NOON BIBLE STUDY: NEWEMIAR 9 & 10 (PART 7)

SUMMARY:

THE NATION HAS JUST GATHERED TO HEAR THE WORDS OF GOD READ AND EXPLAINED BY EzRA (NEREMIAH €). THIS WAS A TIME OF JOY AND
CELEBRATION. THE NATION WILL NOW MEET AGAIN TO CONTINUE IN THE WORDS AND WAYS OF THE LORD. THIS MEETING WILL BE A MORE
LEMN ASSEMBLY, ACCOMPANIED BY CONFESSION OF SIN RND A RECOUNTING OF THE NATION'S ROCKY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD.  THE

S0
NATION'S LEADERS WILL TRKE A BOLD STEP TO HELP THEIR GENERATION BE ONE WHO FOLLOWS THE LORD BY RENEWING THEIR COVENANT WITH
THE TRUE 60D

NEREMIAK 9:37-38 - THE LEVITES APPEAL TO 6OD'S MERCY & PLAN TO RENEW COVENANT WITH M

V. 33-35 - HUMILITY, CONFESSION, TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

H LERDERS R (OGNIZ WHY THE NATION IS IN THE SITUATION THEY ARE CURRENTLY IN (SLAVES/SUBJECTS TODAY RATHER THAN
REE). 1715 BECAUSE OF THEIR NATIONAL SIN AND TURNING FROM THE LORD.  YET IN THIS MOMENT THEY ARE ASKING 60D T0 BE
R FIL 1O TH EMAND TURN 1S ATTENTION TO THEIR SITUATIONS.

WITH THIS FINAL PRAYER. THEY PREPARE AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT WHICH THEY WILL RATIFY AS A RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT WITH
GOD. 60D HAS ALWAYS WORKED IN SCRIPTURE THROUGH COVENANTS. A COVENANTS IS AN AGREEM NT BETWEEN TWO OR MORE
PARTIES T0-DO OR NOT DO CERTAIN THINGS WITH (AT TIMES) A PROMISED SERVICE OR BLESSING IN THE END. GOD PROMISES TO BE
THEIR GOD, PROTECT AND PROVIDE FOR THEM AND KEED THEM IN (AT FIRST IT WAS BRING THEM T0) THE PROM(S LAND. THE
PEOPLE PROMISE TO 0BEY H!S COMMANDMENTS, WHICK SERVE AS THE TERMS OF THE COVENANT ~ CONVERSELY, IF EITHER PARTY
BREAKS THEIR END OF THE COVENANT, THERE ARE CONSEQUENCES
Q- WHY DO YOU THINK THE LEADERS FELT IT IMPORTANT TO WRITE THE AGREEMENT DOWN AND SIGN THEIR NAMES?

NEREMIAK 10:1-77 - THE NAMES OF THE COVENANT MAKING LEADERS
THIS LIST WAS A COLLECTION OF THE LEADERS (V. 1, 14-27), PRIESTS (I 7-8), LEVITES (I 9-13)

NEHEMIAK 10:28-79 - MAIN OATH & COVENANT PROMISE
THE CORE OF THER COVENANT RENEWAL IS THE ORIGINAL MOSRIC COVENANT,

NENEMIAH 10:29 (NLT) - (ALL OF THE PEOPH) JOINED THEIR LEADERS AND BOUND THEMSELVES WITH AN OATH. THEY
SWORE A CURSE ON THEMSELVES F THEY FAILED TO OBEY THE LAW OF 60D AS [SSUED BY IS SERVANT MOSES THEY
SOLEMNLY PROMISED TO CAREFULLY FOHOW ML THE COMMANDS, REGULATIONS, AND DECREES OF THE LORD OUR LORD
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“THIS PICKS P AND FILLS OUT THE DECLARATION MADE IN 9:38 BY THE WHOLE COMPANY AND SEALED ON THEIR BEHALF BY THEIR
LEADERS. 1T IS MADE (OMPLH ELY [ R THAT EVERYONE, DOWN TO THE YOUNGEST CHILDREN WHO COULD UNDERSTAND SHARED IN
THIS OATH. THIS OATH IS REINFORCED BY A CU R SE(EW: CALLING DOWN DISASTER IF THEY SHOULD GO BACK ON THERR WORD.

THE LIST NOT ONLY EMPHASIZES THIS UNANIMITY BUT PORTRAYS THE PEOPLE CONSCIOUS OF ITS CALLING TO B SEPARATED FROM
THE NATIONS. 1T WAS THEIR READING OF THE LAW THAT INSPIRED AND LEFT NO ROOM FOR DOUST OF THIS." (DEREK KINDER,
"TYNDALE OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARIES: EZRA & NEHEMIAK™ P6 119)

NEREMIAK 10:30-39 - SPECIFIC COMMANDS CITED

THE SUMMARY STATEMENTS MENTIONED IN THIS COVENANT RENEWAL DOCUMENT WERE A COMMITMENT TO REFRAIN FROM
INTERMARRYING AND INTERMINGLING WITH THE NATIONS (V. 30), KEEPING THE SREBATH (V. 31) AND TO TITHE AND SUPPORT THE
TEMPLE AND THE TEMPLE SERVANTS (PRIESTS, LEVITES, ETC)

HIGHLIGHT THE FACT THAT THE NATION WAS CHOOSING TO BE SEPERATE AND DEVOTED TO YAKWEH'S
(OMMF\NDS [T WAS THROUGH THEIR OBEDIENCE TO KIS COVENANT THAT THEY WOULD BE NOT SEPARATE FOR THE SAKE OF BEING
SEPARATE, BUT SEPARATE FOR THE SAKE OF DISPLAYING HIS GOODNESS AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE NATIONS.  THIS POINTS
THEM BF\(K 10 THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THEY HAD BEEN CALLED - THE BE IS SPECIAL COVENANT PEOPLE, SHOMING HIS CHARACTER
10 THE WORLD

THE COMMANDS REALLY H1GHL
G

REMEMBER WHAT THE LORD TOLD MOSES AS HE FIRST RESCUED THE NATION FROM EGYPT:

EXODUS 19:4-6 - "YOU YOURSELVES HAVE SEEN WHAT I DID TO THE EGYPTIANS, AND HOW | BORE YOU ON EAGLES™ WINGS,
AND BROVGHT YOU TO MYSELE. 5 'NOW THEN, F YOU WILL INDEED OBEY MY VOICE AND KEEP MY COVENANT, THEN YOU
SHALL BE MY OWN POSSESSION AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES, FOR ALL THE EARTH 1S MINE: 6 AND YOU SHALL BE T0 ME A
KINGDOM OF PRIESTS AND A HOLY NATION." THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT YOU SHALL SPEAK TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL "

CIT WAS AN IMPORTANT OATH THAT THE JEWS HAD TAXEN. ALL IN THE COMMUNITY WHO WERE CLEAN AND THU SEPARATED FROM
THE FOREIGNERS TOOK ON THEMSELVES TO KEEP AAZ PRACTICE THE LAW OF GOD  WITH THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT THEY CAME
INTO A RENEWED RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, A RELATIONSHIP OF OBEDIENCE TO THE PRECEPTS OF HIS LAV " (T H NEW
INTERNATIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE OLD TESTAMENT- THE BOOKS OF EZRA & NEHEMIAK™ £ CHARLES FENSHAM, PG 738)

G IN THE PAST AND
LVES. WE CANT
D BE DOING NOW
UL TO THE LORD.

AND SO THE STAGE 15 SET FOR THE NF\HON 10 BE COVENANT-KEEPERS.  THEY ARE MINDFUL OF WHAT HAS GONE WRON

WHAT NEEDS TO BE ADHERED TO IN THE FUTURE THESE TWO PIECES ARE [MPORTANT TO BE COVENANT KEEPERS OURSE
FORGET WHERE WE'VE COME FROM - WHM HAS TRIPPED IS UP IN THE PAST - AND WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT WE SHOUL
MSTEADIN OUR CASE, WE HAVE THE TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE TO ADD TO OUR OWN STORY OF HOW TO STAY FAITHF
WE'VE LOOKED A COVENANTS IN THE PAST INLIGHT OF OUR CULTURAL MARRIAGE VOWS  LET'S REMEMBER THEM AGAIN NOW. HERE'S WHAT
THE BRIDE 15 ASKED OF HER GROOM:

WILL YOU L0 L EAIM, COMFORT HIM, HONOR AND KEEP 1M -- FOR BETTER OR WORSE, FOR RICHER OR POORER, IN SICKNESS AND
HEALTH AND FORSAXING ALL OTHE R , BE FAITHFUL ONLY 70 1M SO LONG AS YOU BOTH SHALL LIVE?
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THOSE ARE 600D WORDS TO PLEDGE TO OUR LORD AND SAVIOR.  COVENANT IS SOMETHING THAT TRANSCENDS OUR CIRCUMSTANCES,
SITUATIONS, AND EVEN OUR FEELINGS. HUSBANDS AND WIVES SHOULD SHOW LOVE EVEN WHEN THEY DONT "FEEL LOVE™ . THIS SEEMS ALMOST
CONTROVERSIAL TO SAY BUT WE SEE T HIS MODELED DAILY 8Y PARENT'S LOVE TOWARDS CHILDREN AND WE SEE 1T MOST CLERRLY IN JESUS.

WE KNOW JESUS DID THIS TOWARDS IS - [T CERTAINLY DIDN'T "FEEL 600D" T0 60 T0 THE CROSS - BUT HE DID BECAUSE HIS LOVE FOR 1S
(AND HIS FATHER) TRANSCENDED fIS UR(\JMSTRN(ES, SITURTION. AND FEELINGS

|
|
N
Ft

AND SO WE ARE CALLED TO A COVENANT KIND OF LOVE TOWARDS 60D, ONE THAT PLEDGES TO LOVE AND BE DEVOTED TO HIM, FOR BETTER OF
WORSE, WHETHER OUR LIVES FOR HIM LEAD US T0 BE RICRER OR POORER, WHETHER QUR TEMPORAL LIVES ARE FILLED WITH SICKNESS OR
HERL H, WE FORSAKE ALL OTHERS AND VOW TO BE FAITRFUL TO ONLY HIM AS LONG AS W ELIVE

AND WE REJOICE IN AND ARE FUELED 8Y THE TRUTH THAT THE ONE WHO WE PLEDGE TO WILL NEVER LEAVE OR FORSAKE VS, FOR HIS
COVENANT LOVE ENDURES FOREVER  FOR HE IS "THE GREAT AND MIGHTY AND AWESOME 60D, WHO KEEPS HIS COVENANT OF UNFAILING
OVE  (NEHEMIAH 9:3ZR, NLT) THAT'S SOMETHING TO PRAISE GOD FOR INDEED!
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