
Noon Bible Study: James 2 (Pt. 1)
Last week we discovered how James began his writing to the early Christians with a call for a new way of living.  If we are 
the followers of the king of the age to come, we ought not look like the people of this age.  This will be shown in the way 
we deal with temptations, how we listen and speak, and how we truly show devotion to our “religious faith”.  James left us 
with an interesting contrast between caring for those in need and keeping ourselves morally pure.  As we turn to James’ 
second chapter he will continue on the important theme of how we, as Jesus followers should care for others.

James 2:1-13

James 2:1 - Summary Statement Of vs. 1-13

ESV Study Bible: “There is no place for prejudice in the life of faith. "Partiality" combines a group of terms 
signifying "to accept/judge according to face" and refers to favoritism shown on the basis of status in society. 
Jesus, according to James, is the exalted and glorious Lord and Christ, and is always to be thought of as such.”

James 2:2-4 - Example Of Personal Favoritism

v. 4 - How does the example that James uses in the text illustrate n someone making “distinctions”?  How does it 
illustrate being a “judge” (with evil motives!)

Key terms: gold ring, fine clothes, dirty clothes, poor, special attention.

These are “key terms” because they highlight what the Christian is doing - looking at the outward appearance and 
those thing which give “value” in the world’s eyes. 

What are some of the ways that the modern church might be challenged with “Personal Favoritism?

 Wealth/appearance of wealth
 Age
 Race, Ethnicity
 Gender
 Handicap/Disability
 Physical Appearance
 Marital Status
 Various Sins
 Political Opinions
 Biological Family
 People Of Influence
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Q - Why do we have to be on guard against this?  What is the root reason why we might be tempted to act like this?

James 2:5-7 - Upside Down Kingdom

As we discussed in James 1:9-11, Scripture doesn’t teach that God makes salvation decisions based on people’s bank 
accounts.  You can be a wretched poor person or a holy, generous and loving rich person and vice versa.  However 
before we just brush off the conversation about the poor because it seems strange in our American context, let’s 
consider what James is saying.

God has always had a special place in his heart for those who are helpless.  Those who are victims, those who are 
exploited, those who are defenseless.  We know that a mark of true religion is to care for orphans and widows in 
their distress (James 1:27).  These two groups represent a larger group people - those who don’t have what they 
need, or even who they need to care for them.  God cares about these individuals.

Here’s the thing, there are poor people in our world beyond just the guy holding up the sign asking for money.  There 
are single moms working two jobs to provide for three kids, not because she got pregnant because she slept around, 
but because dad was killed in crossfire in their gang infested neighborhood.  There are men who served as soldiers in 
foreign lands who are working at Walmart because they went from High School to the Army and never got a chance 
to get a more marketable skill than just working hard.  There are college students who are working in restaurants 
getting jipped by bad tippers and studying to be nurses between shifts, renting rooms, not apartments, rooms, in 
rough parts of the city.  There are immigrants who went through the immigration process, learning to live in a new 
place with new languages, struggling to work and live because they are sending money back home to families in 
war-torn countries all the while being mocked in the media and by their real “American” neighbors.

We live in a world that favors those with money, that favors those who have connections, those who know somebody. 
 Sure, there are instances of feel good stories of someone who rose to the top by their hard work and effort - but 
there are many other stories untold about those who didn’t.  

James is not advocating the role of the church to be the place that “bails out” everyone in need.  But James is 
advocating that the church be the place where, or better yet the people who love everyone and never shows the 
“favoritism” that the world shows.

In James’ first century context, it was the “rich” who were oppressing the new religious sect (followers of Jesus) 
and mocking their claims of Jesus as Lord.  It was the poor who appreciated the value of the kingdom invitation. The 
“rich” did not see it as valuable because they had a kingdom of their own making to distract them from eternal 
things.  So why would the Christians of James’ day then go ahead and try and impress these folks if they happened to 
join them in their gathering. 

In light of all of this, James is calling the first century church, and the twenty-first century church to not show 
personal favoritism - ever.  And our hope and vision should be rooted not in this life and what it can bring us, but 
in the coming Kingdom of God where the kingdoms and systems and rulers and governments - and all people will bow 
before Jesus the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
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James 2:8-11 - Seriousness Of This Issue

James take this conversation to a place few would.  He reminds us of the great commandments which were given by 
God to the nation of Israel.  We all know that the command to “love your neighbor as yourself” is the second 
“great” commandment (as Jesus himself confirmed in Luke 22:39-40, Mark 12:31, Luke 10:25-27).  James teaches that 
showing personal favoritism to some (and thus favoring some over other), that we are in fact breaking this 
commandment.  And if we’re breaking that commandment, we’re guilty of breaking the whole law!!

James 2:10 (NLT) - For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has 
broken all of God's laws.

In other words, if you rejoice in the fact that you’re not an adulterer, but commit murder - you’re guilty!  And 
James is rhetorically implying that just because you don’t commit adultery, or murder, or worship another god - but 
do show partiality - you are in sin and guilty of transgressing God’s laws.  

How we care for others is critically important then.  And for this new Christian community, learning how to follow 
Jesus, neighbor love is a great priority.  Love for God and love for others should be our badge and trademarks.  
People of the world might disagree with our theology but let them not question that we were people of love!

Too often today “Christians” are known for what they are “against”, who/what they are “-phobic” towards, how 
they have aligned with a political party or political figure.  But these are nowhere lauded in Scripture or by Jesus 
as the marks of his followers.

John 13:34-35 - "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another."

James 2:12-13 - Concluding Thoughts

As people embodying God’s good news, we should live lives of love and mercy.  This has always been God’s desire for 
His people:

Leviticus 19:18 - You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but 
you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. 

Micah 6:8 - He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justice, 
to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?

Zechariah 7:9-10 - "This is what the LORD of Heaven's Armies says: Judge fairly, and show mercy and 
kindness to one another. 10 Do not oppress widows, orphans, foreigners, and the poor. And do not scheme 
against each other.
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Luke 10:36-37 - (concluding parable of “good Samaritan”).."Which of these three do you think proved to be 
a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" 37 And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward 
him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same."

Let us speak and act as those who live according to a higher law and system and standard than the evil age 
around us.  This law is rooted in truth, mercy, kindness, justice and the greatest law, the law of love. 

Our primary identity is not in where we live, where we were born, or what we do for “work”.  It’s not in whether we are 
married, or not, have kids, or not or any other temporal marking.  Our identity comes from Jesus Christ, and what he has 
done and is doing.  And when we live out of this truth, we will be a church, a family, a people under God’s rule, truly 
extending liberty and justice, and most importantly love, for all.
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