
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 5 (Part 5) 
Reminder: This section of the sermon on the mount includes a number of instances where Jesus is giving his interpretation of the 
Mosaic Law as well as addressing instances where tradition had replaced God’s truth. Jesus is also getting to the heart of the 
matter rather than the external behavior alone. Disclaimer: In this study we will begin to understand some foundational truths 
as it relates to the topic of marriage, divorce and remarriage (it isn’t an exhaustive study covering every angle or instance) 
 
Matthew 5:31 - It was said… 
 

Genesis 2:20-25 - First Biblical Record On Marriage 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-5 - Mosaic Law Teaching on Divorce (where Jesus is quoting) 
 
Matthew 19:1-9 - Window Into The Mindset Of Jesus’ Day 
 
 There were a number of different understandings of “indecency” (Deut. 24:1) 

 
ESV Study Bible: “There was a significant debate between Pharisaical parties on the correct interpretation of Moses' divorce 
regulations (Deut. 24:1), as noted in this excerpt from the Mishnah, Gittin 9.10: "The school of Shammai says: A man may not 
divorce his wife unless he has found unchastity in her. . . . And the school of Hillel says: [He may divorce her] even if she 
spoiled a dish for him. . . . Rabbi Akiba says, [he may divorce her] even if he found another fairer than she"... 

 
Matthew 5:32 - “but I say to you…” 
 

Jesus is not in favor of “easy divorce”. (In fact, even the USA did not have “no fault divorce” until 1969). 
 
The permitted reason for divorce according to Jesus: “unchastity”.  The English word “chaste” is defined as “innocent of 
unlawful sexual intercourse” (Merriam Webster).  This is the Greek word “πορνεία (porneia) and it is often translated 
“sexual immorality” (ESV, CSB, NIV, NRSV) or “fornication” (KJV).  Here are some examples of some other uses of this word: 

  
John 8:41 "You are doing the deeds of your father." They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God." 

 
Acts 15:19-20 - "Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, 
20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is 
strangled and from blood. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:1 - It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not 
exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:16-18 - Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, 
"THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." 17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee immorality. Every 
other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 
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Galatians 5:19 - Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,... 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 - For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 
that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles 
who do not know God; 

 
Sex is a beautiful thing created and commanded by God within the context of biblical marriage covenant.  Sexual immorality 
then is is any inappropriate sexual practice which would include sexual relations between unmarried people of the opposite sex 
or same sex as well as sexual relations of someone who is married with someone (of either sex) other than their spouse. 
 
If a married person commits “unchastity” (sexual immorality), they are breaking the marriage covenant and committing a sin 
which Jesus then permits the marriage to end.  That doesn’t mean it must, for there are many examples of forgiveness and 
reconciliation in such difficult moments. But if you marry someone who has been divorced for a reason other than sexual 
immorality, adultery is being committed. 
 
ESV Study Bible: “Except on the ground of sexual immorality. This implies that when a divorce is obtained (by the injured party) 
because of the sexual immorality of one's spouse, then such a divorce is not morally wrong. But when a man divorces his wife 
wrongly (i.e., when his wife has not been sexually immoral), the husband thus makes her commit adultery.” 
 
Takeaways: A few things to remember as we consider these things and digest this passage.  This is important to remember these 
things because if we lead with “well what about X, Y and Z”, we miss the foundational truth that is being taught here. 
 
Regarding Marriage: 
 - Marriage is a serious commitment   
 - Marriage is intended to be for life 

- Marriage is an institution that is not uniquely Christian or Jewish, but human and as such, God honors and recognizes a 
married couple upon “consummation”. 

 
Regarding Divorce & Remarriage: 
 - If a marriage ends because of sexual immorality, remarriage is possible. 

- If a marriage ends for a reason other than sexual immorality, remarriage is not necessarily a possibility and the parties 
should seriously seek the LORD on their qualification to remarry. 

 - There may be reasons to separate from a spouse other than sexual immorality. 
 - There may be reasons divorce occurs other than sexual immorality. 
 - There are some instances where remarriage may be permissible even in instances where sexual immorality was not present. 

- One’s current situation should not necessarily be changed if coming to this info after marriage, divorce or remarriage. 
- Divorce or unbiblical remarriage is not an unforgivable sin but it is not something to approach without the Biblical 
teaching in mind. 

 
Just as Jesus was addressing the issue of easy divorce and the trivialization of the marriage covenant in his day, we too must 
recognize that the decision to get married should be taken seriously, as should the decision to divorce - and, relating to a topic 
that is not often considered, remarriage must also not be casually approached. 
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