
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 26 
Through the last few chapters of Genesis, the story of Abraham and God’s covenant with him has shifted its central focus.  Both Sarah and 
Abraham have died and Isaac their son becomes the main character in our redemption story. He is now married (to Rebekah) with twin sons 
(Esau and Jacob). We will now walk with Isaac through his leg of this journey.  We will observe that Isaac is undoubtedly the son of 
Abraham - in faith and in flaws. Our story begins in Genesis 26 similar to Abraham’s story in Genesis 12 - a widespread famine forces the 
family to move.

Genesis 26:1-5 - The Promise Continues

Isaac goes to Gerar in the land of the Philistines, which is ruled by king Abimelech.  It’s likely that Abimelech was a royal title 
of the Philistine kings (Abi-melech means “my father the king” in Hebrew) rather than the same king Abraham dealt with years 
before.  Or perhaps it is the same guy just much older.  Those details don’t change the story.

Genesis 26 opens up by connecting us back in part to the story of Abraham.  Genesis 12:10 told us that a “famine in the land” 
leads Abraham and Sarah to sojourn in Egypt.  Genesis 26:1 informs us that a new “famine in the land” occurs which moves Isaac 
to Gerar (as opposed to Egypt).  It is in this moment of uncertainty that the LORD visits Isaac and confirms his covenant promise 
to him.

The LORD tells Isaac to remain in Gerar, which is in the land of Canaan.  He will sojourn there as his father Abraham did.  The 
LORD promises to be with Isaac and provide for/bless him, certainly a welcomed promise in the days of famine.  The blessing of 
Abraham becomes the blessing of Isaac too.

This is an interesting interaction because God transfers the covenant promise of Abraham to Isaac as well, as opposed to just 
saying Isaac will be an heir of these blessings because of Abraham.  In this way, there is established a personal connection to 
this promise rather than just a legal or spiritual connection as Abraham’s son.  The LORD concludes this blessing by reminding 
Isaac that Abraham was heir to this promise because he “obeyed me and kept my charge, commandments, statues and laws (Genesis 
26:5).”  We know from the Abrahamic story itself that it was the faith of Abraham that impressed the LORD.  Here the faithfulness 
of Abraham is what is highlighted.  As we have discussed previously, one cannot separate “faith in God” from “faithfulness to 
God”.

Genesis 26:6-11 - Isaac & Rebekah in Gerar

Famine comes. Isaac sojourns in a land with concern for his beautiful wife.  Isaac lies about his wife, saying she is his sister.  
Residents of the land find out he is lying and get angry.  Sound familiar?  This is nearly the identical story to what Abram and 
Sarai encountered when they went to Egypt because of the famine (Genesis 12).  Actually Abraham did this twice! (The second time 
was in this same region! see Genesis 20).

This is a good time to pause and consider the “why” of Isaac’s actions.  Isaac is nervous for his life and for his wife and so he lies to 
protect himself.  Yet, eventually his lie is discovered and he gets caught.  This is a great window into the human condition.  Why does 
Isaac do this?  Because that’s what his dad did.  Isaac wasn’t even born when Abraham did a similar thing with his wife - but both by 
biology and environment, we learn how to live from our parents - right or wrong, good and bad.
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We learn how to deal with life from our parents and family of origin.  Isaac, under pressure, fearing for his life (and his wife), has 
learned from his father that deceit can get you out of trouble.  And so when he is pressed, he lies, because he (wrongly) believes that’s 
the easy way out.  There is no consideration that God will take care of him if he does the right thing - instead he has learned to take 
matters into his own hands and that by his decisions and choices he can escape pain, trouble or difficulty.

How our families deal with life is passed down to us, often without us even noticing.  Even as Christians, we have generational tendencies 
that we must consider deeply in light of our desire to follow Jesus.  It has been said that as Christians, “Jesus might be in your heart, 
but grandpa is in your bones”.  How did your parents deal with conflict?  Yelling at each other, personally and verbally attacking each 
other?  Silent treatment and stonewalling?  Listening and forgiving?  How did your family deal with pressures?  Drinking alcohol?  
Eating?  Smoking marijuana?  Prayer meetings? How did your family deal with financial challenges?  Credit card debt?  Stealing?  
Tithing?  Did you family have high anxiety levels?  Were they good at communicating how they felt?  Did they work too much?  Were they 
lazy?  Were they overly concerned how material things?  Were they overly concerned about what others thought or how they looked in the 
eyes of other people?  Did they have unrealistic expectations on each other?

It is healthy and good and wise to consider our family history.  You as an individual are not immune nor are you exempt from this pattern. 
 Unless we are each intentional to think and pray and talk about these things, we will find ourselves, often unknowingly, living life 
just like our families did.

In some cases the things our families did and how they lived life are compatible with following Jesus (grandma was a sweetheart and 
that’s helped you be a sweetheart).  But certainly this is not true about all they did or do.

Isaac did the same exact thing that Abraham did.  The Abrahamic promise might have been in his heart but the Abrahamic flaws were in his 
bones.

Genesis 26:12-17 - Isaac Lives In Philistia

God does indeed take care of Isaac while he lives in Gerar - in spite of the famine (and his familial failings).  But this leads to 
trouble with his neighbors who are likely struggling in those same conditions.  The Philistines had stopped up the wells that 
Abraham had dug years before.  In a famine, well water would have been essential.

As we consider the story of the quarrel of the wells, we should remember that there was supposed to be a treaty between the 
former Abimelech & Abraham’s family (21:22-24)

Genesis 21:22-24 22 About this time, Abimelech came...to visit Abraham. "God is obviously with you, helping you in 
everything you do," Abimelech said. 23 "Swear to me in God's name that you will never deceive me, my children, or any of 
my descendants. I have been loyal to you, so now swear that you will be loyal to me and to this country where you are 
living as a foreigner." 24 Abraham replied, "Yes, I swear to it!"

Isaac hadn’t kept his families end of the bargain, and neither had Abimelech’s boys.  Abimelech tells Isaac to “go away.”

Genesis 26:18-22 - Quarrelling Over The Wells

Isaac leaves per Abimelech’s request but this doesn’t stop the quarrel.  Isaac reopens one of Abraham’s old wells and finds a good 
water source.  The people of Gerar hear this and aren’t happy. This happens a few times and finally Isaac moves away to a place 
he names “Rehoboth” 
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“The name Rehoboth (הֹבוֹת  rehovot) is derived from a verbal root meaning "to make room." The name was a reminder that God ,‌רְ
had made room for them. The story shows Isaac's patience with the opposition; it also shows how God's blessing outdistanced the 
men of Gerar. They could not stop it or seize it any longer.” (NET Bible Note, Genesis 26:22)

(Side note: Rehoboth, MA, established in 1643, was named for the same reason - it was a broad place for its first residents to 
settle.)

This section highlights the sojourner status of Isaac.  He has no permanent residency, he’s moving around from place to place and 
he’s trying to settle somewhere to live life.

Genesis 26:23-25

Isaac and his family are moving around, trouble waits for them at each pit stop it seems, pushing them to move again.

And then he heads to Beersheba, where the LORD meets with him and everything changes - even though nothing around Isaac 
actually changes.  The LORD declares to Isaac “do not fear, I am with you” - perhaps some of the sweetest words of Scripture!  
God reaffirms to Isaac his favor and blessing - all for the sake of Abraham, Isaac’s father.

This promise leads to Isaac “building and altar and calling upon the name of the LORD” (worship) and the pitching of their tents. 
 In other words, Isaac isn’t going to bounce around for a while now, for the LORD is with him.  Thankfully this inspiring 
characteristic to worship the LORD was one of the good things he learned from his father.

Genesis 26:26-33 - Abraham-Abimelech Oath Renewed

As the chapter nears its close, another part of the Abraham-Abimelech story is revisited.  Abimelech, who had previously told 
Isaac to “go away”, finds him and initiates reconciliation between the two parties.  Abimelech sees the LORD’s hand on Isaac’s life 
(like it was on Abraham) and offers an “oath” and “covenant” between the two of them.  They will do each other no harm from 
this point forward.  With a feast and and oath, it’s a done deal.

And the section closes with Isaac’s servants findinding another watered well.  The LORD is blessing the son of Abraham in deed.  
Except, there’s one more detail the chapter adds, a foreshadow of things to come.

Genesis 26:34-35 - Esau Marries

Esau marries Judith and Basemath, two Hititte women.  It doesn’t sound like these two ladies were a welcomed pair into the family. 
 We don’t know anymore about this incident, but a chapter that seemed to work itself out well in Isaac’s favor concludes with a 
little detail about potential trouble on the horizon, specifically coming from within the family itself.  Isaac might have peace 
with his enemies and water in his wells, but the family dynamic is unsettled. 

We’ll pause our story here for now and move to Some concluding takeaways: When famine hit the land during Abraham’s time, God called 
him to leave Canaan to go to Egypt.  Historically, Egypt was often able to withstand times of famine (which are caused by a lack of 
rain), because of the presence of the Nile River.  So during Abraham’s famine, God essentially says “Go to another, a better place, and I 
will provide for you there.”  However in the case of Isaac, the LORD tells him to stay in Gerar, (which was right in the middle of the 
famine stricken land), and that He would provide for him there. The rest of Genesis 26 tells the story of contention and fighting over 
wells (the only potential source of water when there is a famine).
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These two stories reinforce the importance of trusting God and His word - despite what our circumstances look like.  It would seem that 
going to Egypt where there was clear and obvious water would be the better thing to do in this case.  Yet the LORD specifically tells 
Isaac “do not go down to Egypt.”  There is a famine in Gerar, Isaac and his family need water, and God says “don’t go where everyone 
knows the water is (Egypt).”  

Yet, we see that Isaac doesn’t hesitate and he doesn’t argue.  Because in the same breath that the LORD said “don’t go where the water is” 
he also said “I will be with you.”

Here’s the lesson for us: sometimes the LORD works to bring us to an obvious place that makes plenty of sense in light of our situation in 
life.  We need money and resources: we get a better paying job.  We are discouraged: we are given good friends to encourage us.  We’re 
enduring trial and spiritual attacks: we have negative people or influences removed.  We’re sick: we get healed.  We are unsure how to 
proceed in a situation: We get quick answers.  And so we are right to conclude that surely the hand of God must be on our life in those 
situations!

And then sometimes the LORD works in ways that are more comparable to keeping us in Gerar during the time of famine.  The things we are 
experiencing don’t make “sense”.  The resources don’t come.  The problems don’t disappear.  The negative people don’t go away.   The pain 
gets worse.  The solutions don’t come quickly, if at all. 

Sometimes God changes things around us to help us be better for Him.  That’s like leading Abraham to Egypt, where there was water and 
fertile soil, because there was a famine where he was.   

Sometimes God is working to change us on the inside to help us better for Him, though nothing around us changes.  That’s like telling Isaac 
to stay in Gerar, a place with no water, during a famine, but also telling him “I will be with you, and I will take care of you.”

That being said, both Abraham and Isaac had challenges in these two similar records.  However, the clear thing is that in both cases, the 
problems that arose in both men’s lives were a result of their own sins.  Those troubles weren’t because God wasn’t with them or taking 
care of them.  It didn’t matter whether they were in the land of plenty or the land of famine - both men lied about their relationships with 
their wives and that led to problems.  That’s an additional part of this overall lesson for us.

Here’s what this all means.  Who we are on the inside is what really matters.  Not what is happening on the outside.  If we are controlled 
and conditioned by what is going on on the outside, our faith and faithfulness will change at the first moment of change in our 
circumstances.  And circumstances change all the time!  Letting our circumstances change who we are is a dangerous and tiring way to 
live.

A better way, in fact the right and good way that we ought to live, is to live dependant on one condition - The LORD has said “I will be 
with you.”  That’s the one condition that should affect our attitudes, our obedience, our joy, our confidence and our lives.

Isaac has good reason to trust and obey the LORD, even when it seems like the circumstances around him aren’t making sense.  Though he is 
an adult now,Isaac surely remembers being bound and placed on an altar at the top of Mount Moriah when he was just a boy. God having a 
plan, beyond what Isaac can see or feel, is the reason he is alive.  So Isaac learns experientially to live his life based on God being with 
him, not by what he assesses about his own situation.  Isaac, like his father before him, is learning to walk by faith, and not by sight.  
And his story, the faith part, as well as the flawed part is held before us so we too know which way we should go.
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