
Noon Bible Study: James 4 (pt 2)
We’ve been challenged in James 4.  And this sobering conversation between James and the early church and the current 
church continues as the chapter concludes.  In many ways this section asks “who do we think we are” - to speak evil 
against another Christian, to make plans without realizing our lives are not our own, and to think we can stay holy just 
by not doing evil and yet leaving good and right things undone.  How appropriate that this section follows the call to 
“humble ourselves in the presence of the LORD (James 4:10).”

James 4:11-17

James 4:11-12

Speaking against a brother or judging a brother → speaking against and judges the law (which says don’t speak 
against of judge your brother).  If you “judge” the law, you’re not a doer of the law, you’re a judge of it.  And if 
you put yourself in the place of judge, you’re making yourself out to be God because God is the only one who can 
judge someone.  So James concludes verse 12 essentially saying “who do you think you are?”

Q - What does it sound like to speak against someone?

Q - What does it sound like to judge someone?

Q - What excuses do we make to justify our “speaking against” and “judging?”

It is far too easy for us to criticize each other.  We’ve got to do better.  Remember, how we speak is a reflection of 
our heart.  So no matter how much we say we “love people”, how we speak to and about them is the real test.  This 
was a critical principle for the first century church and her survival to the later generations.  Why does the devil 
need to attack if the church was content attacking itself?  

Ephesians 4:29 (NIV) - Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

1 John 4:20-21 - If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have 
from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.

It is true that there are situations of concern in the lives of our Christian family.  Scripture speaks often of these 
situations, but also how to handle them.  However, none of those guiding principles include speaking against, 
talking down to or criticizing someone else.   If you have a concern or comment to make about a brother or sister - 
speak it to God first and foremost in prayer.
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Galatians 5:13-15 (NLT) - For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don't 
use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. 14 
For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 15 But if you 
are always biting and devouring one another, watch out! Beware of destroying one another.

James 4:13-16 - Plans

It is wise for us to make plans.  It is wise for us to save money.  It is wise for us to map out things in our lives. 
 But we must remain sober-minded in light of the brevity of time/life.  In fact, our plans/decisions/saving must be 
made in light of this.

James is addressing a few things.  1st he is reminding us that our lives are a vapor.  Any great plan we might have 
for a tomorrow that is not promised is in vain if we don’t awake tomorrow.  Too many people are living in light of 
retirement and not in light of eternity.  Too many people live in light of getting that raise, getting that job, 
getting that car.  Too many are living in light of relationships (when I get married, when I have kids) and not in 
light of the LORD.  Secondly, it’s good for us to realize he is not advocating a reckless life or no plan.  We would 
be fools to overreact and say “well I’m not promised tomorrow, so what’s the point of making a plan?!”.  Don’t do 
that.  Lastly, he is encouraging us to make plans, but make them in light of the LORD.  Even the phrase “if the Lord 
wills…” is a helpful acknowledgement of God’s rule now and forever.

Luke 12:15-21 - Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not 
even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions." 16 And He told them a parable, 
saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive. 17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What 
shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?' 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 'And I will say 
to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be 
merry."' 20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will 
own what you have prepared?' 21 "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God."

Q - How Do We Boast?  What does our boasting about our lives sound like?

Let’s make our plans with God and for God.  Don’t set your course in life by your desires and dreams, set it by God’s 
word, God’s heart, God’s purposes and for God’s glory.  In the end, that will be life well lived.

James 4:17 - The Sin Of “Omission”

We often think of sin as something we “commit” - something we do that is disobedient to God, something we do that 
is unholy, something we do that is evil.  But sin is also the things we should do that we don’t.  If we think about a 
young child’s relationship with their parent, a parent certainly doesn’t want the child to yell curses at their 
parent, break dishes or kick the cat.  But a parent also will not be happy if they ask the child to clean their room 
and the child does not.  You see righteousness isn’t just not doing bad things, it’s also doing the right thing.
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I wonder which side of this equation most Christians find themselves.  Do they sin by doing evil or do they sin by not 
doing what they should?

We know looking at sexual images is wrong.  But so is not showing kindness to our wives.
We know that outbursts of anger are wrong.  But it is also wrong to withhold love.
We know that being greedy is wrong.  But it is also wrong to not be generous.
We know having bitterness is wrong.  But it is also wrong to not extend forgiveness.

The way of Jesus is not simply the avoidance of bad things, it’s the practice of right things.  To only overcome sin 
and not live a new life, we are off track.

“It is not only what people do that matters; the good that they fail to do is equally important to God.” 
(ESV Study Bible, James 4:17)

1 John 3:10-11 - By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message 
which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;

What a call James gives in these verses!  This is a call to right living - free from evil speaking and hurting the body of 
Christ, filled with God-centered plans which bring him glory, and devoted to avoiding evil and practicing godliness.  And 
with God’s help and grace, we will live these lives!  Lord, hear this prayer:

Psalm 19:13-14 (NIV) - Keep your servant(s) from deliberate sins! Don't let them control (us) Then (we) will be free 
of guilt and innocent of great sin. 14 May the words of (our) mouth(s) and the meditation(s) of (our) heart(s) be 
pleasing to you, O LORD, (our) rock and (our) redeemer.
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