
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 1
As we discovered last time, the book of Revelation is a letter from Jesus to John the apostle, (sent via angel) to reveal to the 
church at the end of the first century, “the things which must soon take place (1:1)”.  Revelation is filled with messages, 
images, warnings and encouragement for God’s “bond-servants” (aka the church).

As we move ahead, we affirm that our approach in looking at these Scriptures is not to bypass the original audience to glean our 
own lessons, but to understand what this meant to the first audience reading it first, and then discern what it means for us 
today.  We’ll ask “what did this mean to them” before we ask “what does this mean for us?”.

The closing words of the introduction to Revelation will center us as we move forward. This information ultimately emanates 
from the LORD, God Almighty - “who is, who was, and is to come. (Revelation 1:9)”  The whole world is in His strong hand.  This 
description of God’s transcendence is not a new idea.

Isaiah 46:9-10 (NLT) "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
no one like Me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 
'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';

Yahweh’s name literally means “to be, to exist” and in every dimension of time he says “I am.”  In the past He said “I am”, in the 
present he says “I am” and so as we look to the future we hear his comforting call “I am” there too. 

We are going to see throughout Revelation both distinctions and overlaps in the images and descriptions of Yahweh, the Father 
and Jesus. These images and descriptions are intended to build upon what has already been revealed and established in the 
Scripture not be the sole place to get the understanding. For example, Jesus’ description of himself as: “I am gentle and humble 
in heart (Matthew 11:29)” is probably where we should begin and end with the warrior king on a white horse.  We need both to 
understand Christ.

Revelation 1:9-11 - John’s Introduction

John introduces himself as “brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation, kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus.”  The 
aged apostle John is not “pulling rank” but joining himself in the family and fellowship of the church.  He highlights that he’s in 
the battle with them.  He highlights three things which stand against the truth of God who was, is and is to come:

Tribulation: what has been
Perseverance: what is happening now
Kingdom: what is to come

In other words, we have been through many trials already, we’ve got to persevere now, and in the end, the kingdom will come and 
be our salvation.  Times are difficult now, but we are not in a moment that is some black hole of evil that will never end. The 
kingdom is coming. 
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How important would “The Hope” have been for these Christians?  Why would this have been such a central focus during this time?

John identifies that he is on the “island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus (1:9).” The “word of 
God” is what the New Testament calls “the gospel” and the “testimony of Jesus” likely speaks of John’s eyewitness testimony to 
the resurrection of Christ.

Patmos, “is an Aegean island to which Rome exiled political 
criminals, shows that he is a partner with the churches’ 
tribulation and patient endurance. Patmos is an arid island…
roughly 40 miles from the mainland of Asia Minor. Since 
antiquity, it has possessed a working protected harbor near its 
center (modern Skala) and other places for small boats to anchor. 
Inscriptions and archaeological remains indicate the existence of 
a fortress before John’s arrival, and the clear presence of the 
Artemis cult afterward. The limited population of the island 
during John’s day was probably largely pagan. Assuming (with 
church tradition) that John had been officially banished to 
Patmos, he may have been granted some freedom of movement on the 
island (even if, as claimed in later tradition, he lived in a cave) 
and may not actually have been in a prison, though he would have 

been barred from leaving Patmos. (ESV Study Bible, Revelation 1:9)

“(Patmos) was about 10 miles long and 6 miles wide - a bare, rocky volcanic island with hills rising to about 1000ft.  
There are references in Roman literature to support the view that such islands were used for the banishment of political 
offenders…The governor has the authority to send people into exile for political reasons…In the present instance, 
John apparently had been accused to the governor of Asia of sedition because the “word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus”, i.e., because of his preaching of the gospel of Jesus the Messiah” (George Eldon Ladd, “A Commentary on the 
Revelation of John” page 30-31)

v. 10 - “in the spirit on the Lord’s day” - John mentions that he was in prayer or worshipful, spiritual communion with God on a 
Sunday.  In this state he heard a “loud voice” instructing him to write in a “book” (lit: scroll) what he would see to seven 
named churches on the mainland of the Asian Province.

“The order in which the churches are listed traces the route along which a courier from Patmos would have carried the 
scroll.” (ESV Study Bible, Revelation 1:10)

John is commissioned to write what he sees.  Before we move on, it’s good for us to consider the implications of this 
commissioning.  It’s tempting to look at Revelation and try to figure out what is happening and try to sort out the chronology of 
the visions and prophecies.  To be sure, there are things that will be recorded that will help us make sense of the future and 
what will happen and when.  But the book of Revelation is not laid out in chronological order.  It’s laid out in “What does John 
see” order.  

The question for us to ask is not so much “what happens next” but “what does John see next.” And with that we begin our 
journey with John to see what he sees.
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Revelation 1:12-16 - What (or Who) John Sees

Seven golden lampstands.
“One like a son of man” standing in the middle of the seven lampstands

Long robe, golden sash, head and hair, white like snow, eyes like flame of fire
Feet: burnished bronze like when it is made to glow in a furnace
Voice: sound (ESV: “roar”) of many waters
In his hand: holding seven stars
Out of his mouth: sharp two edged sword
His face: like the sun shining in its strength

Q - What does this all seem to mean to you as you read it?

Thankfully, as we continue on we get some answers.  Let’s read ahead before we go over what John sees.

Revelation 1:17-18, 19-20 - Who & What John Sees: Jesus, Angels & Churches

Let’s cut to the chase: what John sees is the individual speaking to him, which we will discover is Jesus Christ.  The seven stars 
represent seven angels and the seven lampstands are representative of the seven churches the letter is being sent to.

The key to knowing this is Jesus Christ is found in 1:18: “I was dead, and behold I am alive forever more…”

The key to knowing about the lamps and stars is found in 1:20 - “the seven stars are the angels” and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches”.

It’s probably an understatement to say that this vision of Jesus is a far cry from the depiction of the servant Rabbi of gospels.  
But that’s exactly the point - the resurrected, glorified and victoriously ascended Jesus is the same, but at the same time, not 
the same.

Spiritual victories have been won and glorification has happened.  Massive cosmic shifts have occurred in the universe as a result 
of Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.

One theme from this description is light and might.  

Lampstands give light, especially golden ones.   Stars give light. Fire and glowing metal gives light.  Snow is white and 
bright.  Oh and the sun shining in full strength is pretty bright too.

Fire and melting bronze is bright and hot. Roaring waters are powerful and loud.  A two edged sword is a sharp and 
powerful weapon. Stars and fire and blazing suns are pretty intense too.  Oh, and if you can hold stars in your hand, 
that’s pretty wild too.
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For readers familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures, bells and whistles should be going off in your head.  For those reading 
Revelation for the first time, we may be confused as to what the heck we’re seeing.  But, like we will see throughout the book, 
these images are images that are not new, but old.

Exodus 25:1-2 - Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from 
every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution.

Exodus 25:8-9 - "Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. 9 "According to all that I am 
going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.

Exodus 25:31 - "Then you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand and its base and its shaft are to be made 
of hammered work; its cups, its bulbs and its flowers shall be of one piece with it.

Exodus 25:37-40 - "Then you shall make its lamps seven in number; and they 
shall mount its lamps so as to shed light on the space in front of it. 38 "Its 
snuffers and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39 "It shall be made from a 
talent of pure gold, with all these utensils. 40 "See that you make them 
after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the mountain.

God’s people were instructed to make a temporary dwelling place for His presence - the 
tabernacle. And in the most holy place of this tabernacle, there would be a 
candelabra with 7 lampstands.  This was symbolic of God’s light and presence.  

Many years later, the tabernacle is long gone and the temple that replaced it has 
been destroyed. Through the prophet and book of Zechariah, seven lamps appear again:

Zechariah 4:1-2 (NLT) - Then the angel who had been talking with me returned and woke me, as though I had been asleep. 
2 "What do you see now?" he asked. I answered, "I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl of oil on top of it. Around the 
bowl are seven lamps, each having seven spouts with wicks.

Zechariah 4:4-5 (NLT) - Then I asked the angel, "What are these, my lord? What do they mean?" 5 "Don't you know?" the 
angel asked. "No, my lord," I replied. 

Zechariah 4:10b (NLT) - …The seven lamps represent the eyes of the LORD that search all around the world.

So though we don’t have a ton of clarity on what is happening, the reappearance of the 7 lamps during Zechariah’s time are 
connected again to God’s presence and awareness of what is really going on.  When lampstands are present, God is present and 
His light is shining on what is happening in the world of darkness.

Daniel 7:1, 9-10, 13-14 - Ancient of Days & Son Of Man

Here we have a notable vision from another revelation, given to the prophet Daniel.  Do you see some of the similarities?
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Snow white clothing and hair Blazing Fire “Son of man”

This is one of the most important prophetic visions of the Old Testament.  In it we see a vision of the “Ancient of Days” (God) in 
regal and majestic glory.  In this vision, “one like a son of man (v. 13)” comes before the Ancient of Days and is given “dominion, 
glory and a kingdom” that will be everlasting (v. 14).  God gives these things to a son of man.  That’s an important concept to 
remember.

The phrase “son of man” means human being.  However, this prophecy was such an important one to the people of God that the 
phrase “son of man” would become another way to refer to the Messiah they were waiting for.  When this “son of man” appeared, 
he would be the one that God would give the kingdom authority to.  So when this “son of man” appears, it's a big deal!

So, for readers of the gospels, you will notice that one of Jesus’ favorite names for himself is “son of man”. With this title, he 
is claiming, not just to be human, but to be the son of man of Daniel 7.  He’s the one that is getting the dominion, glory and 
kingdom.  The Ancient of days, clothed in white, glorious in appearance transfers the dominion, glory and kingdom to the son of 
Man aka the Messiah aka Jesus Christ.

Consider what Jesus said about this title:

Matthew 19:28 - And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when 
the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.

Matthew 24:27 - "For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the 
Son of Man be.

Matthew 25:31 - "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His 
glorious throne.

And consider what is said of and by Jesus after his resurrection and ascension:

Matthew 28:18 - And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth.

Acts 7:55-56 - (Stephen), being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56 and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God."

Revelation 1:12-16 – Back To The Vision

At this point in human and salvation history, Jesus has received the power and authority from the Ancient of Days and so as John 
sees this vision of Jesus, his countenance has become like the Ancient of Days as a result.
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And for the Christian in one of these seven cities, under the threat of persecution and tribulation and martyrdom during the 
Roman Empire, to “see” your Lord in contrast to the Emperor oppressing you, surely would give you confidence and hope.

You and your church are trying to shine your little light brightly, to not be quenched or extinguished as darkness and evil 
blows around - and you read of John’s vision.  You read that there are seven lampstands but that in the midst of those 
lampstands stands the glorious and glorified son of Man.

“It may look like I’m surrounded, but I’m surrounded by you” isn’t simply a lyric from a modern worship song, it’s the ancient 
reality of God’s people.  The first words out of Jesus’ mouth after the command to “write” are “do not be afraid (1:17).”

Don’t forget that instead of a tongue, there is a sword coming out of Christ’s mouth (1:16). This certainly means that his words 
are powerful.  What he says is going to happen with the surety of a two-edged sword being able to cut.  So Christ has things to 
say, but the first thing is “do not be afraid” - that’s pretty powerful for the need of the moment.

However, before we even hear the glorious Christ speak - we see him.  John sees him.  As John sees this glorious sight, the fact 
that he’s a prisoner on an island suddenly is an afterthought.  John has turned his eyes towards Jesus, and the things of earth 
have grown strangely dim.  The troubles and trials haven’t literally gone away, but there is hope that they will because the 
focus is not on them, but on him.

The churches, trying to flicker some light in a dark world, seemingly scattered in a courier's circle in Asia Minor, are actually 
known and together and united more than they know.  Trouble surrounds, fears creep near, uncertainty encroaches, yet who is in 
the center of it all?

“In the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man…” (1:13)

And not only has Christ not left them nor forgotten them. He has something specific to say to each of them.
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