
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 11
As we read Revelation 10, we took a pause to remember the reliability of God’s word and promises and be refreshed by the 
true and sure hope of God’s will being done on the earth in the end, and Jesus the Messiah coming back.  In His good 
wisdom and love, God knows what we needed at this stage in our journey through Revelation, namely a reminder of those 
truths in the context of the judgments we have read about and the delay in the return of the king.

This encouragement came is just the right time too, because as we continue to read Revelation, things are going to 
accelerate in their intensity, before the kingdom of God comes.

Revelation 11 is another chapter which has had much discussion over the years, and especially in the last 3 decades in 
the American church. Before we try and make some conclusion about the when’s, who’s, and what’s - lets prayerfully read 
the text and join John in what he sees.

What we read in Revelation 10 and what we will continue to read in 11 is still part of this brief interlude of the 
sounding of the trumpets.  The last trumpet that sounded was the 6th one (Revelation 9:13) and the 7th trumpet isn’t 
going to be blown until Revelation 11:15.  One final thing to remember from chapter 10, John is being called into a 
prophetic role akin to Ezekiel and what we read next is bittersweet.  What we are reading in this interlude are things 
which God wants John to see as he waits for the final trumpet to be blown.

Revelation 11:1-2 - John Called To Measure

We need to get some OT background.  After years of prophetic warning and extension after extension of God’s mercy, the 
kingdom of Judah (centered in Jerusalem) was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Empire.  The temple built by 
Solomon was ransacked and destroyed and the citizens of Judah were dragged to Babylon to live as exiles.  To the 
outside observer, it seemed that the end of the Abrahamic story had come at last.  And yet, even in exile after judgment 
has come, God calls a prophet to rise up and speak for Him.  This prophet was Ezekiel who literally was called to be a 
prophet while he lived in Babylon as an exile!

In the 25th year of the exile, God shows Ezekiel a vision and in the vision he is told to take measurements,  record the 
details and tell the exiles about what he saw.  The main task recorded in multiple chapters (starting in Ezekiel 40) was 
to take measurements of the temple of God.  Why? There are a number of reasons, but one of the main reasons was to give 
hope to the people of God in exile that they would return again to worship God. They were strangers in Babylon, cut off 
from their homes, their land and the promises of God. Yet God has Ezekiel spend extended time recording plans for a 
majestic house for the LORD - putting a vision before his exiled children that even though they had not been faithful to 
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God’s promises, He was still faithful to His promises.  Sure enough, a new temple was rebuilt after 70 years of exile and 
the worship of Yahweh resumed in His holy place.  

When John is writing Revelation (c. 90 AD) the temple that was rebuilt after the Babylonian exile is in ruins (destroyed 
by Rome in 70 AD).  Similar to Ezekiel, John is recording something that is to come, perhaps to give hope that the worship 
of God will again be restored.  Yet, in John’s vision he is told not just to measure the temple and the altar but “those 
who worship there” - an emphasis which is not only on the worship of God, but the worshippers of God.  At this point in 
the Biblical story, the people of God themselves were the earthly dwelling place of God, not only a specific physical 
location.

John is also told that the temple area outside of the sanctuary as well as the holy city in general is being “trampled” 
(11:2, NLT) for 42 months.  Yet, John records that safe inside the inner sanctuary of God’s house, those that worship the 
LORD are there, not only recorded/measured, but safe.  Biblical prophecy is filled with numbers and words to indicate 
time. Here we are told that the trampling by the nations will be 42 months which despite the exact placement of those 
months in the timeline of history, indicates a short time.

While God’s people are symbolically safe from the chaos of the city outside, something else appears in the city which 
garners John’s attention.

Revelation 11:3-6 - Two Witnesses

John next sees two witnesses that appear and are quite the characters!  They are clothed in sackcloth (the garments of 
repentance), powerful in preaching and against their opposition. Their ministry aligns with the time the holy city and 
temple court are being trampled (1260 days is roughly equivalent to 42 months of a 30 day month which is comparable to 
3 1/2 years.).  Much of their descriptors point us to Moses and Elijah, two of the greatest prophets in the Bible - and two 
prophets who both stood up to the evil powers of their generation (Pharoah & Ahab/Jezebel).

There are various interpretations of the meaning of these two witnesses, but two main schools of thought.  The first is 
that in the future, before the end of the age and the return of Christ, there will be the appearance of two remarkable 
prophetic figures who will proclaim the gospel with power and give a final call for repentance.  These two figures will 
be powerful and the world will take notice of them (for better or for worse).  They will move in the spirit and power of 
Elijah and Moses - in word and wonders.  They will be literal prophets who will preach in Jerusalem.

The second major interpretation is that these two figures represent the work of the church at the end of the age. The 
church is not just called to wait, safe in the inner sanctuary of God’s presence, but also function as a prophetic 
witness in the world - in word and deed to call the nations to turn from their sin and back to their Creator.  The 
description of the power of these two witnesses, according to this interpretation, are not so much literal (fire coming 
from heaven) but symbolic of the church being endowed with the power of God and authority of Christ.  The church, like 
these figures will be a compelling force in the world, and also despised by the world. 
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Here is what we know:

This chapter is rich with Old Testament symbolism and Old Testament reference.  Here is a sampling of those things, just 
as I observed:

 The measuring of the temple is found in Ezekiel 40-42.
 42 months/1260 days (aka 3 1/2 years) is mentioned in Daniel 7:25 & 12:7
 2 olive trees and two lampstands are from Zechariah 4 which symbolized the anointed high priest and 

governmental leader who would lead God’s people.
 The “fire…devouring their enemies” and “power to shut up the sky” is parallel to the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 

1:10-12, 1 Kings 17)
 The power over the waters to “turn them into blood and strike the earth with every plage” is parallel to Moses 

(Exodus 7)

Also, the concept of “two witnesses” comes from the Old Testament law which required at least two witnesses to testify 
to a matter in order for true judgment to be meted out.

Deuteronomy 19:15 (NIV) - One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime or offense they may 
have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.

My point in highlighting the massive amount of Old Testament allusion here is because I think there’s more to the story 
than just what we read on the surface - and not more to the story because we need to understand deep, prophetic, 
mysterious things of the end of days.  I think to more fully understand what this section about the future is about, we 
need to become familiar with the Old Testament story that has already been recorded.

Revelation 11:7-10 - The Two Witnesses Are Killed

These verses likely make us say “wow!” and “what?!” and “whoa!”  After 3 1/2 years of prophetic witness, the previously 
unknown/unmentioned “beast that comes up out of the abyss” will make war with the two witnesses” and sady, “overcome 
them and kill them”.  As powerful as these two witnesses are, they are overcome by this “beast.”  We are going to read 
of a number of “beasts” in the chapters to come, but this is our first reference to one.

We don’t know a ton about this beast (at least from this point in Revelation, there are clues in Daniel) but we do know 
two things that are helpful.  First, we are told that it comes from the abyss, which we know is where evil emanates from 
and is banished to throughout Revelation. Secondly, we learn that this beast is clearly in opposition to God and his 
people, specifically the two witnesses.
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And how do we see this opposition?  The beast wars against the witnesses and kills them.  As a result, their bodies “will 
lie on the street of the great city…” where many people “will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days.”  
Their bodies will not be buried during this time as people look at their dead bodies.  This would be an act of tremendous 
disrespect.

Clearly these two witnesses have tormented the evil people of the earth and their defeat is interpreted as a victory for 
them. The reaction of the world is joy and celebration - almost as if a worldwide holiday is called in honor of their 
death.

If the two witnesses are two literal end time prophets, their death would be celebrated by the world. Surely their 
ministry impact was great and widespread and their preaching caused anger in the hearts of those who refuse to repent.  
If these two witnesses are symbolic of the church generally, the defeat or apparent death of the church would also be 
celebrated by a world at odds with Christ and his followers.

The beast views these witnesses as a threat to be eliminated and that is what happens…that is until three days and a 
half days later…

Side Note: “The Great City” of Revelation 11:8 - this is talking about Jerusalem.  “Mystically” or spiritually Sodom and 
Egypt represent the pinnacle of human efforts and human evil (the third city we will read more about later is Babylon).  
The text is referring to Jerusalem, (aka “the great city” aka “where also their Lord was crucified”) now in the same way 
the Bible has referenced Sodom and Egypt - surely because Jerusalem, once representative of the chosen people of God and 
the centerplace of the worship of the true God has rejected the Messiah (as well as these “two witnesses”) and is now no 
different than the other pagan cities of this evil age.

And as an additional side note, as much as time has tempted us to shift our focus on the important whos and wheres of 
the Bible - the Bible keeps coming back to the promises to Abraham and David and the city of Jerusalem is a centerpiece of 
God’s story that remains.  Many will try to redefine prophecy to make sense of the Roman Catholic Church, the United 
States of America, the European Union or whatever the latest version of the kingdoms of this world might be, but 
Scripture more often than not, keeps us centered on Jerusalem.

Revelation 11:11-13, 14 - Surprise!

While the world rejoices over the death and embarrassment of the two witnesses, suddenly breath returns to their dead 
body lying in the street and God raises them from the dead, standing them up on their feet!! Wow!!  The watching world is 
in fear-saturated shock (v. 11).  And then they respond to the loud voice from heaven calling them to “come up here” and 
they “went up to heaven in a cloud” (ala Jesus’ ascension!)

They are vindicated before the very ones who celebrated their apparent demise.
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Soon after, there’s a “great earthquake” (11:13) which leads to 1/10 of the city falling and the death of 7000 people.  
As a reference, the 1994 earthquake that affected Los Angeles killed around 60 people.  The 2011 earthquake that caused 
the nuclear accident at the Fukushima power plant in Japan resulted in around 19,000 deaths - however, over 93% of 
that number was a result of the tsunami that was triggered by the earthquake, putting the earth-quake related deaths 
closer to 1000.  The point is, this is indeed a great earthquake if it causes 7,000 deaths.

This sequence of events causes great terror but also a small but notable guesture from the people of the region as they 
“gave glory to the God of heaven.”

It seems like God is using the notoriety of the two witnesses, including their death, to get people’s attention.  Think 
about this: as a result of their 3 1/2 year ministry, their death, their dead bodies being on display for 3 1/2 days and 
then certainly their resurrection and ascension - the world had been watching.  Now following the great earthquake, 
the hearts of men and women are unsettled.  As a result, some of the people who are terrified, “gave glory to the God of 
heaven (11:13)”.  At last, some people get it.  And yet it was through the trials and suffering of God’s people (whether 
just two witnesses or the general church) that helped get to the people where people gave glory to God. It wasn’t 
through their miracles, kindness, prosperity, or something else - in this case, the world took notice how God’s people 
endured their trials and it woke them up to what life was about (giving glory to the God of heaven).  There’s a lesson 
for us in this I think.

This whole section is a remarkable record and there is much to try and grasp - and we didn’t even get to the end of the 
chapter!  But before we move on, let's not miss an important lesson about timing.  Here’s what I mean.  The witnesses have 
a powerful season of testifying to God’s word - the text references 3 1/2 years.  Their ministry time appears to end in 
defeat - they are dead for 3 1/2 days.  But after the 3 1/2 days, life is restored and they ascend to heaven just before 
the final trumpet sounds.

Why do I say we need to learn the lesson of timing?  Because a short, seemingly devastating or even embarrassing defeat 
is minor compared to years of faithfulness and ultimate and eternal victory.

Do God’s people suffer and endure hard times in this age? Yes.  The devil appears at times to have some victories as well.  
But those sufferings, hard times and minor victories for the evil one are short lived and fleeting compared to a life of 
faithful devotion to God and the glory that is to be revealed.

3 1/2 days is greater than 3 1/2 days.  And the kingdom of God is greater than the momentary affliction of this life.

So we get perspective.  We see and feel and experience the battle, but know the end is coming.  We push through and hold 
on, knowing that the future is certain.  These truths are designed to free us from the fear that comes when all we have 
to live for is the here and now.
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If the two witnesses of the final days know already that after 3 1/2 days they are resurrected again, even if they are 
overcome and killed by the beast one day, if they already know that they can boldly and freely take risk and speak and 
sacrifice and obey and love and confront and trust and face and step out in faith - leaving it all on the field by 
giving their all.  They are dangerous for the kingdom of God because they have nothing to lose.

What if we lived like we had nothing to lose?

If only we could be sure that our future is secure and that even if we die, we’ll be resurrected and overcome all of our 
enemies.  If only we could trust that even if the devil defeats us, he does not have victory over us.  If only there was 
someone we could count on to get us through, even the valley of death so that when we faced the shadows, we could 
still be confident because we know we are guaranteed to get through to the other side.

If somehow we could know the end of our story, like the two witnesses did, if only we could know the future - sure, not 
every single day or detail - but just the big picture of the end of our story - if only we could know that in the end, no 
matter what, all things are going to work together for good…

If only…

Because if somehow we could be confident in the face of 3 1/2 days or years of the worst things ever, if we could know 
that those things aren’t the end, we too could be bold and free to take risk and speak and sacrifice and obey and love 
and confront and trust and face and live by faith - leaving it all on the field by giving our all - then we too, would 
be dangerous men and women for the kingdom of God because we too, would have nothing to lose…
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