
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 11 (Part 1) 
- What does “Messiah” mean? - What does “The Messiah” mean?  - What is the Messianic expectation from the Old Testament? 
 
John’s Ministry & Message: Matthew 3:4-15 
 

John 1:19-29, 35-36 - This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 
20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 21 They asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I 
am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 22 Then they said to him, "Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those 
who sent us? What do you say about yourself?"23 He said, "I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE 
LORD,' as Isaiah the prophet said."…24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you 
baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 John answered them saying, "I baptize in water, but among you 
stands One whom you do not know. 27 "It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 28 These things 
took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world…35 Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus 
as He walked, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 

 
Q - How would you summarize John’s ministry & message? 
 
Matthew 11:1-6 
 
 v. 2 - John imprisoned 
 

Matthew 4:12 - Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 
Matthew 14:3-5 - For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of his brother 
Philip. 4 For John had been saying to him, "It is not lawful for you to have her." 5 Although Herod wanted to put him to death, he 
feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet. 

 
v. 3 - John’s question: “Are You The Expected One, or shall we look for someone else…” 

 
Q - Why would John ask that question? 
 
Matthew 11:4-6 - Jesus’ Answer 
 
Q - How does Jesus answer that question and why do you think he answers this way? 
 

v. 4-5 - Go and report back what you hear and see: Jesus had already done these things, but he highlights specific which were 
prophesied in the Old Testament. While not every element of Jesus’ ministry is specifically spoken of in the Old Testament, there was an 
expectation that with the coming of the Messiah, there would be healing and restoration for God’s people. 

 
Healing & Miracles: Isaiah 35:1-6 
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Isaiah 29:17-20 (NLT) - Soon-- and it will not be very long-- the forests of Lebanon will become a fertile field, and the fertile field will 
yield bountiful crops. 18 In that day the deaf will hear words read from a book, and the blind will see through the gloom and darkness. 19 
The humble will be filled with fresh joy from the LORD. The poor will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 20 The scoffer will be gone, the 
arrogant will disappear, and those who plot evil will be killed. 

 
These significant Healings were associated with the Messianic Age.  Jesus is performing these miracles (signs) - something is happening! 
 
Concern & Care For The Poor And Needy: Isaiah 61:1-7 
 
Jesus’ ministry is the beginning of the “year of the LORD’s favor”. Over time, the prophecies of the age to come got funneled into the 
appearance of the MEssiah as the time these things would occur.  Resurrection happens in the age to come, the defeat of Israel’s enemies 
happens in the age to come, etc → and so when the messiah comes, these things come with him. Here’s what is likely a poor analogy to 
help: If a candidate for mayor runs on a platform of making potholes illegal to exist for more than 24 hours - if/when that mayor gets 
elected, the potholes will begin to disappear. 
 
To illustrate this, we can read one of the fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls which speaks to the thinking of the Jewish world a century 
before Jesus. (this was written approximately 100-50 BC): 
 

“The heavens and the earth will listen to His Messiah, and none therein will stray from the commandments of the holy ones. Seekers of 
the Lord, strengthen yourselves in His service! All you hopeful in (your) heart, will you not find the Lord in this? For the Lord will 
consider the pious and call the righteous by name. Over the poor His spirit will hover and will renew the faithful with His power. And 
he will glorify the pious on the throne of the eternal kingdom. He who liberates the captives. restores sight to the blind, straightens 
the bent, and forever I will cleave to the hopeful and in His mercy…and the fruit…will not be delayed for anyone. And the Lord 
will accomplish glorious things which have never been as…For He will heal the wounded, and revive the dead and bring good news to 
the poor…He will lead the uprooted and make the hungry rich…” (A Messianic Apocalypse, 4Q521, Geza Vermes, The Complete Dead Sea 
Scrolls in English, pages 412-413) 

 
Jesus’ answer is essentially, “be patient, the story isn’t over yet.”  He highlights some of the Messianic fulfillment of his ministry to give 
hope to the imprisoned John that  
 
Q - Why does Jesus end his answer with “blessed are those who do not take offense at me?” 
 
Matthew 11:7-15 - Jesus’ Comments On Significance of John 
 
Though we only have a few recorded instances of his life and ministry, John was a very significant figure in redemptive history.  Jesus 
acknowledges that people were not drawn to John because of his appearance or charm but because he was a prophet that God was 
powerfully working through. He was serving a specific prophetic purpose prophesied in Malachi 3 & 4, the final book and chapters of the OT: 
 

Malachi 3:1 - Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly 
come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the LORD of hosts. 

 
Malachi 4:5-6 - "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 6 "He will 
restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the 
land with a curse." 

 
We will dive into what this means next time we get together. 
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