
Noon Bible Study: Matthew - Intro 
What is a “gospel”? 
 

There are a few types of literature in the New Testament.  There are 21 letters (epistles) which serve as the bulk of the 
second half of the Greek Scriptures and of course they conclude with prophecy in the book of Revelation. The New Testament 
opens with 4 books called Gospels which could be described as historical biographies of Jesus. Gospels are narrative (or 
stories) and discourse (dialogue or teaching).  

 
There are 4 gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the “synoptic gospels” because 
they follow a similar pattern of telling the story and life of Jesus and include many of the same stories.  Synoptic means 
“seen together” or “see the same”.  John’s gospel is not “synoptic” because it is written very differently and includes 
stories and teachings exclusive to his work. 

 
What is unique about Matthew’s gospel? 
 

One of the things that is unique about Matthew’s gospel is the fact that Matthew wrote it. Matthew and John were the only 
apostles who we have gospel writings from. (Mark and Luke were later disciples of Jesus but not part of the original 12). Why 
is this significant? Matthew was there for much of what he will record and provides eyewitness credibility to his writing. 

 
Who Was Matthew? 
 

Matthew 9:9-13 - Matthew, A Tax Collector, Becomes A Disciple 
 
 This likely occurred in the city of Capernaum (v. 1) 

 
 Mark 2:1-2, 13-17 - Similar Account, Tax Collector Called “Levi Son Of Alphaeus” 
 
 Luke 5:27-32 - Dinner Took Place In Levi’s House 
 

Matthew & Levi are the same person - a former tax collector called by Jesus to become a disciple. It could be Matthew 
was his Greek name and Levi was his Jewish name or that Jesus gave him a new name like he did Simon/Peter. 

 
Tax Collectors were considered traitors to the Jewish people because they worked for the Roman government to collect taxes 
from Jewish citizens, their own people.  If that weren’t enough of an offense, tax collectors were known to make their living 
by collecting more than just what was required by Rome.  Many tax collectors were rich. (consider that Matthew has a home 
and is able to give a”big reception” for Jesus (Luke 5:29). 

 
Q - Why do you think Matthew just got up and left? 
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Matthew 10:1-4 - Matthew Is One Of The Twelve Apostles (Similar lists in Mark 3 and Luke 6) 
 

Matthew is a part of the inner circle of Jesus.  Think about what this says about Jesus’ love for all people and how he 
redeems our past.  When he is listed with the other apostles in Matthew 10, he is called “Matthew The Tax Collector”! Even 
more amazing is how this stands out in light of other disciples. 

 
If Tax Collectors were considered Roman sympathizers who rather than wanting to end Rome’s occupation of Israel joined 
forces with them - the anti-tax collector would have been a Zealot - a zealous Jewish political group that was committed 
to overthrowing the Roman government - by any means necessary.  Tax Collectors took the people’s money for Rome and 
Zealots wanted to stir up the people to violently rebel against Rome. 

 
And who is sitting at dinner each night with Jesus and walking two by two through the dusty roads of Galilee?  Matthew the 
tax collector and Simon the Zealot.  Their calling as disciples of Jesus not only trumped their previous identities, it 
transformed them - and united former enemies as brothers. 

 
Acts 1:9-14 - Matthew With Other Apostles After Ascension (and beyond) 
 

There is nothing else recorded in Scripture about Matthew. He never speaks in the gospels or Acts but his glorious gospel work 
speaks plenty. And he has remained with the 12 after the death, resurrection and ascension! And his former job as tax 
collector may have prepared him for this work. 

 
“His occupation as a tax collector implies that he had training in scribal techniques and was thus able to write, while 
his identity as a Galilean Jewish Christian suggests his ability to interpret the words and actions of Jesus in light of OT 
messianic expectations.(Introduction to Matthew, ESV Study Bible).” 

 
Features Of Matthew’s Gospel 
 

Matthew will move back and forth between stories about Jesus and things Jesus said.  There are 5 lengthy discourse sections 
 

 1 - Discipleship 101: Sermon On The Mount (5-7) 
 2 - Discipleship Mission: Sending Disciples To Preach (10) 
 3 - Discipleship Lessons: Parables (13) 
 4 - Discipleship Teaching: General Teaching On Being His Follower (18-20) 
 5 - Discipleship For The Future: The End Of The Age (24-25) 

  
 We can see where these sections break by Matthew repeating the phrase: “when Jesus had finish these words…” 
 

(end of the sermon on the mount)  
Matthew 7:28 - When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 
 
(after preparing disciples for missionary work)  
Matthew 11:1 - When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and 
preach in their cities. 
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(after parables)  
Matthew 13:53 -When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there. 
 
(in the middle of three chapters of his teaching) 
 Matthew 19:1  When Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee and came into the region of Judea beyond 
the Jordan; 
 
(after teaching them about the end of the age)  
Matthew 26:1  When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, 

 
Matthew 1:1 
 

The first verse of Matthew’s gospel gives us a preview of Matthew’s purpose and objective for writing. He will report stories 
from the life of Jesus as well as record a large collection of Jesus’ teaching.  Through these stories and commands, Matthew 
is showing that Jesus is the Messiah - the promised descendant of Abraham and David, the fathers of two of the great 
covenants of Scripture. 

 
Scholars have suggested that because of how focused Matthew is on connecting the life and ministry of Jesus with the 
expectations and promises of the Hebrew Scriptures (aka the Old Testament), it’s possible that his initial audience was 
primarily Jewish.  (A quick flip through Matthew in the NASB showed an Old Testament quote on nearly every page). 

 
But his gospel is not just for the Jewish people, it is for all people because the central theme and figure of his work is Jesus 
the Messiah, the son of Abraham and David who Almighty God has sent to be the savior of the world.  And the gospel of 
Matthew, though it did not give every detail of every second of Jesus’ life and ministry, gives as a beautiful and inspired 
telling of the life and ministry of Jesus which speaks today as powerfully as when it was first written.  

 
May we have ears to hear, eyes to see and hearts to understand. 
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