
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 9 (Part 1) 
Matthew 9:1-8 - Jesus Heals A Paralytic 
 

A paralytic is someone who is experiencing some sort of physical paralysis. From the story it seems this person was unable to 
walk. 
 
“Which one is easier?” - Presumably the answer is healing a paralytic.  Anyone can say the words “your sins are forgiven”. Jesus 
proves that he has the authority to forgive sins by healing the disabled man. Jesus does the “harder” thing to prove he can do the 
“easier” thing. 
 
Jesus is teaching people about the ministry and authority of the “son of man”.  “Son of man” is a phrase used often in the old 
testament and it primarily means “human being” (lit: ben adam, son of adam. But from an important prophetic vision of Daniel, we 
find a usage of the term “son of man” in a unique way: 

 
Daniel 7:13-14 - "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, 
And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, 
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will 
not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed. 

 
Daniel sees a vision of God (“the ancient of days”) giving dominion, glory and a kingdom to a figure identified as “one like a son 
of man”. All of the nations are going to serve him. This began to be understood as a messianic vision, showing God giving the 
kingdom authority to the Messiah. During the time of Jesus’ ministry, the phrase had developed into another way to refer to the 
Messiah, rooted in the Daniel 7 prophecy. The Jewish people were waiting for the one who God had called to serve in this role.  Look 
at this interaction between Jesus and the high priest during his trial: 

 
Mark 14:60-64 - The high priest stood up and came forward and questioned Jesus, saying, "Do You not answer? What is it that 
these men are testifying against You?" 61 But He kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest was questioning Him, 
and saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62 And Jesus said, "I am; and you shall see THE SON OF 
MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN." 63 Tearing his clothes, the high priest said, 
"What further need do we have of witnesses? 64 "You have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?" And they all 
condemned Him to be deserving of death. 

 
This is an important moment.  Because we see the beginnings of what will color Jesus’ ministry moving forward. Individuals healed 
and ministered to, crowds wowed, and critics offended (v. 3). A widening divide will take place between the religious leaders and 
those in power and the common folk longing for hope and justice.  

 
Matthew 9:9 - Matthew Called To Be A Disciple 
 

At this point the reputation of Jesus is certainly spreading in the Galilean area. He has been teaching and healing and many 
people have been impacted by his ministry. That is the background for the somewhat sudden response of Matthew to Jesus’ invitation 
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to “follow me.”  That is to say, this isn’t just some random encounter by two perfect strangers - Matthew very likely would have 
known with whom he was speaking. The chance to follow this authoritative and powerful Rabbi was greater than the somewhat 
controversial yet powerful position of tax collector. 

 
ESV Study Bible On Matthew: “When Jesus called him, Matthew was sitting in the tax collector's booth (9:9), collecting taxes 
for Herod Antipas, and this may have been along a commercial trading route about 4 miles (6.4 km) from Capernaum. However, 
since the narrative surrounding Matthew's call is set in Capernaum (9:1, 7, 10; cf. 4:13), the tax booth may have been on the 
Sea of Galilee at Capernaum, since Herod also taxed fishermen. At his calling in the first Gospel he is referred to as 
"Matthew" (9:9), while Mark's and Luke's Gospels describe him as "Levi the son of Alphaeus" (Mark 2:14) and "Levi" (Luke 5:27). 
The reason for the variation in names has elicited much discussion, but most scholars believe that the tax collector had two 
names, Matthew Levi, which he either possessed from birth or took on following his conversion. His occupation as a tax 
collector implies that he had training in scribal techniques and was thus able to write, while his identity as a Galilean 
Jewish Christian suggests his ability to interpret the words and actions of Jesus in light of OT messianic expectations.” 

 
Matthew 9:10-13 - Dinner At Matthew’s House 
 
Q - What are your thoughts on this dinner party? 
 

Luke’s gospel tells us that this dinner occurred at Matthew’s house and that it was a “big reception”. (Luke 5:27-32).  And so it 
is likely at Matthew the tax collectors house that we have our next run in with the religious leaders. They are troubled that 
Jesus, a presumed holy man, would be eating with tax collectors and “sinners”. Their expectation of holy people, and ultimately 
the Messiah himself did not fit with Jesus’ actions and words. 

 
And then he quotes Hosea 6:6 to those who presumably knew the Scriptures better than anyone, challenging them to “go and learn 
what this means…” 
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