
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 28 
When we last looked at Genesis, we read the interesting record of Jacob and Rebekah’s deceiving of Isaac.  Jacob, the younger son 
of Isaac and Rebekah, was prophesied to be the child that would be blessed and receive the Abrahamic promises.  Yet, Jacob’s 
blessing by his father Isaac in chapter 27 seemed to be more a result of his mother’s craftiness and his own trickery than God’s 
plan.  Nevertheless, the way things went, Jacob gets the Abrahamic Blessing, Esau does not.  Esau, who had already indicated the 
blessing of Abraham was not something he was interested in or concerned about, now is devastated - and now is determined to 
get back at his brother.  

The closing verses of Genesis 27 explained that Rebekah planned to send Jacob away to her brother Laban to keep him safe from 
his brother’s planned vengeance.  She tells her husband Isaac she is sending him away to Laban to look for a wife.  And with that 
we turn to Genesis 28.

Genesis 28:1-5

Isaac seems to overlook the fact that Jacob has duped him a few verses before.  Has he accepted that Jacob is now the 
blessed son?  Has he accepted that even though it came about through shady dealings, Jacob was the one God wanted to 
be blessed?  Has he risen above the circumstances of chapter 27 because his son is about to go find a wife and that’s the 
more pressing issue?  We don’t know for sure.  But, Isaac doesn’t hold back or withhold love to his youngest son.

Verses 3 & 4 are some of the most powerful words Isaac, the promised son of Abraham could say to his child.  The strange 
circumstances of this family are amazing.  It’s filled with brokenness, sin, deception and more and yet here they are 
rising up to meet their moment as the family God has chosen to work his redemption through.

Genesis 28:6-9 - Esau’s Spiteful Decisions

As Jacob leaves with another blessing from his dad, Esau sits on the sidelines steaming.  I think in some sense Esau 
represents the logical and reasonable response that we may even share.  “What is going on here! The kid just duped you 
dad, and now he’s getting a blessing - this time with you well aware of who is standing in front of you! Ohhhh that 
Jacob, he better wipe that smirk off his face if he knows what’s good for him.  Look at him with his eyes closed and hands  
raised looking all Abrahamic as he gets another blessing.  I can’t wait till my red and hairy fists punch him in his fair 
skinned farmer face.”

And so fueled with this anger and frustration, some of which was understandable, Esau makes some poor and dishonoring 
decisions.

Genesis 28:8-9 (NLT) - It was now very clear to Esau that his father did not like the local Canaanite women. 9 
So Esau visited his uncle Ishmael's family and married one of Ishmael's daughters, in addition to the wives he 
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already had. His new wife's name was Mahalath. She was the sister of Nebaioth and the daughter of Ishmael, 
Abraham's son.

It appears that Esau is intentionally offending his father by marrying woman that would tick Isaac off.  Also, it’s no 
accident where he finds these women - by connecting with Ishmael and his family.  Remember Ishmael was Isaac's half-
brother, born through Abraham’s servant Hagaar.  Esau is pushing all the right buttons if he wanted to hurt, anger, 
offend and alienate his dad.

But you’ve got to imagine that these actions, though designed to hurt Isaac, were Esau’s attempt to feel better about 
how he feels.  Sometimes humans do stupid things, thinking that it will make us feel better.  We believe that two wrongs 
will make us (feel) right.  This person hurt me, so if I hurt them, I’ll feel better.  But that’s a lie.  Ultimately sining 
doesn’t ever make us feel better.

We think that getting drunk will take away the pain of the broken relationships, or the emptiness inside.  But then we 
wake up with a hangover, regrets, and shame.  We think that having sex with that other person will be payback for the 
person who hurt us, but we wake up with regret, shame and in some cases pregnant or with disease.  We think buying 
something will make us look better or feel better but the debt cripples us when the credit card bill is due.  We think 
that yelling at someone will make us feel better, but eventually we have to avoid people, are abandoned by people who 
don’t want to be around us, and we are alone.  We think brushing problems under the rug, and avoiding people, issues, 
situations, make them go away, but we always have to eventually deal with those things, and somehow under the rug 
they grow bigger, stronger and more chaotic.

So yeah, Isaac probably felt emotional pain by his son marrying Canaanite women from uncle Ishmael.  But Esau wasn’t 
going to be better because of this.  The pain was still there.  The feeling of rejection by his parents was still there.  
The fact that Jacob was the son with the birthright and the blessing was still a fact.  So was it really worth it?  We 
will each have to answer that same question for ourselves.

Genesis 28:10-17 - Jacob’s Travels & Jacob’s Ladder

Jacob is on his way towards Laban’s house in Haran.  Along the way he stops for the night and sleeps on a rock.  As he 
sleeps, the LORD speaks to him through a remarkable dream.  In the dream, the LORD, for the first time, personally extends 
the Abrahamic Promise to Jacob.  His mother was told about this while Jacob was in the womb and his father Isaac blessed 
him with these words, but now God Himself is pronouncing these truths over Jacob’s life.

Just like his father and grandfather before him, Jacob is told that the “land on which you lie, I will give to you and 
your descendants (28:13)” and that his descendants will be “like the dust of the earth...spread(ing) out to the west and 
the east and the north and south” - bringing and extending blessing to the whole world (28:14)

Lastly, the LORD speaks those transformative words to Jacob for the first time “I am with you and will keep you...I will 
not leave you…” (28:15).  Jacob wakes up and declares “surely the LORD is in this place - and I did not know it!”  What 
a moment.
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The imagery here is powerful.  Jacob dreams of ladder that started on earth and reached to heaven with angels going up 
and down on it.  At the top of the ladder was a vision of the LORD himself.  Jacob is seeing that relationship with God 
and connection to the king of Heaven is possible.  Access to God is not shut, but there is a way to get to him.  In fact, 
the angels, representative of God’s messengers and his word are going back and forth - bringing words from God and 
bringing words from the earth back to God.  

We’re not talking about one of the lifeless Canaanite deities here - we are talking about Yahweh, the powerful God of 
heaven, who wants his creation, and specifically for this moment Jacob, to have access to a relationship with Him.  Jacob 
sees this powerful vision and then hears the LORD speak “I am with you…”  God doesn’t just want Jacob to come up the 
ladder to be with Him, He wants to come down the ladder and be with Jacob!

As a relevant side note, this famous incident is alluded to by Jesus himself in the gospels.  Jesus said: “"Truly, truly, I say to 
you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man (John 1:51)” referencing 
to the Jewish nation he first came to that he as Messiah is now the way for humanity to have access to and relationship with 
God.

Genesis 28:18-22 - Jacob Commits to the LORD at Bethel

Jacob responds in good Abraham and Isaac fashion by worshipping God after this encounter and also committing to give to 
the LORD a 10th of all he has (cp. Abraham in Genesis 14:20).  He calls the place where this all happened “Bethel” which 
means “the house of God.”  Bethel will become a significant place for God’s people in generations that follow.  He makes 
a vow to be faithful to the LORD if the LORD will indeed be Who he has just promised to be.  (We’ll learn in the later 
chapters that God is faithful, surprise surprise.)  Jacob then embarks on this journey to Laban’s house to find a wife.  As 
we will see in the coming chapters, this is not going to be an easy and simple journey, but God will be with Jacob and 
Jacob will come to know the LORD indeed.

We’re already seen a number of lessons from this chapter.  We’ll conclude with one more.  As we have just read, this chapter 
describes a foundational moment and event for Jacob and his faith.  And maybe gives us some information that we may have 
overlooked as we have read and considered his story.  We have read so far about Jacob being a deceiver, how he took advantage 
of his brother and the time he tricked and lied to his dad.  We’ve been a bit perplexed as to why things still seem to go well for 
Jacob, why he still inherits the promises and gets the blessings.

There is one word which explains why.  Grace.  Yeah, grace.  That’s the reason.  It’s so easy for us to look at Jacob and conclude 
that he “doesn’t deserve” the blessings and promises because of what he has done. He has sinned, no ifs, ands, or buts about it.  
And so why does he not get killed by the enraged Esau the skilled hunter?  Why does he still get an additional blessing from 
Isaac? Why does he get to leave the land and head to uncle Laban’s house scott-free? And WHY in the world would God meet him in 
Bethel, not to rebuke and chastise him but to meet him and covenant with him?  Grace.

The things that Jacob had done before this moment were wrong.  And he’s going to do some things after this chapter which are 
wrong.  He’s even going to likely have some direct consequential ramifications because of things he’s done (Esau’s still out there 
somewhere, don’t forget).  But something happens in Genesis 28 that hasn’t happened yet in his life.  Do you know what it is?  It’s 
funny because I didn’t realize it myself until we looked verse by verse at this chapter.
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What happens in Genesis 28 that hasn’t happened yet at this point in Jacob’s life was that for the first time Jacob meets God for 
himself.  Did we realize this?  It isn’t until Genesis 28 that God appears to Jacob directly. It’s in this chapter that Jacob 
encounters and experiences God.  And that helps explain what has gone wrong before this moment and it is going to change how 
things go after this moment.

What was interesting for me as I read this is that I think I had higher expectations of Jacob because of whose son he was, whose 
grandson he was, how he grew up, the religious environment he grew up in.  But the reality of it is - Jacob may have known a lot 
about the LORD, but he didn’t know the LORD.  And that’s a big difference.

Up until now, Yahweh has been his parents’ God - now Yahweh will become Jacob’s God.  That’s how things go with the LORD even in 
this chapter - he speaks to Jacob and says “I’m the God of your father Abraham and Isaac” (28:13) and the chapter ends with 
Jacob saying that “the LORD with be my God.”

And so Jacob isn’t absolved of sins he’s committed or the foolish things he’s done - but now we can make a little more sense of 
why these things have happened.  Jacob didn’t know God yet.  He hadn’t experienced his power, he hasn’t been touched by His grace 
- what do you expect from someone who hasn’t had that moment in their lives yet?

Well, that’s a good question.  What do we expect of our kids before they are born again?  What do we expect of non-Christians 
in our lives?  What do we expect of those attending our church and fellowships who are seekers but haven’t yet found the grace 
of God?  Instead of being angry, frustrated or disappointed, perhaps we can do a better job of pointing them to the LORD, the one 
who can bring illumination, transformation, redemption and grace.  Maybe that’s the prayer we need to pray for our kids, co-
workers and companions - “God, open their eyes so they can see you and know your love and power and grace”.  

For once someone has seen, known and experienced God, and his grace, once someone moves being knowing about God to knowing 
God, like Jacob did that night in Bethel, things begin to change.  

God wants a relationship with each of us.  He loves us and wants us to know we can come to Him and find grace, forgiveness, 
love and deliverance.  There is still a ladder standing from earth to heaven, with angels descending and ascending.  Open the 
eyes of your heart and see.
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