
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 8 (Part 1) 
Matthew 5-7 records Jesus’ foundational primer on discipleship - it outlines the way of Jesus.  Yet, Jesus is not a good teacher and 
rabbi alone - and Matthew’s gospel quickly transitions to the other side of Jesus’ Messianic ministry - miraculous and powerful 
works.  And even in his miracles, we see the heart and love of Christ on display. 
 
Matthew 8:1-4 - Leper Healed 
 
What is leprosy?  Leprosy in the Bible is a summary statement of a variety of contagious skin diseases. The Mosaic Law had extensive 
instructions on how to handle such diseases to mitigate the spread of infections in the close-knit community.  As a result, lepers were 
removed from the community until the leprosy was gone, at which time confirmation of the lack of leprosy was to be confirmed by the 
priests. 
 
 v. 3 - Jesus touched him 
 
 v. 4 - “Tell No One…” 
 v. 4 - go to the priest and present the offering 
 
 Leviticus 13:1-46 - Concerning Leprosy 
 
  v. 45-46 - Lepers were separated from society 
 
 Leviticus 14:1-32 - Offerings For Leprosy 
 
There are a number of reasons why Jesus may have insisted upon those he healed not telling anyone. First, he could be concerned that 
his following grows only as a result of healings and miracles, and not by those who are committed to following his 
teachings.  Secondly, he is mindful of the social, political and religious climate that exists and any premature rumblings of the 
appearance of a potential Jewish Messiah would get the attention of both Jerusalem and Rome.  Jesus will eventually make his way 
there, but he will begin his ministry in power and yet ask for privacy. 
 
Yet, for lepers, blind and lame who are healed, it would have been very difficult to stay quiet. 
 
Matthew 8:5-13 - Centurion’s Servant Healed 
 
Here we have a contrast in the healing - Jesus touched the leper and now only speaks a word and the Centurion's servant is 
healed.  We will see a diversity of methods in Jesus’ healings and miracles which teaches us that healing (even today) is not formulaic 
but dependent on Jesus. 
 
The first person healed in this chapter was a leper, ostracized from the Jewish community.  And now the second is the servant of a 
Roman Centurion.  While the servant may have been Jewish - but the centurion certainly wasn’t.  
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Matthew 8:14-17 - Peter’s Mother In Law Healed, Many Other Too 
 
And the final section we will look at involves a good Jewish mother in law being healed and the large numbers that came after that. 
Jesus cares about one person and he cares about the masses. 
 
A leper.  A Roman’s officer's servant.  A disciples’ mother, sick at home.  And many who were afflicted by demons and sickness → Jesus 
cares! 
 
And in this, he is fulfilling the Messianic calling prophesied about generations before in Isaiah 53.  The Messiah is not just a 
conquering military hero, but a servant who cares.  
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