
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 39   
Last we were in Genesis we read the wild story of Judah and his daughter in law, Tamar.  Before then we read that Joseph, the 
favored and 11th son of Jacob had been sold into slavery by his brothers and traveled toward Egypt.  Jacob is told that Joseph is 
dead and mourns for a long time.  We know there is more to the story but Jacob does not.  Hard to imagine how he felt.  We rejoin 
Joseph, who has now has arrived in Egypt and has been sold as a slave.  His amazing journey is just beginning.

Genesis 39:1-6 - Joseph In Potiphar’s House

Joseph’s first destination as a slave in Egypt is in the house of Potiphar, who the text tells us was the “captain of the 
bodyguard” for Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt.  This would seem like a bad situation in general (and being a slave in a 
foreign land certainly was), but right from the beginning we see a few things that would have encouraged the soul of 
Joseph.

First, Genesis 39:2 says “the LORD was with Joseph”.  What could be better?!  Secondly as a result of the LORD’s presence 
with Joseph, Joseph is favored in the house - eventually becoming the overseer of the captains entire house!  Because of 
this God blesses Potiphar’s house tremendously and Potiphar associates this blessing with Joseph’s presence there.

39:6 says that Joseph was handsome and well built.  Similar language was used about his mother Rachel, the favorite 
wife of Jacob (Genesis 29:17).  Nice to know, but it sets us up to understand what happens next.

Genesis 39:7-10 - Potiphar’s Wife

Potiphar’s wife begins lusting after Joseph and pretty directly invites him to have sex with her.  Remember, Egypt wasn’t 
a nation under the fear of the LORD.  These are the sort of things that happen in that setting.  Joseph is handsome, the 
reasons for blessing upon the house, and probably at home more than captain Potiphar.  A perfect storm for infidelity and 
fornication.

How easy would it have been for Joseph to give in to this temptation.  He could have probably done this without anyone 
knowing.  He could have done this without taking advantage of the woman - after all - she was the one initiating.  He 
could have rationalized this as just “doing his job” as the woman is the mistress of the house he is a servant in.  And 
Joseph is a young man, with hormones and emotions of loneliness surely flowing through his handsome body.

Can we be honest about this.  These are the easiest temptations to fall into - the ones no one else knows about.  The 
ones that are done in secret, where the conviction that comes from other people being around is not present.  No one 
would have known if he started this affair with Potiphar’s wife.  No one would have known why Joseph was in her bedroom 
that day.  And it’s possible that no one in sin-saturated land of Egypt would have even cared if they did know!
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We see in Joseph a “different spirit” one that is willing to do what is right, even when no one is looking.  A man who is 
willing to do what is right, even if he is the only one.  And a man who is willing to do what is right, no matter the 
consequences.  The driving force behind this characteristic is his love for God and a zeal for God’s glory.  What is his 
reply when approached by Potiphar’s wife, clearly a woman in heat, day after day (39:9-10)?

Genesis 39:9b - “How then could I do this great evil and sin against God?!”

You see the hardest temptations are those that no one else knows about.  But in this case - Joseph would have known.  
And so he says no.  Notice this is the first time in quite some time that a child of Abraham, when faced with sexual 
temptation actually makes the right choice!  Something is different about Joseph.

We also learn from this record a little more about the nature of sin and the temptations of this world.  The devil and 
the evil systems of this age are relentless.  Potiphar’s wife was going to lie with Joseph if it was the last thing she 
did.  She pursued him day after day.  Joseph had to resist day after day.  Joseph could not rest thinking that because he 
had overcome the temptation once, that he had overcome the temptation for good.

Genesis 39:11-18 - Potiphar’s Wife’s Fake News

Potiphar’s wife isn’t happy about being rejected day after day and so she tries and trap Joseph as he works alone in the 
house one day.  As Joseph runs away she grabs his garment as he goes.  The spurned woman then uses this cloak to create 
a fake story to get Joseph in trouble.  

Genesis 39:19-20 - Potiphar Responds.  Joseph in Jail

We know Joseph is innocent but Potiphar and his men are going to side with his wife over the testimony of a Hebrew 
slave.  After all, she has his garment in her hand!  Potiphar is angry and disappointed in Joseph and sends him to jail for 
this alleged assault.

Genesis 39:21-23 - The Next Step In Joseph’s Journey

Joseph is thrown out of Poitphar’s house and into Pharoah’s jail.  He didn’t do anything wrong, yet is now a prisoner.  But 
the LORD is still with Joseph - so does it matter where he is?!  Now in the jail, the favor of the LORD remains upon Joseph 
and he quickly returns to a place of authority and responsibility.  Kind of remarkable to think about.  Joseph is in jail 
at the request of the captain of Pharaoh's bodyguard, and soon is in charge of the place!  The favor of the LORD 
supercede’s your title, your lineage, your station and your circumstances.

A lot transpires in this short chapter.  Joseph arrives as a slave, becomes the overseer of an important Egyptian house, goes to 
prison and then rises to lead there too!  The next scene in our story takes place in this prison, and we will see what the LORD is 
up to as we read on.  But we will pause for now and reflect on some important and timely lessons for our lives.

The story of Joseph is one of the best illustrations of the truth of Romans 8:28
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Romans 8:28 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose.

In real time we are watching Joseph have a lot of bad things happen.  He’s attacked by his brother.  He’s thrown in a pit.  He’s 
sold to Midianite traders.  He’s brought to Egypt.  He’s sold in Egypt as a slave.  He’s in a highly sexually-charged temptation 
environment day after day.  He’s falsely accused of the very thing he never succumbed to.  He’s thrown into jail.  A lot of “bad 
stuff”.  Many “bad days”. 

Yet as we read the story from a bird's eye view, we can see what is really happening.  Those of us that know the full story of 
Joseph’s life see that God is working.  We see that actually his selling into Egyptian slavery is so he can be in Potiphar’s house 
so he then go to jail and then move into Pharoah’s house and then save his family.  If he doesn’t get sold into slavery, the family 
doesn’t get saved.  If he doesn’t get falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife, the promises of God don’t get fulfilled.  If he doesn’t go 
to prison, he doesn’t go to the palace.  We see that from the birdseye view.  It makes sense why each piece of this puzzle is 
placed where and when it is.

So the question for us is why don’t we have the same perspective on our lives?  We have a bad day, we go through a difficult time 
and our lives fall apart.  We wonder where God is.  We are filled with confusion when things don’t work out the way we 
wanted/hoped.  We lose faith when we don’t “see” what’s really going on.  We get anxious.  We get angry.  We mope around.  We 
become grump-butts (as we call it in my house).

Why?  Why can we see in Joseph the bigger picture and see the work of God and instantly cite Romans 8:28 and know that all his 
troubles and all his trials were being worked out to a greater purpose for God in his life and then our own lives we 
automatically assume that’s not what is happening?

When there are troubles at work, we don’t think, maybe God is moving me to a new place for him.  When we have relationship 
troubles, we don’t think that God is using them to make us more like Christ.  When one door closes we don’t think that it’s 
because another one is opening.  When things don’t go according to our plan, we don’t think it’s because they are instead going 
according to God’s.

Sure, there are bad things that happen in our lives because we are stupid or as a consequence to sin.  But we profess statements 
of faith that say God is king over the earth and that Jesus has all authority in heaven and earth.  We sing songs like “O no, 
you never let go, through the calm and through the storm” and “you make all things, work together for my good” and “even when  
I don’t see it you’re working…” But we don’t believe a word we’re saying or singing when it comes down to it sometimes.

Embrace this story in your soul today.  Stop forgetting that there is a bird’s eye view of your life too - one that ends with God 
winning and all things being worked together for your good.  Obviously this doesn’t mean that all things are only good - but in 
the end, the part of the story that really matters after all - they are working out for God.  And why?  Because God loves you 
and has called you according to his purposes.

So yes, today, this week, this month, this year, whatever may be confusing, difficult, trying or trouble-filled.  But there is more 
to your story than this moment.  There’s another chapter, there’s a page to turn tomorrow where we understand the “whys” for 
all the ups and downs of today.
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Through Joseph’s story, we see that God is always working for his will and purpose to be done.  That’s the thing to keep your 
heart and mind focused on, and that’s where Joseph’s was.  When presented with momentary pleasure, an easy way out, or a chance 
to just live for himself he said no - How could I do this great evil and sin against God.  Somewhere between the pit and the 
palace Joseph resolved in his soul to live for God no matter what his day brought.

And so you and I walk in our own journey somewhere between the pit God has pulled us out of and the palace he is preparing for 
those who love Him.  The difference between Joseph and us, is that we know what our future holds (he did not!).  

You may not be tempted to have sex with your boss’ wife today but there are temptations calling your name today as well.  
Resolve in your soul right now, to not let the difficulties of this journey make you think you “deserve” to take a break from 
living your life for the God.  You may not see his hand or his plans, but He is always at work.  He’s working to make all things 
work together not just for your good, but for His.
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