
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 18
Our last look at Genesis left us with echos of Sarah’s laughter about God’s promise for her to bear a son in less than a year’s 
time.  Abraham had entertained angelic visitors and they brought word of this coming attraction - the promised child, Isaac.  
These visitors were welcomed by Abraham and with their visit they brought the news Abraham and Sarah had been waiting 24 years 
for.  But they were in town for another reason too as we will begin to see in the remaining verses of Genesis 18.

Genesis 18:16-19 - The LORD’s Favorable View Of Abraham

Can you imagine the LORD thinking to himself “I wonder if I should involve _____ (your name here) in my plans 
for the universe.  Yeah, they are special one and I see in them the heart I long for, so yeah, I’m going to let them 
in the inner circle of Universal Sovereign Affairs.”  That’s essentially what happens here for Abraham.  God has 
plans regarding Sodom and Gomorrah (as we will learn in verse 20).

God chooses to invite Abraham into his will and plans!  If only we knew about what God had planned for the future 
or had inside information into his heart towards the world!?  (Oh wait, we do too! That’s kind of cool to think 
about isn’t it?)

Genesis 18:20-22 - The LORD Informs Abraham Of His Plans

What is going through your mind after hearing the LORD tell you this news?  Abraham seems to have a only moments 
to process this news.  What does he say?  How does he respond?  Does he even speak?

The phrase “outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah” implies their evil deeds crying out to the LORD, perhaps in a personified 
way, or perhaps because of their evil affliction on other people who “cried out” to to heaven for rescue.  The LORD 
(through his angelic representative) is going to check on the city to see how evil it really is.  This seems like an 
odd move for the omniscient God - but it is the manner He is choosing to engage with the people of his creation, 
specifically the citizens of these two cities.  (And reminds us of how the LORD did this in another record of 
judgment, the tower of Babel).

We won’t read this until chapter 19, but God’s decision to send the angels to the city itself will prove to incite 
some of Sodom and Gomorrah’s greatest evil, leading to punishment which will be historic.

Genesis 18:23-26 - Abraham Appeals For The Cities

We wondered above what would go through our minds in such an instance, and here we see what was going through 
Abraham’s.  Wow.  Abraham appeals to the LORD on behalf of the cities of sin.  Abraham concludes that judgment is 
coming to Sodom and Gomorrah and asks the LORD to spare the cities on behalf of the righteous who may be dwelling 
in their midst.
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Abraham makes an incredible request, appealing to Yahweh as “the judge of all the earth” who will surely “deal justly” 
(18:25).  And the LORD agrees!  If God can find 50 people in the city who are righteous, he will spare the whole city!

This teaches us an important principle that there are times when God will withhold judgment upon sin because of the 
lives of the righteous.  This is part of the judge of all the earth doing what is just.  Through Abraham’s request of 
the LORD, he will learn this about the LORD.

Genesis 18:27-33 - Abraham Continues His Appeal

Q - What do you make of this exchange between Abraham and the LORD?

Ironically, perhaps Abraham knows about the citizens of Sodom (we’ll learn in chapter 19 that Abraham’s nephew Lot 
lives there still).  And as such he makes additional requests for God’s mercy upon the cities at gradually 
decreasing numbers of righteous people.  From 50 to 45 to 40 to 30 to 20 and eventually resting at 10.

In this entire exchange Abraham is not coming to God with a “name and claim it” arrogance in his request, but in a 
humility that is still bold enough to ask such things.  His words like “I am dust and ashes”, “don’t be angry”, “I’ll  
only ask this one last thing…” etc speak to this. At the same time it speaks to Abraham’s understanding 
that he can approach the LORD with these things.  Though God has decreed certain truths and declarations, there 
are many times when there is flexibility to God’s way or timing in enacting his will.  And our prayers can move 
God’s hand and affect real events in history.  Abraham keeps asking, keeps seeking, keep knocking in this account, 
and God responds.

Abraham is called the father of faith - surely for his trust in the unseen promises of God over the course of his 
life - but this chapter gives us greater depth into why Abraham is held up as the patriarch and model for all who 
believe!  And we find many lessons to glean from these verses.

First, God saw in Abraham a man who would influence others.  The LORD chose him “so that he may command his children and 
his household after him (Genesis 18:19).”  Clearly this was a quality Abraham modeled and so the LORD knew Abraham would 
influence his own kids in addition to his “household.”  What a quality to possess.  A heart and desire to pass the ways of 
God on to our children and grandchildren - both biological - and those of the “household of faith”.

What are we passing on to the next generation?  Think about that for a moment.  What are we transfering to the younger 
people and children in our lives? Some things are passed on without us knowing - our likes, dislikes, passions, behaviors. 
 We may be passing on our way of dealing with conflict, our way of handling pressure and stress.  Our coping mechanisms.  
Is this the legacy we want to leave behind?

We have an opportunity to hand to the next generation a legacy of truth, faith, love.  We should not be discouraged as if 
we can only pass on perfection - certainly that was not true of Abraham.  But even in how we deal with our sins or 
failures, we can teach our “children” the way of the LORD.  Doctrinal truth needs to be taught, but Christ-likeness needs 
to be taught too.  Bible verses must be shared, but Biblical-characteristics must be modeled.
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God saw in Abraham a man he could count on to pass on the ways of God to the next generation.  (God didn’t just think it 
was Sarah’s job either).  This quality in Abraham was obvious that it influenced God’s decision to share heavenly insider 
news regarding Sodom and Gomorrah which ultimately lead to Abraham’s intercession for the cities.  There are watching eyes 
and listening ears all around us.  Can these little ones look to your example or would you encourage them to find another? 
Are you someone that God can count on to teach the next generation to “keep the way of the LORD” or does God need to look 
for someone else?  

Second, Abraham’s heart for Sodom and Gomorrah is remarkable.  These cities are historically the epitome of evil and darkness and 
yet when Abraham hears that the LORD plans to judge them, Abraham humbly appeals to the LORD for their salvation.  Remember, 
Abraham’s request wasn’t just to spare the few righteous that might be in the city - but to spare the whole city!

He pleads with God for the most evil of the land.  He begs God to spare the worst sinners.  What a heart! Oh that the LORD 
would give us the heart of Abraham for our neighbors and for the nations!  For the unloving spouse - God, show them your 
mercy! For the hurtful parent - God, show them your mercy!  For the angry boss and the lazy co-worker - God, show them 
your mercy!  For the rude neighbor - God, show them your mercy!  For the different political view - God, show them your 
mercy!  For the different religious adherent - God, show them your mercy!  For the LGBT community - God show them your 
mercy!  For the immigrant and refugee - God show them your mercy!  For the prisoner, for the stranger, for the different, 
for the rich, for the poor - God, show them your mercy!

May we not just repeat that refrain and give mental acknowledgment to the command to love enemies and do good (action) to 
those who hate us - let us have the heart of Abraham who genuinely pleaded with the LORD on their behalf with a passion and 
heart that moved God’s hand!  Abraham had a love for God and a love for people (remember this region was part of the place 
Abraham had rescued during the war in chapter 14, even though their king was rude and ungrateful for Abraham’s help).

And yet we find this such a hard thing to model in our day as Christians.  Why is that so often true?  Consider this: 
Abraham has a heart for God and a heart for people yet he knows nothing of the sacrificial life and death of Jesus.  He has 
no idea that Jesus went to the cross for sinners and forgave those who had done evil and rebelled against God?  He knows 
nothing about the power of the holy spirit - working supernatural love and grace in the hearts of the followers of Jesus. 
 He knows nothing about the book of Romans and all that Christ has accomplished.  He knows nothing about the resurrection 
of Jesus and how evil has been defeated and evil people, evil forces and Satan himself hold no power over us.  And yet there 
is ignorant, Old Testament, Hebrew Abraham loving and acting and praying in ways most of us only say “yeah, I know I 
should do that but it’s really hard.”  What’s hard is to imagine Abraham’s ability to do this in light of what he lacked and 
how we refuse to do this with all we have at our disposal.

Child of God, don’t sell yourself short.  You can do what God has called you to do.  You can be what God has called you to 
be.  But faith is what will determine this being true or not.  Faith in yourself says “this is hard, I can’t”.  Faith in God 
says “this is hard, I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  It is God who wants to work in and through the 
willing man and woman of faith.  The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were interceded for by Abraham, but it was God who did 
the work, because of Abraham.  That’s all that it takes.  And you and I are already ready for our task.
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