
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 10
In Revelation 9 we read of the two woes - two troubling scenes describing judgment upon humanity.  We saw a two fold 
judgment - one which seemed to be instigated by the forces of evil which involved spiritual and physical torment upon the 
earth. These things emanated from the “abyss”, (9:1-2) the place Revelation describes as the source of evil and more 
specifically devilish things.  Secondly we saw the 4 angels which had been held back from being judged (until the 
servants of God were safely marked/sealed) now bringing destruction to the earth.  But as we concluded chapter 9 we 
lamented how even in these final days of judgment before Christ returns, humans will remain defiant against their 
Creator:

Revelation 9:20-21 - The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of 
their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of 
wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; 21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries 
nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.

The universe is waiting for the final day of judgment and the return of the king.  And as it relates to what John sees, it 
is coming soon.  As one reads Revelation, we would assume it’s the next thing that is going to happen - but first we are 
going to enter an interlude of sorts which communicate some important and timely truths on the precipice of the coming 
of Christ.

Revelation 10:1-4 - Strong Angel

book/scrolls, strong angel
Cloud, rainbow, sun, pillars of fire.
Feet on land and sea.  Lion roaring, thunder crashing.

We’ve seen much of this imagery before.  Specifically these items are related to the throne of God and the scene of the 
heavenly court from Revelation 4-5.  If you remember when we read those chapters we saw glorious images which served as 
the setting for the lamb of God/lion of Judah opening the “book/scroll”. Now we see another strong angel holding a 
“little book” which is not sealed up but opened.

What do we learn from this angel’s appearance and announcement? We are told that 7 peals of thunder ring out.  And 
what do these seven peals of thunder mean? We have no clue!  In fact we are specifically told that John was about to 
write what these 7 thunders meant/spoke but was told not to!

Q - What do you make of that?!
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One thing it tells us that even with all that Revelation communicates, there is a lot we don’t know. The depth and 
wisdom and knowledge and planning of God is so deep and so wide that even what we do get a glimpse of is only the 
shallow end of the pool.  There is still so much we don’t know, even when we are shown some things.

Remembering this at this point in Revelation reminds us that God is in control, his will is going to be done and that he is 
working in ways we cannot see.

Revelation 10:5-7 - What John Does Report…

John isn’t permitted to talk about the 7 thunders but he does report that this strong angel commandingly stands upon the 
earth (planted firmly on both sea and land) and lifts his right hand to heaven and swears to God that he will obey the 
words and enact the plans of God.

The oath he takes is that there will be “delay no longer” and references the sounding of the 7th (and final) angelic 
trumpet.  John records that the sounding of this seventh angel will mark that the “mystery of God is finished” - the 
mystery that was preached to the servants and prophets of God in the past.  WOW.

Imagine reading this as the first century church.  You just finished reading of the two first woes in Revelation 9 and 
now you have a pause which serves as an announcement that God’s plan is going to be accomplished and that the delay in 
it being accomplished is nearing its end!

We should still be mindful of the important question asked by God’s people in light of all the evil and suffering that 
continues to propagate in the world:

Revelation 6:10 - …"How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?"

The answer is becoming clearer.  The sounding of the 7th trumpet is what they (we) are waiting for and that will end the 
“delay.”  And we can have confidence of this happening because of how this is communicated - through an oath/swearing 
ceremony by the strong angel.

There are a few places in Scripture where swearing happens in a significant way. Let’s review them quickly:

God swore (by himself) to Abraham that he would bless and multiply his descendants:

Genesis 22:15-18 - Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, "By 
Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens 
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and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 "In your 
seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

God swore to give Abraham’s descendants the promised land:

Exodus 6:8 -'I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give 
it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.'"

God swore to David that his throne would be established forever and specifically that the Messiah would be a son 
of David who would rule forever:

Psalm 89:3-4 - "I have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, 4 I will establish 
your seed forever And build up your throne to all generations."

Psalm 132:11 - The LORD has sworn to David A truth from which He will not turn back: "Of the fruit of your 
body I will set upon your throne.”

These are some of the most significant promises in Scripture. We can trust all of God’s words, but when God “swears” 
something we should have tremendous confidence that God will keep his promise.  With this in mind we remember that God’s 
angel is swearing by God the following:

“He swore an oath in the name of the one who lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and everything in 
them, the earth and everything in it, and the sea and everything in it. He said, "There will be no more delay. 7 
When the seventh angel blows his trumpet, God's mysterious plan will be fulfilled. It will happen just as he 
announced it to his servants the prophets." (Revelation 10:6-7, NLT)

With all of the instability and inconsistency, all the uncertainty and unknowns, one truth is sure - Christ will come, 
the work of God will be completed.

Side note: the KJV translates this word “delay” as “time”

Revelation 10:6 - “that there should be time no longer”

The word being translated here is the Greek word “χρόνος” (chronos, <5550>) and it means the passage of time, 
either long or short.  From the context and the Biblical story generally, the return of Christ does not end “time” as we 
know it but the passage of the time, as in the time we’re waiting for Christ to return.  The hymn “When The Roll Is Called 
Up Yonder” (James M. Black, 1893) popularized this idea with its opening line “when the trumpet of the Lord shall sound 
and time shall be no more…”  Some suggest that time will stop as we begin a new spiritual existence. 
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In reality though, there will still be the passage of time in the kingdom of God, it will just go on forever.  That is why 
all modern English translations use the word “delay” which is a word used to communicate the time that one is waiting 
for something to happen.  The state of the universe after Christ’s return will still be life, just life everlasting.

Revelation 10:8-11 - John’s Next Job

God reaffirms his commitment to his promises and then calls John into a new ministry calling to “prophesy again 
concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and kings. (10:11)” John has already been called to write what he sees 
regarding the “things which must soon take place” (Revelation 1:1) but now a new facet to this calling begins.  And it’s 
related to a well known and important prophetic ministry of generations past.

In the book of Ezekiel chapter 1, Ezekiel, a priest who is living in the land of Babylon, is going to be called by God to 
see awesome and terrible things.  He is living exiled from the promised land and Jerusalem because God’s people had 
turned from Him and persisted in their worship of idols.  Ezekiel chapter 1 tells the calling of Ezekiel and in this calling 
he sees a vision of the throne room of God (4 living creatures, angelic hosts, crystal exapase, majestic description of 
the throne of God, fire, rainbows and more).  Sounds familiar doesn’t it?

In Ezekiel chapter 2 God speaks to Ezekiel and calls him to be a spirit-empowered messenger and prophet.  In this calling 
God specifically tells Ezekiel that he will speak the word of the LORD [period].  The LORD tells Ezekiel that his people 
are stubborn and may not listen to what Ezekiel has to say, but he must stay it nonetheless.

Ezekiel 2:3-5 (NLT) - "Son of man," he said, "I am sending you to the nation of Israel, a rebellious nation that 
has rebelled against me. They and their ancestors have been rebelling against me to this very day. 4 They are a 
stubborn and hard-hearted people. But I am sending you to say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says!' 5 
And whether they listen or refuse to listen-- for remember, they are rebels-- at least they will know they have 
had a prophet among them.

Ezekiel 2:7 - "But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not, for they are rebellious.

And before Ezekiel goes to prophesy, something very interesting happens:

Ezekiel 2:8-3:4 (NLT) - Son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not join them in their rebellion. Open your 
mouth, and eat what I give you." 9 Then I looked and saw a hand reaching out to me. It held a scroll, 10 which 
he unrolled. And I saw that both sides were covered with funeral songs, words of sorrow, and pronouncements of 
doom.

3:1 The voice said to me, "Son of man, eat what I am giving you-- eat this scroll! Then go and give its message 
to the people of Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and he fed me the scroll. 3 "Fill your stomach with this," he 
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said. And when I ate it, it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. 4 Then he said, "Son of man, go to the people of 
Israel and give them my messages.

God “feeds” Ezekiel the scroll which symbolizes the message Ezekiel will speak.  God doesn’t just want Ezekiel to read 
the message, he wants him to take the message inside of him and make it his own (cp. Jeremiah 15:16).  Here’s how the 
sequence concludes:

Ezekiel 3:10 - Then he added, "Son of man, let all my words sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to them 
carefully for yourself.

In Ezekiel’s case the words from God were eaten and tasted sweet.  So why do we read that John’s meal would taste sweet 
but make his stomach bitter?  George Ladd explains:

“The sweetness and bitterness do not refer to different parts of the (little book) or different aspects of the 
prophet’s message which for the church, is partly a message of salvation and parly a message of persecution, 
suffering and martyrdom.  Rather, the sweetness and bitterness refer to the twofold reaction on the part of the 
prophet as he directs his message and understands it.  It is a sweet thing to be close to God, to be the recipient 
of His word.  This is true of all believers.  The word of God is “sweeter also than honey and drippings from the 
honeycomb (Psalm 19:10)...” In the same way John found God’s word to be sweet as honey in his mouth.  But as he 
digested his message and pondered its implications, it became bitter in his stomach…” (George Eldon Ladd, “A 
Commentary On The Revelation of John”, page 147)

And so John is coming to terms with the fact that he’s not just a passive observer and stenographer - he is going to be 
proclaiming the message - both the sweet (aka salvation and mercy) and bitter (aka judgment and wrath) parts of the 
message to the world.  

In the chapters that follow, we’re going to dive into some wild parts of this book.  It’s going to be sweet and bitter, 
beautiful and terrible, things which we will long to see as well as things which we will long to flee.  But chapter 10 
comes at just the right time.

As we recounted as we started, we just read about the woes and judgments which will come upon the earth. We have read 
about the destruction of ⅓ of parts of creation and ⅓ of human life. We have read of enhanced plagues and angels of 
death.  And we have read that there is more to come because humanity remains stubborn and arrogant, refusing to 
“repent of their evil deeds and turn to God.” (Revelation 9:20-21)

So what do we need at a time like this? Hope.  And that’s exactly what the Lord gives us.  We are reminded in this 
interlude chapter that the time delay in the plan of God finishing will not remain forever!  Jesus is coming back and the 
kingdom of God is coming to the earth.  Are there difficult times now? Yes. Are there even more challenging times ahead? 
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Yes. Are there spiritual battles breaking out all around God’s people? Yes. Is the devil on the prowl? Yes. Do evil people 
seem to win in this evil age? Yes.

But that’s not the end of the story and the end of the story makes all the difference! The end of the story is that the 
“mystery of God is finished” (v. 7).  God’s plan and purposes will be accomplished and his word is sure and unchanging.  
What we see around us is not ultimate reality and that’s why God’s plan is a “mystery” - the clues are all around and 
for those who know the facts we can see how it all concludes and that is what we are reminded of in Revelation 10.

We have hope that God’s kingdom will come and God’s will, will be done - on earth as it is surely done in heaven.  And in 
this chapter we see the love of God, the one who “lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and everything in them, 
the earth and everything in it, and the sea and everything in it (10:6)” - the love of that great God.

Why do I say we see his love?  Because there’s much of the story still to be shown to John and us - both sweet and bitter 
things - but God, in his love for his children, pauses the story to remind us of His faithfulness and the end of the story 
- giving us hope.

Revelation is going to continue on until chapter 22, when we see how things are going to be made right in the end, but 
in chapter 10, nearing the halfway point the story, he pauses to say - keep your mind and your heart anchored in the end 
of the story - keep your faith in the hope.

So as we read on and discover the wrath to come and the judgements on the earth, and as, perhaps, we experience the 
unfolding of some of these things in our own lifetime - do not be moved away from the hope of the gospel.  Let it be the 
anchor that holds you in place, not just in the sweet calm waters, but in the torrents and floods, when thunder is 
pealing out and darkness covers the sky.  

Those are the times when anchors, though unseen and below the surface, do their best work.
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