
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 14
Abram and Lot have seperated. Lot heads towards green pasture near Sodom and Abram walks with God towards Canaan.  In the 
land of Canaan, God expands his initial promise to Abram and shows him that the land of Canaan is the land God is giving to 
him.

Though the primary focus of our current chapters in Genesis is on Abram and his relationship with the LORD, lets not forget 
that he is part of a larger community that is not building altars and hearing messages from God. We saw in Genesis 12 how 
the world around Abram was acting, when it almost seemed like a given that the men of Egypt were going to kill Abram to get 
marital access to Sarai.  Right from the jump of Genesis 14, we will again discover the larger world that is literally at war 
with each other.

In a few moments we’re going to read a list of names and places most of us have never heard. We’ll meet warring kings of 
kingdoms long forgotten. As we read the chapter it almost feels like it is an interruption to the beautiful Abrahamic story. 
 It feels that way because that’s exactly what it is!  We’ll hopefully glean our lessons for today from this very unfamiliar 
story with an all too familiar feel.

Genesis 14:1-12

A large regional conflict ensues between the kings of the regions of the Middle East. The text mentions 5 cities in 
the land of Canaan that rebel against 4 kings from Mesopotamia who had been ruling over them.  The clash of these 
kings happens first in the “Valley Of Siddim” (v. 8).  While the fighting happens, the group of 5 kings who had 
rebelled retreat and get stuck in some tar pits making their escape a much stickier situation.  So the Mesopotamian 
kings (the group of 4) begins to plunder Sodom and Gomorrah.

As they take good and supplies, they also take people, presumably to be slaves.  One of the residents of Sodom they 
capture is Lot!  And it is in that moment that this very confusing and disconnected story becomes relevant to us.  

Here’s how the NLT tells it:

Genesis 14:10-12 (NLT) - As it happened, the valley of the Dead Sea was filled with tar pits. And as the 
army of the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into the tar pits, while the rest escaped into the 
mountains. 11 The victorious invaders then plundered Sodom and Gomorrah and headed for home, taking with 
them all the spoils of war and the food supplies. 12 They also captured Lot-- Abram's nephew who lived in 
Sodom-- and carried off everything he owned.

Genesis 14:13-16 - Abram Rescues Lot
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Abram hears about Lot’s capture from one of Lot’s men that was able to escape. Abram puts together a defense force from 
amongst his men and pursues the armies that captured Lot.  Not only does Abram manage to get Lot back, but he defeated the 
opposition, chases them out of Canaan and gets all of the stuff back!

Genesis 14:16 (NLT) - Abram recovered all the 
goods that had been taken, and he brought 
back his nephew Lot with his possessions and 
all the women and other captives.

Though the text doesn’t specifically cite this, 
the truth is clear: God is certainly with 
Abram! 5 kings of Canaan can’t stop the 4 
kings of Mesopotamia yet Abram and his crew 
can!  God’s favor is on Abram and the promise 
that God would bless and curse those who 
blessed or cursed Abram is being seen in 
action through this record.

Genesis 14:17-20 - Abram Honors God

Following the victory, Abram returns the 
goods to the kings of Canaan.  One of the 
kings of this region is not previously 
mentioned in the records until now - 
Melchizedek, the king of Salem.  Genesis 14:18 
tells us that Melchizedek, along with being a 
king was a “priest of God Most High (Hebrew: 
El Elyon).  Salem is a city in Canaan which 
will later be a Jebusite city called 
“Jerusalem”.

Melchizedek is a unique character in this 
story because he is a king and a priest, an 
unusual combination not only for this time in 
Biblical history but any time in Biblical 
history.  It is also interesting that 
Melchizedek is not a pagan priest but a priest 
of “God Most High”, identified as the 
“possessor of heaven and earth” (14:19) and 
the God of Abram (14:19).

There are other symbols here that 
have spiritual significance to 
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believers later in Scripture, specifically the presence of bread and wine (14:18) and Abram practice of giving a 
“tenth” of all (the first instance of a “tithe”). Why the bread and wine?  Why did Abram do this?  Where does 
Melchizedek come from?  Where does he go? How does he know about God Most High?  Speculation abounds and some 
clarity comes from New Testament teachings (see Hebrews 5-7) but for our purposes in Genesis, we don’t know any 
more than what we have in the text.  Here is some of what the ESV Study Bible says:

“Melchizedek (which means “king of righteousness”) generously provides a meal for the returning victors. 
Salem is possibly a shortened version of “Jerusalem” (see Ps. 76:2) and is related to shalom, the Hebrew 
word for “peace” (see Heb. 7:2). He was priest of God Most High. Although very little is known about 
Melchizedek, he provides an interesting example of a priest-king linked to Jerusalem. There appears to have 
been an expectation that later kings of Jerusalem should resemble him (see Ps. 110:4).”

One additional point about Abram’s actions - he responds to Melchizedek’s kindness and blessing with generosity and 
a sacrificial gift (a tenth of all the goods he received) to honor God.

Genesis 14:21-24 - Abram Is God’s Man

The King of Sodom meets with Abram (who just got all of the king’s stuff back!) and shows no gratitude or thanks 
but just demands “give the people to me and you and keep the goods”.  Yet Abram gives both back to him because he 
seems to want no connection to the king of Sodom, because of his allegiance to God.

In a moment where Abram could have definitely “made a name for himself” he continues to show humility and grace 
and reliance on the God who said to Abram “I will make your name great” (Genesis 12:2).  Abram is living in the 
land that God has promised to give to him as his own possession yet he acting like a pilgrim in that land.  He is 
relying on God to provide for him and his family and is intentional to not align himself with the kings, rulers and 
nations of the land in which he lives.

As we tidy up this chapter, let’s pause to reflect on some of the lessons of Genesis 14.  Genesis 14 is a bit confusing, hard to 
follow and filled with interesting (and weird) encounters.  What can we glean from such a chapter?  Let’s give it a shot by 
tying it together back with what we looked at as we began.

The Bible is a sacred and divinely inspired text.  Yet, that does not mean it is just a trite religious document filled with 
“holier than thou” stories and little piths of wise moral sayings.  The Bible is the real deal.  Genesis 14 is a mess of a 
chapter.  The patriarch of faith, Abram has to go to war against and with pagan kings to save his nephew. This whole 
regional conflict for our purposes comes out of nowhere, but in real time had been brewing for some time (v. 4 - “in the 13th 
year they rebelled…”).

At the start of our look at this chapter, I mentioned that the story feels like an “interruption” to our story with Abram 
because it is an interruption to our story with Abram.  The inclusion of this account in the text gives us reason to love God 
and the Bible even more - here’s why:

Our lives of faith are not one moment of divine encounter followed by another divine encounter followed by divine encounter. 
 Our lives are filled with “interruptions” to those encounters with God.  We draw close to God, have clarity to big questions 
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or problems as we read the Bible, receive wisdom for our days through the spirit, enter sweet hours of prayer and praise, and 
then we have to drive the kids to school, talk to the other guys in the shipyard, shovel the snow, navigate a barrage of 
questionable entertainment options on the TV, and somehow pay the mortgage this month.

We do not live in faith-bubbles, world’s where the only people around us are kind, encouraging, helpful and compatible.  Have 
you noticed?

Our lives are much more like Genesis 13-14.  Great moments of communion with God and then world wars break out and you have 
to go bail out your (probably foolish) nephew.  Many wrongly look at the men and women of Scripture and think they had some 
advantage over us.  God spoke to them, angels visited them and they lived in better and much simpler worlds - of course they 
were able to be who they were - if only it was like that for us.

Well 21st century saint, don’t be so quick to be so simple minded.  We live in just as complicated and evil of a world as they 
did yet God speaks to us daily through his word and we have been visited by the risen Jesus.  They didn’t live in faith-bubbles. 
Abram meets with God in Genesis 13 and is surrounded by military mess in Genesis 14.  And yet he remains faithful, keeps his 
integrity, protects his loved ones and honors God in heart and action.

This is the picture of a life of faith that the Scripture actually paints.  This side of glory, we live in the messy world that 
interrupts our desired circumstances day by day.  There is no such thing as a faith-bubble. We can and should surround 
ourselves with good and Godly influences and people and practices - but somehow the world still pops in and forces us to 
respond, just as these warring kings popped Abram’s little bubble - forcing him to deal with their mess.

So, our lives in relationship with God, are not about avoiding as many messy situations as we can (though we should avoid 
them where we can) - it is more about living by faith in and through those messy interruptions in our lives.  Too many 
Christians fold and get frustrated or flustered when interruptions arise in their days and lives.  Why?  Whose story are we 
reading? 

Acts 14:22 (NLT) - (Paul and Barnabas) encouraged them to continue in the faith, reminding them that we must 
suffer many hardships to enter the Kingdom of God.

2 Timothy 3:12 - Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

1 Peter 4:12 (CSB) - Dear friends, don't be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among you to test you as if 
something unusual were happening to you.

1 John 3:13 - Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.

The term “interruption” implies that life is supposed to go a certain way and then it doesn’t because of these “interruptions”. 
 Let us recognize that “interruptions” the many and varied ones we encounter every day are probably have a better term that 
they should be identified by.   Biblically speaking, rather than calling these interruptions “interruptions” we should call 
this very common experience - “living life”. And as we “live life” and encounter these interruptions we, like Abram, will stay 
faithful, obedient and dependant on God Most High.
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