
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 41 
Genesis 41:1-8 - Pharaoh’s Dream

v. 1 - We are reminded of the passage of time from chapter 40 to 41.  Two years have gone by since the cupbearer is restored to his 
position.  Two years since Joseph asked for him to remember him when he was back in Pharaoh’s house.  That stinks.  Yet, as we 
highlighted in Genesis 39, Joseph’s story is a case study in Romans 8:28 - all things (even the bad stuff, and the delay) are working 
together for good - for Joseph but also for the LORD’s plans.

We are told that Pharaoh has a dream, two in fact.  Strange dreams for sure.  Seven fat and healthy cows eating the grass of the 
marshes of the Nile River.  7 lean and ugly cows (are the beautiful cows?) appear and eat the 7 fat cows!  That would be a disturbing 
dream.  Probably bloody and terrifying in fact.

The second dream has a similar theme but with different players.  This time we see 7 healthy and plump ears of grain appear followed 
by 7 dry and thin ears of grain.  The 7 dry ears “swallow up” the 7 healthy ears.  Less graphic for sure, but equally troubling for 
Pharaoh’s soul.  

Pharoah wakes up, disturbed and asks for his magicians and dream-interpreters to tell him what this means.  As we have seen 
previously in our story, the ancient Egyptian culture looked at dreams, especially vivid and intense dreams as messages from the 
gods.  Yet no one could interpret the dreams.

Isn’t that interesting.  Don’t you think these magicians, surely working for themselves of idols (who have no life or power), were 
accustomed to making up their interpretations?  And yet they either couldn’t think of something, or what they offered Pharoah didn’t 
resonate in him as the real meaning.

Genesis 41:9-13 - The Cupbearer Remembers His Ol’ Cellmate

What do you know, the cupbearer remembers his own testimony!  He shares this news with Pharaoh (awkward).

Genesis 41:14-24 - Joseph Summoned, Pharaoh Retells the Dream

At last the Pharaoh calls for Joseph - two years late but right on time.  Joseph is brought before Pharaoh and is presented with the 
chance to interpret the dream.  And when on this grand stage with spotlight lit, who does Joseph point to - God.

Pharaoh believes that Joseph can interpret dreams.  He has not found answers from his own men and now he is looking to this prisoner 
who has a reputation that “when you hear a dream, you can interpret it (Genesis 41:15)”.  And Joseph says “it is not in me; God will 
give Pharaoh a favorable answer (41:16).”  What a man!  After all that he has been through, all that he has unjustly suffered and 
experienced, any chance he gets to give God the glory - he does!

Joseph’s trials didn’t squeeze God out of him, his trials squeezed him closer to God. 
Pharaoh then retells his dream to Joseph.

Genesis 41:25-36 - Joseph Interprets The Dream And Gives Counsel To Pharaoh
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Joseph not only gives the interpretation of the dream, but he also gives practical application to Pharaoh as to what Pharaoh should do 
in light of the dream!  That’s awesome.

Joseph tells Pharaoh that the dream is God’s way of telling Pharaoh that there will be seven years of abundance in the land followed 
by 7 years of famine.  The famine will be so severe that the text tells us “...that even the memory of the good years will be erased 
(41:31, NLT).”  Egypt is not the world power that it will be by the time we reach Exodus, and so Joseph is giving Pharaoh exact 
economic projections for the next 14 years!  How many world leaders wouldn’t want to know that!

Joseph then shifts from informant to counselor.  He tells Pharaoh that he should appoint an overseer to manage the resources.  Rather 
than just sitting around getting fat during the years of abundance, they ought to store up the abundance as resources for the years 
of famine.  This speaks to the extremity of the two pairs of 7 years.  The 7 years of plenty will be so rich that it will provide enough 
food for Egypt (and we’ll learn the neighboring nations) for the 7 years of scarcity.

The goal of Josephs’ plan is to save Egypt.  

“That way there will be enough to eat when the seven years of famine come to the land of Egypt. Otherwise this famine will 
destroy the land (Genesis 41:36, NLT)."

No one else knows this information but Pharaoh and his officials.  They are in a position, if they listen to foreign-slave-prisoner 
Joseph, to survive.  What a moment.

Look at this mature man Joseph standing before Pharaoh.  Even as Joseph gives the interpretation he’s glorifying God.  Look at the 
references to God throughout his word to Pharaoh - “God has told…” v. 25, God has shown...v. 28, “the matter is determined by 
God”...and God will quickly bring it about…” v. 32).  Joseph is a man who is talking up His God.  This is part of his language because 
it is in his heart.  It is not something forced “oh I better say something about God…” it’s coming from within - he is devoted to God!

Genesis 41:37-45 - Great Idea Joseph, You’re Hired!

What a wonderful response of Pharaoh and his officials - and a smart one too.  “It seemed good to Pharaoh and his servants…(v. 
37).”  Yeah, I would think so.  This young man stands before Pharaoh, interprets the dream and gives simple and easy to be entreated 
counsel to Pharaoh, and Pharaoh immediately acts.

How does he act?  He appoints the man Joseph to lead the endeavor!  This Pharaoh seems humble and eager to do what God has shown him 
though Joseph.  In fact, throughout the remaining chapters of Genesis we see the Pharaoh acting like this.  He seems grateful that God 
would bless his nation and preserve his people, through the word of Joseph.

And in a dramatic moment, the king of Egypt appoints Joseph, the great grandson of Abraham as ruler over Egypt.

41:41, NLT - "I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of Egypt."”

41:43, NLT - And wherever Joseph went, the command was shouted, "Kneel down!" So Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of all Egypt.

41:44, NLT - "I am Pharaoh, but no one will lift a hand or foot in the entire land of Egypt without your approval.”

41:45, NLT - So Joseph took charge of the entire land of Egypt.

WOW.  Pharaoh is Pharaoh but the ruler of Egypt is Joseph, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham.  And through Joseph now, the 
nation of Egypt, and soon the entire world will be blessed.
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From the pit to the prison to the palace.  And yet the amazing story is just beginning to unfold.

Side Note: 41:45 tells us that Joseph is given a new name (Zaphenath-paneah), which means something like “God speaks”.  He is given a 
wife, Asenath, who was the daughter of a priest.  These would have been legal, formal, and political acts which conferred status and 
position on Joseph.  Remember, at the beginning of Genesis 41 he was a no-name prison slave.  Now he’s got the lead job in the nation, a 
new title/name and probably famous or at least politically significant wife.

Genesis 41:46 - Joseph is 30 years old

Joseph is 30 years old when he begins to rule Egypt.  Genesis 37:2 told us that when Joseph was “pasturing the flock with his 
brothers” and had his first dream, he was seventeen.  Though only 5 chapters away for us in our journey, 13 years is a long and slow 
time.  There we so many highs and lows during these 13 years.

He starts as the favored son of his father.  He gets mocked and ridiculed by his family.  He gets attacked and thrown into a well only 
to be sold to slave-traders later that day, by his brothers.  He fortunately gets sold to Potiphar and has success there, only to be 
assaulted by Potiphar’s wife and thrown into jail.   While in jail he has success again.  He even gets to meet two of Pharaoh’s 
officials and interprets their dreams.  The cupbearer is restored to the king’s court and as he leaves, he carries with him hope for 
Joseph’s release from prison as well.  Being a leading servant in prison is better than just sitting in the cell, but prison is prison.  
Yet two years pass and surely Joseph’s faith in the hope that might have come with the cupbearer is gone.

13 years. 4,745 days. 113,880 hours.  Countless moments - to think, to wait, to doubt, to pray, to mature, to mourn.

And yet in time, in God’s time, Joseph is 30 and no longer a slave, no longer a prisoner.  He’s the prince of Egypt.

Genesis 41:47-57 - God’s Word Comes To Pass, 7 Years of Abundance, 7 Years of Famine

Just as Joseph had told Pharaoh, the first 7 years are abundantly plentiful for the land.  They actually stopped measuring the 
amounts they were harvesting for it was taking too long and it was becoming too hard to count (v. 49).

And sure enough, the first seven years are followed by the second seven which saw devastating famine in the land.  As extreme as the 
abundance was, so was the lack.

But, God set Joseph up in the position to save the nation of Egypt and also begin to bring tremendous wealth into the land - as the 
surrounding nations began to come to Egypt to buy of their storehouses.

And in this story we have an interesting foreshadow.  God has set up his man in charge and ruler of the land and He is drawing the 
nations to this man to receive blessing and the resources the world needs to survive.  This is God’s doing and it marvelous in our eyes!

Joseph is in a position to care for his own life, the nation of Egypt, the nations around Egypt and ultimately, as we will learn as 
early as our next chapter - his own family.  Joseph now 37 years old, is stepping into a new season of his life that will bring his life 
full circle in some ways, as we see how God is working all things together for good.

As we finish for now, we will consider some of the final verses of this chapter.  We read that just before the famine began, Joseph has two sons. 
Joseph as fully assimilated into Egyptian life.  An Egyptian name, an Egyptian job, and an Egyptian wife.  But upon the birth of his two sons, 
we realize that Joseph has not forgotten his past.
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Sure, he has a relationship with God that is evident in each record we have read.  But he also, though assimilated into the Egyptian world, in 
his heart he has maintained his identity of who he really is.  And like we have read so many other times, the circumstances of life and of heart 
influence the naming of Joseph’s sons.

His first born, “Manasseh” has a meaning associated with the idea that “God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household 
(Genesis 41:51).”  And his second son, “Ephraim”, speaks that “God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.”

The irony is that through the naming of both his sons which seem to push away the affliction, Joseph’s affliction is centered in both names!  He 
is mindful not just of his affliction, but more of how God has worked in and through the affliction to still care for Joseph.  He hasn’t literally 
forgotten what he has been through or his family - but the goodness of God that has carried him to this point has given context to the 
affliction and suffering.  Now Joseph is looking at his life as if these trials haven’t even happened - for now, he is “fruitful” in the land (of 
my affliction).  How beautiful.

And this bring us back to that great word from Romans 8.  This time not that God is working all things together for good (Romans 8:28), 
because it would seem that from Joseph’s perspective, God has worked these things for good.  But now we must consider another key verse in 
Romans 8.

Romans 8:18 - For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.

That’s kind of where Joseph is at when his sons are born.  He is more aware than others about the 7 years of trouble that are to come. Joseph is 
trusting God’s word, but let’s be honest, still has to have faith that what God said will come to pass.

But Joseph finds himself in a position of blessing and in a place of peace, for the first time in a long time.  And he looks back at his life and 
realizes that the affliction and suffering that he has endured doesn’t really have a hold on him anymore.  God has made him “forget all my 
trouble” because God has brought Joseph to the place he was called to be.  And, as Joseph realizes, God has been with him all the while.   He was 
never once alone.  

We know that because we have read that multiple times “God was with Joseph…” - but Joseph is living it, experiencing it.  And now Joseph 
looks back and realizes that all of the trouble isn’t worth thinking about anymore for God has brought him out - and used those trials to 
bring him to this place.

He’s not in the palace if he isn’t in prison.  He’s not in prison if he doesn’t get thrown into the pit.  So in the end, God is working all things for 
his good and his good plan and now Joseph sees it coming together and is thankful.

So, you and I are not in the palace today.  We’re somewhere between the pit and the palace and it is very important that we hear these words 
and read the whole story of Joseph so we don’t get stuck in the suffering and lose sight of the end of the story.  If we lose sight, we lose hope, 
and we’re done for.

Just because we’re going through a trial doesn’t mean God isn’t working.  In fact, could it be that through trial, God is working to bring us 
somewhere for Him?  Could it be that unless the trials come, we don’t arrive where God has called us?  Could it be that it is through trials, 
God is shaping us to be more like Jesus?

Let’s pray for the trials to go away.  But until they do, believe that God is at work and that in the end, where God is bringing us, the glory 
can’t even be compared to what you and I are going through today.
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