
Noon Bible Study: Nehemiah 9 & 10 (Part 2)
Summary:

The nation has just gathered to hear the words of God read and explained by Ezra (Nehemiah 8).  This was a time of joy and 
celebration.  The nation will now meet again to continue in the words and ways of the LORD.  This meeting will be a more 
solemn assembly, accompanied by confession of sin and a recounting of the nation’s rocky relationship with the LORD.  The 
nation’s leaders will take a bold step to help their generation be one who follows the LORD by renewing their covenant with 
the true God

Nehemiah 9:32-38 - The Levites Appeal To God’s Mercy & Plan To Renew Covenant With Him

v. 33-35 - Humility, Confession, Taking Responsibility

The leaders recognize why the nation is in the situation they are currently in (slaves/subjects today rather than 
free).  It is because of their national sin and turning from the LORD.  Yet in this moment they are asking God to be 
merciful to them and turn His attention to their situations.  

With this final prayer, they prepare an official document which they will ratify as a renewal of the covenant with 
God.  God has always worked in Scripture through covenants.  A covenants is an agreement between two or more 
parties to do or not do certain things with (at times) a promised service or blessing in the end.  God promises to be 
their God, protect and provide for them and keep them in (at first it was bring them to) the Promised Land.  The 
people promise to obey his commandments, which serve as the terms of the covenant.  Conversely, if either party 
breaks their end of the covenant, there are consequences.

Q - Why do you think the leaders felt it important to write the agreement down and sign their names?

Nehemiah 10:1-27 - The Names Of The Covenant Making Leaders

This list was a collection of the leaders (v. 1, 14-27), priests (v. 2-8), Levites (v. 9-13)

Nehemiah 10:28-29 - Main Oath & Covenant Promise

The core of their covenant renewal is the original Mosaic covenant.

Nehemiah 10:29 (NLT) - (all of the people) joined their leaders and bound themselves with an oath. They 
swore a curse on themselves if they failed to obey the Law of God as issued by his servant Moses. They 
solemnly promised to carefully follow all the commands, regulations, and decrees of the LORD our Lord.
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“This picks up and fills out the declaration made in 9:38 by the whole company and sealed on their behalf by their 
leaders.  It is made completely clear that everyone, down to the youngest children who could understand shared in 
this oath.  This oath is reinforced by a curse (ex: calling down disaster if they should go back on their word.

The list not only emphasizes this unanimity but portrays the people conscious of its calling to be separated from 
the nations.  It was their reading of the law that inspired and left no room for doubt of this.” (Derek Kinder, 
“Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries: Ezra & Nehemiah”. pg 115)

Nehemiah 10:30-39 - Specific Commands Cited

The summary statements mentioned in this covenant renewal document were a commitment to refrain from 
intermarrying and intermingling with the nations (v. 30), keeping the sabbath (v. 31) and to tithe and support the 
Temple and the temple servants (priests, Levites, etc).  

The commands really highlight the fact that the nation was choosing to be seperate and devoted to Yahweh’s 
commands.  It was through their obedience to His covenant that they would be not separate for the sake of being 
separate, but separate for the sake of displaying His goodness and His righteousness to the nations.  This points 
them back to the purpose for which they had been called - the be His special covenant people, showing His character 
to the world.

Remember what the LORD told Moses as he first rescued the nation from Egypt:

Exodus 19:4-6 - 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings, 
and brought you to Myself.  5 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you 
shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;  6 and you shall be to Me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel." 

“It was an important oath that the Jews had taken.  All in the community who were clean and thus separated from 
the foreigners took on themselves to keep and practice the law of God...With the renewal of the covenant they came 
into a renewed relationship with God, a relationship of obedience to the precepts of his law.” (“The New 
International Commentary On The Old Testament: The Books of Ezra & Nehemiah”, F. Charles Fensham, pg 238)

And so the stage is set for the nation to be covenant-keepers.  They are mindful of what has gone wrong in the past and 
what needs to be adhered to in the future.  These two pieces are important to be covenant keepers ourselves.  We can’t 
forget where we’ve come from - what has tripped us up in the past - and we need to know what we should be doing now 
instead.  In our case, we have the testimony of Scripture to add to our own story of how to stay faithful to the LORD.  

We’ve looked a covenants in the past in light of our cultural marriage vows.  Let’s remember them again now.  Here’s what 
the bride is asked of her groom:

Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him -- for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and 
health and forsaking all others, be faithful only to him so long as you both shall live?
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Those are good words to pledge to our Lord and Savior.  Covenant is something that transcends our circumstances, 
situations, and even our feelings.  Husbands and wives should show love even when they don’t “feel love”.  This seems almost 
controversial to say but we see this modeled daily by parent’s love towards children and we see it most clearly in Jesus. 
 We know Jesus did this towards us - it certainly didn’t “feel good” to go to the cross - but he did because his love for us 
(and His father) transcended his circumstances, situation, and feelings.

And so we are called to a covenant kind of love towards God.  One that pledges to love and be devoted to Him, for better or 
worse, whether our lives for him lead us to be richer or poorer, whether our temporal lives are filled with sickness or 
health.  We forsake all others and vow to be faithful to only Him as long as we live. 

And we rejoice in and are fueled by the truth that the one who we pledge to will never leave or forsake us, for his 
covenant love endures forever.  For He is “the great and mighty and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of unfailing 
love... (Nehemiah 9:32a, NLT).  That’s something to praise God for indeed!
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