
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 21 
Genesis 21:1-7 - Isaac Is Born

Plenty of qualifying statements here:

v. 1 - as He had said, as He had promised
v. 2 - in his old age, at the appointed time which God had spoken
v. 3 - who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him
v. 4 - as God commanded him

Make no mistake, the text is reminding us what is happening here.  This is the big moment when all God had said, all that 
He had promised and all that Abraham and Sarah were waiting for and trusting in comes to pass.  This is bigger than 
their age, their actions and their lives - it’s a demonstration of the word of God being fulfilled.  Isaac was born to 
Abraham “as He had said” and it was “Sarah who bore him” (as opposed to Hagar or anyone else), etc. etc. This was for a 
day or rejoicing in the new baby, but even as wonderful as that was, this was a day of rejoicing in God’s faithfulness.

v. 6-7 - Reading this it sounds like joy and relief in Sarah’s heart.  At last all that she has waited for, prayed for and 
struggled with has come.  Remember, she has waited 25 years for this moment.  She seems to be exclaiming to herself and 
anyone listening - “who would ever thought this day would come?!”

Remember, our first introduction to Sarah was like this:

Genesis 11:30 - Sarai was barren; she had no children

Genesis 21:8-13 - Hagar & Sarah renew their rivalry

It’s interesting that this story should fall directly after the birth and weaning of Isaac.  It’s as if it is a reminder 
that even though God is faithful, the consequences of our sin, bad choices and lack of trust in Him still affect our lives 
and world.  Don’t forget, that is exactly what Abraham & Sarah’s improvisation with Hagar (resulting in the birth of 
Ishmael) was.

Isaac is probably 2-3 years old at this point and Abraham celebrate his “weaning”.  While at the feast Hagar is 
“mocking” Sarah and Sarah isn’t happy.  One can imagine her taunts: “look at the old lady celebrating every little 
milestone of her little prince! How cuuuuute!  Yet I was able to have kids with Abraham on the first try.”  Ouch!

Sarah brings this matter to Abraham and demands Hagar and Ishmael are sent away.  She wants to make no mistake about 
this in Hagar’s mind - whether or not Abraham’s first son came through Hagar or not, Isaac is the heir, not Ishmael. 
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God comforts Abraham and tells him that if he sends Hagar and Ishmael away, he will take care of them.  For even though 
Isaac indeed is the heir of the promise, Ishmael, a child of Abraham, will be blessed and cared for by the LORD.  And we’ll 
see this true as we read on.

Genesis 21:14-21 - God Is With Ishmael

Hagar and Ishmael leave Abraham and his company and head towards the wilderness.  Eventually they run out of supplies 
and Hagar is preparing herself to die and preparing her heart for her son to die.   But as both of them are crying in the 
wilderness, an angel responds to bring comfort to Hagar and point them to a (probably miraculous) well filled with 
water!

Why does God do this?  Because he takes care of the children of Abraham, no matter their origin.  In fact the angel says 
that the divine intervention was initiated because “God has heard the voice of the lad.”  Isaac is the heir, but God still 
has plans for Ishmael.  That’s awesome.

Ishmael will grow up, get married and move on from Abraham.  He’ll become an archer, living in the wilderness.  We won’t 
see or hear from him in the text until Abraham dies.

Genesis 21:22-26 - Abraham and Abimelech Make A Treaty

Abimelech, the king of Gerar who we met in Genesis 20, returns to our story with further evidence that he feared the 
LORD or at least the encounter with God in his dream changed him.  Abimelech and his general (Phicol) approach Abraham 
and offer a covenant of peace between their nations and families.  Abimelech confesses about Abraham that “God is with 
you in all that you do.”  That’s quite the reputation!

Abimelech asks that their families can swear to treat each other well and with kindness based on what they have 
experienced together. Remember, Abimelech freed Sarah and sent Abraham away with favor even after Abraham deceived 
Abimelech about his relationship with Sarah.  Abraham agrees.

And the first test of this relationship comes pretty quickly.  Moments after their agreement, Abraham informs Abimelech 
that some of Abimelech’s men had taken over a well belonging to Abraham.  Abimelech responds favorably and remarks “I 
didn’t know anything about this until today!” and it is inferred that he deals with the problem quickly.

Genesis 21:27-34 - Abraham-Abimelech Covenant

Confirming the words they had just “sworn” to in the previous section, the two men make a “covenant” with each other to 
finalize this verbal agreement.  Abraham gives Abimelech 7 baby lambs as a pledge of his words about the well.

It’s helpful to see how Abraham handles conflict in this situation.  He addresses the problem directly with his words to 
the person he has the problem with personally.  He isn’t holding a grudge or being judgemental towards Abimelech.  Nor is 
he resentful or proud.  Instead, we see a man who is humble and willing to sacrifice to preserve peace.  Not a bad idea.
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v. 31 - Beersheba - ESV Study Bible: “In light of Abraham's gift to Abimelech, the name Beersheba probably means "well of 
seven"; however, given that the Hebrew words for "seven" (sheba‘) and "oath" (shebu‘ah) are similar, it could also mean 
"well of the oath." Perhaps the name was chosen because it embraced both concepts. Given Abraham's semi-nomadic 
lifestyle and the need for him to dig a well, no settlement probably existed at this location in his time. When a 
permanent settlement was later established in this area, the name of the well was given to it (see 26:33). The town of 
Beersheba, located in the northern Negeb, became famous as marking the southern boundary of Israel”

Abraham concludes this event, and the chapter itself, with worshipping the LORD at Beersheba.  He “calls on the name of 
Yahweh, the Everlasting God” and returns to his sojourning.

God has done so much for Abraham.  He has blessed him, rescued him, heard him, worked with him, and been faithful to his 
word regarding him.  And throughout this relationship, Abraham keeps worshipping and honoring the LORD at every step.  
This is the example of what it looks like to live by faith.

Before we close this chapter it is good to be reminded of the places and situations where God does his best work.  The LORD loves 
working in moments and with individuals that are helpless, empty and powerless, and with good reason.  God loves to work in 
situations where no one would confuse who is in control or who made something happen. 

Where is this relevant to our story and specifically this chapter?  How about taking the barren old woman and the 100 year old 
man and making them the father and mother of many nations!  Who is going to look at Abraham or Sarah and wonder who did this 
great and amazing thing?  If they had 16 sons at a young age and God chose them to be a mighty multitude, we’d get it.  It 
makes sense that God would choose that family, they already fit the mold.

But you see, Yahweh, the Everlasting God, loves to put his glory and power and wisdom on display to confound the way this world 
works.  It’s the barren senior citizens he chooses for this job - and then God’s greatness is on display.

He selects the reluctant and banished Prince of Egypt with a stutter to go to Pharaoh and preach “let my people go.”  He selects 
the youngest boy who wasn’t invited home when the prophet came to be the next king of Israel.  He picks that same shepherd boy to 
defeat Goliath.  He picks an unmarried virgin teenager to give birth to the Messiah.  He picks the Pharisee of Pharisees to be the 
apostle to the Gentiles.  That’s where God does his best work!

do you know where we’re going with this yet?

You and I often look at our limitations and weaknesses as reasons why God can’t use us for his glory.  Yet could it be that those 
are the things God does look at to determine who he will work in and through?!  Who is God more inclined to use for his purposes? 
The skilled, smart and sexy person in the world’s eyes who is likely going to take the credit for themselves in the end?  Or the 
unskilled, uneducated, and unattractive person who in the end no one will confuse who did the work?

We’re reminded of this in this great story of Abraham and Sarah, specifically with the birth of Isaac in their old age.  Yes, God 
does work with smart and skilled people too, but it is humility, simple faith and emptiness of self that he’s looking for.  And 
That’s what he saw when he looked at Abraham and Sarah.

So, what does he see when he looks at you?
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