
Noon Bible Study: Intro-James
Intro: Who Was James?

Jesus had a disciple named James, who was the brother of the apostle John.  These two were nicknamed “the sons of thunder” 
for their enthusiasm and zeal.  However, that James is not the James of the book of James.  The James of the book of James is 
actually someone that might be a bit surprising.  Let’s discover who James is from his first mention in the Bible:

Matthew 13:54-58 -  He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished, and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? 55 "Is not this the 
carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 "And His 
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" 57 And they took offense at Him. 
But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household." 58 And He 
did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

Who is James?  James is the half (biological) brother of Jesus!  Jesus was the first born son of Mary (and Joseph) but after 
his birth, there were other children born.  James was one of these children.  There is not much known about the childhood and 
maturing of Jesus after the record in the temple at 12 years old.  But he would have grown up in Nazareth and played and 
learned with these siblings.  Once Jesus was near 30 years old, he began his ministry, and this apparently caused some 
tension amongst his family.

Mark 3:20-21 - One time Jesus entered a house, and the crowds began to gather again. Soon he and his disciples 
couldn't even find time to eat. 21 When his family heard what was happening, they tried to take him away. "He's out 
of his mind," they said.

Mark 3:31-35 (NLT) - Then Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him. They stood outside and sent word for him to 
come out and talk with them. 32 There was a crowd sitting around Jesus, and someone said, "Your mother and your 
brothers are outside asking for you." 33 Jesus replied, "Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?" 34 Then he looked 
at those around him and said, "Look, these are my mother and brothers. 35 Anyone who does God's will is my brother 
and sister and mother."

John 7:3-5 NLT - and Jesus' brothers said to him, "Leave here and go to Judea, where your followers can see your 
miracles! 4 You can't become famous if you hide like this! If you can do such wonderful things, show yourself to the 
world!" 5 For even his brothers didn't believe in him.

James was not a follower of Jesus.  In fact, it seems like James was likely part of the group sent to bring Jesus back home, 
thinking what he was doing was wrong.  

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


James Eventually Converted

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 - For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas (Peter), then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than 
five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.

At some point after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the resurrected Christ makes a special appearance to his brother James! 
 Perhaps this was the point of initial belief for his brother!  Can you imagine that?  What love Jesus showed for his earthly 
family to specifically visit James during the brief 40 days after his resurrection.  Whether this was James’ conversion or 
not, what is clear from the testimony of Scripture is that James does believe, and will actually be respected and honored as 
one of the first leaders of the new church.

James: Leader Of The Church

Peter is released from prison and goes to find believers in the city:

Acts 12:16-17 - But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were amazed. 17 
But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison. 
And he said, "Report these things to James and the brethren." Then he left and went to another place.

James Visited After Paul’s conversion:

Galatians 1:15-19 - But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me through His 
grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 
consult with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away 
to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus. 18 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become 
acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except 
James, the Lord's brother.

James Weighs In At Jerusalem Council - “What to do about Gentile’s coming to believe?”

Acts 15:12-14 - All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating 
what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they had stopped speaking, James 
answered, saying, "Brethren, listen to me. 14 "Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from 
among the Gentiles a people for His name.

James Visited After Paul’s arrival in Jerusalem after missionary journey 

Acts 21:17-19 - After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 And the following day Paul went 
in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one 
the things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.
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Isn’t this an interesting narrative?  James one of Jesus’ brothers does not believe he is the Christ at first!  It reminds us 
that sometimes what seems “obvious” to one person is not “obvious” to another.  It takes the Lord revealing himself and 
uncovering the eyes of those who can’t see, even when things are right in front of their face.  It’s a good reminder to us 
that if James didn’t understand what his own brother was all about, it shouldn’t be surprising that people in our lives who 
don’t believe just because we tell them about the Lord.  

What our words and testimonies need to be united with is a prayer for God to open the eyes of the “blind”!   Remember, people 
don’t seek God as their default setting (Romans 3:10-12).  It is God who initiates the relationship with us and helps us see 
His power and love.  This is what eventually happened to James.  It may have taken Jesus literally appearing to his brother 
James (1 Corinthians 15:7) for him to believe and it will certainly take the Lord revealing himself to our loved ones as well. 
 Thankfully, this is not only our desire, it’s God’s desire for them as well!  Remember this so that you don’t grow 
discouraged with your not-yet-believing family members, neighbors, and loved ones. 

Intro: The Book Of James

Though not much else is spoken of about James in the book of Acts, we can conclude from what we do read that James, the 
half-brother of Jesus was a/the leader of the early church.  And as such, his letter, which is one of the earliest New 
Testament books would have been widely respected by the first Christians.

And yet, James is never seen to boast in his biological connection to Jesus.  In fact, this is never mentioned in his letter, 
but instead he opens chapter 1 like this:

James 1:1 - James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed 
abroad: Greetings.

The Book of James is indeed one of the earliest NT books, dated somewhere around 50 AD.

Because of its early date, we will discover that much of the book will focus on practical Christian living, and how a 
believer, especially a Jewish Christian would live out “faith” in their world.  We know the audience was primarily Jewish-
Christians because of the dating, and also because of how James opens his letter “to the twelve tribes who are dispersed 
abroad (James 1:1b).”
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In fact, the actual name “James” is interesting in light of this fact.  In the original Greek text of the book of “James”, 
the name “James” never appears.  Instead, where we read our English word James is the Greek work “Ιάκωβος” (iakobos) 
which is the same as the Hebrew name “Jacob”.  If you met James in the first century, you would have called him “Jacob”!

Jacob (aka James) was writing his letter to the first believers of the gospel of Jesus, the people who believed he was the 
long promised Messiah.  They are beginning to develop their own separate identity as Christians and as a result are going to 
face trials in this world.  And it is for this reason that James first opens his letter addressing trials and tribulations 
(James 1:1-4).  He will guide them to understand how to deal with temptations (1:5-18) and ensure they are “doers” the word 
rather than just “hearers” (1:19-27).  The letter will continue on to talk about the evils of personal favoritism (James 2), 
the power of our words (James 3), dealing with conflict and what it means to be holy (James 4), and the importance of 
keeping the faith unto the end (James 5).

These truths were critically important for the new church beginning their mission of following Jesus in the first century. 
 This would be the first group of disciples who would “follow Jesus” without him being bodily present on the earth to show 
them the way.  Instead, it would be through written words like the book of James, enlightened and empowered by the Holy 
spirit that would guide their faith and practice.  

James is direct and firm, practical and simple.  And as we reflect on the main themes of James, and begin our journey 
through his letter in the 21st century, we will recognize how timely and needed his words are for us today.

And as we turn to the text itself next week, it’s a good time to conclude our introduction to the book of James by 
pondering how James himself ended up.  Initially not a follower of Christ, James eventually will become a disciple himself.  
It may have been very easy for James to live with sorrow, regret, and shame for the “wasted years” of his life - those days 
when he literally thought his brother was “crazy” and tried to get him to come home.  But instead we see a man who was 
living in the grace that came from Jesus.  He doesn’t waste time living with regret, instead he wholeheartedly pours out his 
life for the Lord, almost as if to make up for lost time.

We may not be where we had hoped to be in our lives for the Lord at this stage in our journey.  Perhaps you only came to 
faith or got serious about your relationship with God later in life.  Maybe you started well with Christ, but then fell 
away, only to get back on track after many foolish years.  Maybe you look at others who have been Christians for a while 
and envy how much they know, how much they’ve seen. 

No matter what your story, today is a great day to decide to give our all to live for him, now.  Regret keeps us in the 
past, dragging our mental and spiritual feet.  This is not the Lord’s will for you and I.  Instead, the love of God and grace 
of Jesus helps us to leave those regrets in the past and move forward with a new heart, a fresh chance and renewed purpose. 
 James didn’t sulk in the corner about how wrong he was or what could have been had he believed sooner in his life - he 
accepted what had been as what had been and made the most of his “today”.  A good mindset for us to model as well.  Don’t 
waste any more time.   Today is a great day to live for the Lord!
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