
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 2 
Key People & Places From Matthew 2 
 

Magi/Wise Men - “In earlier times, magi/wise men (Gk. magoi, plural of magos) referred to priests and experts in mysteries in 
Persia and Babylon (cf. Septuagint of Dan. 1:20; 2:2, 10, 27; etc.), but by this time it applied to a wide range of people 
whose practices included astrology, dream interpretation, study of sacred writings, the pursuit of wisdom, and magic. (ESV 
Study Bible)”.  Some think these magi may have been from a group originally trained by Daniel. 

 
Herod the king - (also commonly Herod I or Herod the Great) ruled Israel and Judah 37-4 b.c. He was an Idumean, appointed 
king of the Jews under the authority of Rome. He ruled firmly and at times ruthlessly, murdering his own wife, several sons, 
and other relatives. He was a master builder who restored the temple in Jerusalem and built many theaters, cities, palaces, 
and fortresses. Herod's building programs included his palace at Jericho, the fortresses of Herodium, Machaerus, Sebaste, and 
Masada, the harbor and city of Caesarea Maritima…and especially the Jerusalem temple (cf. John 2:14). (ESV Study Bible) 

 
Bethlehem - aka “the city of david” was the home of King David and became condiered the expected birthplace of the Messiah. 

 
Matthew 2:1-6 - Jesus Is Born, Magi Arrive In Jerusalem 
 
 There was some expectation related to a “star” from Balaam’s prophecy in Numbers: 
 

Numbers 24:17 - "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall 
rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth. 

 
Scholars differ on what the “star” actually was. The most common suggestions are planetary alignment, a comet-like 
phenomenon or an angelic guide. 

 
v. 6 - quote from Micah 5:2 

 
 Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem models him after King David 
 
Q - Why do you think Herod is troubled? 
 
Matthew 2:7-12 - Herod Meets With The Magi 
 
 There are 4 dreams in this chapter (2:12, 13, 19 & 22). 
 

v. 11 - Three symbolic gifts: gold (king), frankincense (priest) and myrrh (death). The fact that there were three gifts is 
what influences the belief that there were only 3 wise men. 
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Matthew 2:13-15 - Joseph Warned In Dream To Leave For Egypt 
 
 v. 15 - quote from Hosea 11:1 
 

Jesus’ early life in Egypt models him after Israel 
 
Matthew 2:16-18 - The Slaughter Of The Innocents 
 
 v. 18 - quote from Jeremiah 31:15 
 

Rachel was Jacob’s second (and favorite) wife and the mother of Joseph.  She was also buried near Bethlehem (Genesis 35:19-
20).  Jeremiah 31:15 speaks of the time of exile and “personifies the mothers of Israel (cp. Rachel) mourning for their children 
who had been removed from the land and carried off into exile, leaving Israel no longer a nation and considered dead.” (ESV 
Study Bible) Those exiled would have walked past Rachel’s grave on their way out of the land. “Like the exile, the attempt 
on Jesus' life was intended to wipe out the chosen one of God.” (ibid) 

 
“Sometimes people have wondered if Herod could have been so bestial as to destroy all the boys under the age of two in 
Bethelem. Usually, such people have been unaware of Roman history ,for Herod could be a monster…He Slaughtered the last 
remnants of the Hasmonean dynasty of Jewish High Priestly-Kings who had ruled before him. He executed more than half the 
Sanhedrin. He killed 300 Court officers out of hand. He executed his own Hasmonean wife (Mariamne), her mother (Alexandra) 
and his sons (Aristobulus, Alexander and Antipater). Finally, as he lay dying, he arranged for all the notable men of 
Jerusalem to be assembled in the Hippodrome and killed as soon as his own death was announced.” (Michael Green, The Message 
of Matthew, page 71) 

 
Matthew 2:19-23 - Joseph, Mary & Jesus Leave Egypt, Return To Nazareth: “Jesus of Nazareth” 
 

Nazareth - in the lower Galilean hills halfway between the Mediterranean Sea and the Sea of Galilee, was a relatively 
small village (population estimates vary from 200 to 1,600). Luke 1:26-27 and 2:39 indicate that Joseph and Mary had 
earlier come from Nazareth. (ESV Study Bible) 
 
“He shall be called a Nazarene”. Matthew is not quoting any specific OT prophecy but is referring to a general theme in the 
OT prophets. Thus Matthew is saying that the OT prophets foretold that the Messiah would be despised (see Ps. 22:6; Isa. 49:7; 
53:3; cf. Dan. 9:26), comparable to the way in which the town of Nazareth was despised in the time of Jesus (cf. John 1:46; 
7:41, 52).  
 
Matthew may also have intended a wordplay connecting the word "Nazareth" to the OT messianic prophecy in Isa. 11:1, since 
"Nazareth" sounds like the word for "branch" in Hebrew, which was a designation for the Messiah.  
 
"Nazarene" has no evident connection with the OT "Nazirite" vow (Num. 6:2; Judg. 13:5), which is spelled differently, has no 
messianic significance, and has no connection with the town of Nazareth.” (ESV Study Bible) 
 
Matthew 2: Egypt  Exile  Branch 
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