11:15)

2 - "We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great 
power and have begun to reign. (Revelation 11:17)

3 - “And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the 
time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the 
great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth." (Revelation 11:18)

Three big ideas from these proclamations:

1 - The Kingdom of God (and Christ) is beginning. God is taking over the kingdoms of the world.  Actually, the 
text says that “the kingdom (singular) of the world” is becoming the Kingdom of God and His Christ.  Scripture 
tells us that even through the nations of the earth have their boundaries and dominions led by their various 
leaders (presidents, kings, dictators, prime ministers, etc), they are all part of the “kingdom of this world”, 
ruled by humans, influenced and directed by Satan, who is the “ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 16:11; 2 
Corinthians 4:4, etc.)

2 - God is worthy of thanks and praise for establishing the kingdom. No more partial influence, no more invisible 
authority, God has “taken his great power and begun to reign.”  This doesn’t mean God hasn’t been seated on His 
throne or ruling the universe until now, but it is the time when He is exerting his full authority over His 
creation.  He placed humans in charge of the planet, they did a terrible job of managing and stewarding the 
creation, and now the true king is here to begin restoration.

3 - As a result of God’s full reign beginning, the wicked are going to be judged and the righteous will be 
rewarded.  The heavenly song announces not only the inauguration of the Kingdom, but the effects of its arrival. 
Rival rulers are going to be confronted and dealt with and God’s people (here described as his servants the 
prophets, the saints (holy ones) and those who fear God’s name) are going to be vindicated and rewarded.  A 
shorthand version of the coming judgment is that God is going to “destroy those who destroy the earth” - in other 
words rendering to each person what is due them.  And the nations are not happy (aka “enraged”, cp Psalm 2) 
about this. Even those who have died in the past will be judged.
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“God’s kingdom can never be established so long as hostile nations are allowed to defy his rule and to oppress 
his people. The visitation of God’s wrath is absolutely essential to the establishing of his gracious rule in the 
world “(George Ladd, “A Commentary On The Revelation of John, page 162)

And when is this all going to begin?  At the sounding of the 7th trumpet.  Let’s talk a little about the 7th and final 
trumpet.  Let’s survey the inclusion of a “trumpet” in other references to the end of the age and the coming of Christ.

Matthew 24:29-31 - "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON 
WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 
"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 31 "And He will send 
forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end 
of the sky to the other.

Q - What do you see from these verses which relates to what we have read in Revelation 11:15-17?

Notice that the sounding of the trumpet comes after the “tribulation of those days” as described in the previous verses of 
Matthew 24 - which certainly parallel the 7 seals (general human and historical troubles/trials) and the first 6 
trumpets (specific and targeted natural and human calamity that happen before the end).  What happens after the 
“tribulation of those days?”  The sign of the son of man appears, the “tribes of the earth will mourn” and “a great 
trumpet” sounds as God’s people are gathered together to celebrate and welcome the coming king. Though God’s people will 
endure the time of tribulation (aka the “Great Tribulation), the time of this heightened trouble will be short and will 
have a definite end.

Side Note: Some Christian authors and churches promote the idea that Jesus will return prior to the tribulation thus 
saving the church from enduring the trials and persecution that Jesus describes in Matthew 24, etc. There’s a lot of 
discussion of this topic in many good and reliable Biblical sources.  However, it is worth noting that the view of a 
“secret rapture of the church” was not a prominent or commonly accepted view by Christians until the 1800’s. It is a 
view that was promoted by John Nelson Darby and other well known Bible teachers of the late 1800’s-early 1900’s.  Darby 
influenced a number of other teachers in the Brethren movement and a large number of Pentecostal churches embraced the 
teaching. Famous proponents include Charles Scofield, Jimmy Swaggert, Tim LaHaye, John Hagee and more.

However, the lack of support both biblically and historically leaves this view wanting. If we follow the consistency of 
the “trumpet” language, we see that the return of Christ - which is when the people of God are raised/gathered/saved - 
happens after the tribulation at the sounding of the final/7th trumpet.  (Just the fact that the other trumpets sound 
first is strong Biblical evidence…but I digress..)

Back to the survey of the trumpets:
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1 Corinthians 15:51-53 - Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must 
put on immortality.

When does the resurrection of God’s people happen?  In an instant, at the “last trumpet”.  Those who have died in Christ 
will be raised again to eternal life and those who remain alive at the return of king Jesus will be transformed/changed 
to become immortal. Notice that this happens in conjunction with the sounding of the “last trumpet”. We know from 
Revelation that the last trumpet is the 7th trumpet.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 - But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so 
that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 
Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Finally, the last New Testament reference to this trumpet reaffirms what we saw in 1 Corinthians - the return of Jesus 
and the resurrection of the faithful both occur when a trumpet is blown, the last trumpet in fact.

Let’s put this all together:

As the end of the age approaches, there will be troubles, difficulties and tribulations for all of humanity - this is 
something that believers and unbelievers alike will experience.  Jesus talks about this in Matthew 24 and John reveals 
these things through imagery of seals and trumpets.  During this time of trouble, God will be making many appeals for 
men and women of the earth to turn to Him and be forgiven. Yet, at the appointed time during these days of trouble, God 
will end his long suffering and step in as judge of the universe.  How will this happen?  There will be the sounding of a 
trumpet and the father will send his son, Jesus the Christ, back to the earth as savior and king.  With the trumpet sound 
and a heavenly shout from the Lord, the people of God will be raised from the dead (or changed if alive at this time) and 
be given new, immortal and imperishable bodies.  The nations of the earth will both mourn and be enraged as their time of 
judgment and the end of their reign both begin.  The heavenly throne room will be rejoicing that at this time the 
“kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ - and he will reign forever and ever!”  This is 
the day of salvation for God’s servants and the day of judgment for the sinner.  The time for repentance is done.  The 
time for consideration of the gospel is over. The time for mercy has expired.
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This is good news for the Christian and good news for the sinner.  Today is the day of salvation - today mercy is here 
and grace is free.  God is ruling the world but has not cut off the supply of his kindness to all of humanity.  So how 
will we respond to this information? A few quick thoughts:

1 - Rejoice in the hope that there will be an end to these troubles.  Keep your eyes there so that you don’t get 
distracted or discouraged.

2 - Preach the gospel to all the world

3 - Pray for heartS to be open to the gospel and the love of God

4 - Do not get entangled in the trappings of this life, especially the sticky matters of the kingdom of this world.

5 - Love that which is good and hate that which is evil.  Stop sinning.  Stop making excuses for evil in your life.

6 - Sing, worship, pray, fellowship, celebrate, eat together, read the Bible, love your neighbor, care for the 
poor, be generous, be hospitable, forgive, serve….

7 - Remember yourself and remind others that God’s will is going to be done and that the kingdom will come.  We 
may see it in our lives or when we are raised from the dead - but this truth, the coming of Christ and the 
glorious kingdom of God is worth living for and giving your all towards now and our glorious and perfect and 
needed hope forever and ever amen.

May we all hear what the spirit is saying to the churches today. Amen.
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