
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 3 & 4 
Matthew 3:13-17 - Jesus’ Baptism 
 

Jesus is baptized by John not because he needed to repent of his sins but to serve as a transitory moment in their overlapping 
ministries, to signal the start of Jesus’ own ministry and to provide an example for Jesus’ own followers.  Jesus’ baptism 
initiates the overlap/transition of John’s ministry to Jesus’. 
 
It is also a significant moment in that God pronounces his favor and love for Jesus in this moment, alluding to Isaiah 42:1: 
 

Isaiah 42:1 - "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 
The LORD had not spoken directly in 400 years and now speaks once again to spotlight his Son Jesus - who will speak and 
embody the word of the God (Hebrews 1:1-2, John 1:14). 
 
Note that God’s loving declaration over his son is because of his love for and grace towards him and not tied to some great 
miracle or teaching moment from Jesus.  This pronouncement is declaring and affirming the core of who Jesus is - the beloved 
son of God - a critical reminder for Jesus (and us) in light of the very next account. 

 
Matthew 4:1-11 - Jesus Tempted By The Devil 
 

Jesus’ first extensive recorded experience is his temptation in the wilderness.  He is “led by the spirit” into the wilderness 
after 40 days of fasting he is tempted by the devil.  The phase “40 days and 40 nights” is a Hebrew idiom meaning 40 days and 
is often associated with testing or trials.  Here are some examples: 

 
- During the great flood, it rained for “40 days/nights” (Genesis 7). 
- Moses met with God on the mountain for the commandments for “40 days/nights” (Exodus 24:18) 
- Goliath taunted the armies of Israel “morning and evening for 40 days” (1 Samuel 17:16) 
- Elijah fled from Jezebel & encountered the LORD on Mt. Horeb after “40 days/nights” (1 Kings 19) 

 
 Temptation 1: “if you are the son of God, command these stone to become bread” (4:3) 
 
 Jesus’ Response: “It is written” and quote of Deuteronomy 8:3: 
 

Deuteronomy 8:2-3 - "You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty 
years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments 
or not. 3 "He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers 
know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that 
proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. 
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Temptation 2: “if you are the son of God, throw yourself down (from the pinnacle of the temple)...for it is written, (the LORD) 
will command his angels (to protect you).” (4:5-6, quoting Psalm 91:1-2) 

 
Jesus’ Response: “It is written” and quote of Deuteronomy 6:16: 

 
Deuteronomy 6:16 - "You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah. 

 
Temptation 3: (after showing all of the glories of the kingdoms of this world) “all these things I will give you, if you fall 
down and worship me.” (v. 8-9) 

 
Jesus’ Response: “It is written” and quote of Deuteronomy 6:13 and 10:20: 

 
Deuteronomy 6:13 - "You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name.  

 
Deuteronomy 10:20 - "You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you shall swear by His 
name.  

 
Q - Why do you think the devil chose these specific temptations? What might he have been trying to accomplish? 
 
Q - Is it significant that this temptation came after Jesus’ baptism or fasting?  If so, what are your thoughts? 
 
Q - What are some of the lessons we can learn from this record for our own discipleship to Jesus? 
 
We see a contrast to Adam in this record.  Adam was created and made alive by God’s own breath.  He was beloved by God and as 
his firstborn heir, given rulership over the creation.  But we know the Genesis story and Adam eventually chooses the offer of the 
serpent rather than remaining loyal to his God and Father.  Jesus replays this scene with a much different outcome, choosing 
fidelity to the Father who loved him over the temptation of the devil or the apparent shortcut to glory. 
 
And Jesus replays the story of Israel as well.  When God’s beloved sons were freed from Egypt, they too were tested in the 
wilderness and failed - choosing to ignore both God’s provision and more importantly God’s commands.  As a result they will 
wander in the wilderness for 40 years.  In contrast, Jesus endures his wilderness trail and after 40 days overcomes his trial, 
quoting from the same words Israel heard in Deuteronomy. 
 
He’s the better Adam and the better Israel. 
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