
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 8
The flood of the earth has come.  The waters have risen over every mountain top and filled in every valley.  Noah and his 
family are alone in the ark with their animal companions.  The rains continued for 40 days and nights and the water remained 
on the earth for 150 days.

Genesis 8:1-5 - The Waters Recede

Water covers the earth and the “wind (Hebrew: ruach)” from God passes over the earth.  What we read in Genesis 8:1 
should bring us back to 1:1-2:

Genesis 1:1-2 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and void, 
and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit (ruach) of God was moving over the surface of 
the waters.

Through the flood, God is not only destroying the evil and cleansing the earth, He is essentially re-creating it. 
 And he will begin this work again not through Adam but through Noah, a man who has proven faithful to God, 
despite adversity, and is “remembered” by God.

After the 150 days, the flood waters begin to recede.  Genesis 7:11 told us that the flood began on 17th day of the 
2nd month.  Now we read in Genesis 8:4 that the ark rests on the mountains of Ararat on the 17th day of the 7th 
month.  Verse 5 then tells us that the water decreased steadily until the 10th month and on the 1st day of the 
month the tops of the mountains became visible.

Let’s think about the magnitude of these dates.  Comparatively the flood would have begun on February 17th and 
rained well into the end of March.  150 days is close to 5 months, bringing us to July/August.  The Text tells us 
that the tops of the mountains became “visible” on October 1st.  Noah and his family are on the ark from February 
to October!  And this is before they even begin to consider if there is dry land for them to live on. (remember God 
closed the door).

Genesis 8:6-12 - Dry Land?

After 40 more days (November?) Noah opens a window on the ark.  He sends out two birds, first a raven, followed by 
a dove to see if there is dry land.  The assumption is these birds can fly around and will return to the ark if there 
is no source of food or a non-water based place to rest their wings.  The dove returns and Noah concludes that 
there is no dry land yet.  He repeats this one week later.

The second time the dove returns with a “freshly picked olive leaf” and “Noah knew that the water was abated from 
the earth”.  The Noah family must have been overjoyed.  He waits another week and the dove does not return.
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Genesis 8:13-19 - Noah Leaves The Ark

After over a year on the ark, Noah and His family leave their temporary refuge home.

While the Sunday School images of the coming of the flood and the marching of the animals do not accurately 
illustrate the wrath of the flood, I feel like the childlike images of Noah and his family and all of the animals 
leaving the ark do accurately illustrate this moment.  Smiling faces, green earth, sunshine.  I get the sense that 
this was a happy day.

Sure there were echos of the horrors of the floods devastation, but those thoughts and images likely were 
visualized while the family waited for the waters to subside while they were still on the ark.  Now their feet are 
standing on the earth again.  This is very good.

God gives a renewed commission to humanity, echoing back to God’s charge to Adam & Eve.  The LORD calls Noah now 
to “be fruitful and multiply on the earth” (cp. Genesis 1:28).  This is a significant detail in our story.  It shows us 
that even though humanity did not remain faithful to God, God did not abandon his original intention for the 
creation: an earth filled with creatures, led by humans, in relationship with Him. 

Just because humans abandoned their purpose does not mean God abandons his.  In fact, this creation story and the 
renewal of both the creation and humanity’s purpose on the creation is a good window in the heart of God and His 
eternal purposes.  Though humans continue to rebel and sin, God’s will is sure to be done on the earth, as it is in 
heaven. 

The Bible’s main theme, what Jesus called “the Kingdom of God” brings the world back to what God planned in the 
beginning - humans on the earth, in paradise, living forever in harmony with each other, and most importantly with 
God.  If this is what God has always wanted from the beginning, why would He abandon or revise this plan because 
of us?  Instead, God works in spite of us (and our sin) to ensure His dream comes true.

We see that again here with Noah and his family after the flood.  And why begin again with Noah?  We see into the 
heart and character of why God chose Noah in the next verses.

Genesis 8:20-22 - Noah Worships

The first action Noah takes after leaving the ark is to build an altar to the LORD (first usage of that phrase in 
Scripture) to offer up a sacrifice.  This was a very significant offering for this most significant moment - every 
clean animal and every clean bird - was offered up (thus bringing some clarifying evidence to why seven of the 
“clean” animals were brought).

In response to Noah’s sacrifice, the text tells us that “the LORD smelled the soothing aroma” likely a figure of 
speech meaning that Noah’s sacrificial and worshipful actions were pleasing to God.  And so the LORD makes a 
promise to Himself to “never again curse the ground on account of man” and “will never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done.”  Though God acknowledges that the “default setting” of humans is “evil”, God declares that 
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He will not destroy all things again. (He reiterates this in the closing line of the chapter).  Things are going to be 
different now, as we will learn, but God commits to His part of the plan.  These promises will serve as the basis of 
the covenant God will make with Noah (more on this in chapter 9).

The phrase “soothing” (ESV “pleasing”) aroma is a significant Hebrew phrase.

“The Hebrew term for "pleasing," nikhoakh, conveys the idea of rest and tranquility. It is related to the 
name "Noah" (Hb. noakh) and is probably used here in order to remind the reader of Lamech's remarks in Gen. 
5:29 (about the birth and naming of his son, Noah). It also has the sense of "soothing." The burnt offering 
soothes God's anger at human sin, so although human nature has not been changed by the flood, God's 
attitude has changed.” (ESV Study Bible, Genesis 8:20-22)

We do not read that this sacrifice was ever commanded by God.  In the Old Testament sacrifices were made to 
worship, give thanks, and make atonement.  All three of those things are probably happening here in Noah’s heart 
and mind.  He is worshipping the LORD who has just brought a flood and spared his life.  He is giving thanks for that 
saving and offering the animal sacrifices in a sort of “in the place of” action for his own life.  Everyone else 
died, Noah lived and his sacrifices indicate he gets what a big deal that is.  This action did not have to be 
commanded - it was the outward expression of Noah’s grateful heart, and the first thing he did!

This is the kind of relationship God wants with us.  He commands worship and commands actions which are righteous - but He 
longs for expressions of sacrifice and worship not moved by compulsion but moved automatically by gratitude and awe.  

This is what maturity looks like.  When someone doesn’t have to ask you to do what’s right but that you do what is right 
because it is right and you want to do it.  We all have a season of immaturity in our faith and relationship with God.  This 
season is marked by the need to be told and taught that it is good and right for us to do this or that (ex: read Bible, 
fellowship with believers, pray, be generous etc).  But as we mature in our relationship with God our lives should be much 
more marked by a genuine and natural inclination to do and think and speak what is right and good.

The closer our relationship with God gets, the more this will be true of our lives.  The more we see His goodness and glory, 
the more we will be inclined to worship and give thanks.  The more we realize what we have been saved from by the grace of 
God, the more grateful we will be and inclined to live in light of the cross.  The more we have had transformed hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, the more we will be like Christ.

Noah knew God because he walked with God (Genesis 6:9). And as a result of this intimacy with God, Noah responded to all 
that had transpired over the last year and years with sacrifice, thanksgiving and worship.  This is the kind of relationship 
I desire with the LORD.  I don’t want to just “pop in on God” once a week or call upon Him only when in need of a life 
preserver, I want to walk with God.  I don’t want to begrudgingly do the right thing but have a willing spirit to obey!  I 
don’t want to sacrifice because I have to but because I owe the LORD everything.  I don’t want to worship for what I get out 
of it but instead offer up to God that which will bless him!

I pray we can look at our own days and years and see maturity on the rise and immaturity on the decline.  God has 
committed to His creation and while “seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night” 
continue on, may we walk ever so closely to the one who has made this promise.
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