
Noon Bible Study: Galatians 2
When we left off in Galatians 1 we read how Paul was giving his “resume” of sorts to validate his claim that the gospel he preached to 
the Galatians was truth from God - and as such, anything or anyone differing from that message, was wrong, and to be “accursed (1:8-
9).”  He reminds the Galatians that he didn’t hear the message from Christ and then go and consult with other leaders or join himself to 
already established teachers or preachers - Christ spoke the gospel to Paul and Paul spent the next number of years digesting and 
embracing that message.

This defense from Paul was also designed to be a challenge to anyone who might be preaching a “different” gospel. Paul is rhetorically 
challenging his opponents with: “here’s how I learned the gospel, how about you?”

Galatians 2:1-10 - Paul Meets With Apostles

After 14 years Paul goes back to Jerusalem and brings Barnabas and Titus.  Paul had largely avoided Jerusalem and only briefly 
met with disciples and apostles from there up to this point.

Here’s a refresher of who Barnabas was. Flashback to the first few years of the church in Acts:

Acts 4:33-37 - And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
abundant grace was upon them all. 34 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or 
houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales 35 and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be 
distributed to each as any had need. 36 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the 
apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement), 37 and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles' feet.

Barnabas was a Levite, which meant he and his family would have been involved in the religious services at the Temple in 
Jerusalem. He was (formerly) a devoted man to the Mosaic/Jewish law. He is now Paul’s fellow laborer, bringing the gospel to the 
Gentiles and arguing against Gentile Christians’ need to keep the Jewish Law.

Titus on the other hand was a Gentile with Greek heritage (opah!). He comes from an entirely different background as Barnabas 
(and Paul) and yet is their fellow worker in the gospel. Titus would be a significant figure in the Corinthian Churches, serving 
as a go between between Paul and the Corinthians. Paul will also write a letter to Titus which will be included in the New 
Testament.

So this is Paul’s traveling crew: himself a former Pharisee spreading the gospel of Jesus the Messiah with a Jewish Levite and a 
Gentile Greek.

When Paul arrives in Jerusalem, he first meets with leaders of the church to make sure that the message he was preaching was in 
agreement with the message they were preaching.  He did this in private so as to not cause controversy and out of humility to the 
fact that in some sense up until this point he had been independent of the centralized church (loosely speaking) (2:2).
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When he meets with the church leaders (who he will eventually cite as Jesus’ brother James, Peter (aka Cephas) & John), they 
rejoice that God had been at work in and through Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles. It seemed that some of the apostles were 
commissioned to preach to the Jews (Peter) while Paul and his companions were serving the Gentiles (v. 7).

However, while in Jerusalem they encounter what Paul calls “false brethren” (v. 4) who were “secretly brought in”, and “sneaked 
in” to “spy”! These people are likely similar to the opposition that Paul had already been facing throughout the journey.  But 
because of the great welcome that the apostles gave to Paul and the encouragement that they all had in the fact that God was 
working, the opposition did not deter the church and her unity.

Before we move on, it’s interesting to observe how Paul speaks of these leading figures in the church. He honors them but isn’t in 
awe of them.  He observes who appears to be the leaders (James, Peter & John who had a reputation of being “pillars”, v. 9) and is 
grateful for their partnership yet doesn’t appear to be star struck.

v. 6 - “Those who were in high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality.”)

He’s eager to work together for the purposes of the gospel and caring for those in the church in need. He knows that at the end of 
the day even James, Peter (Cephas) & John are just men.  In fact, he’s going to experience this first hand.

Galatians 2:11-14 - Hypocrisy Confronted

While Paul wasn’t star struck by the leaders of the Jerusalem church, that wasn’t the case about everyone. Paul retells to the 
entire Galatian audience about a time when men sent from James arrive in Antioch. Apparently when these Jewish believers arrived, 
some of Paul’s associates (including even Barnabas!) started isolating themselves amongst disciples of Jewish background.

They wanted to be liked by these men and rather than integrating them into their diverse and united community of Jew & Gentile, 
they resorted to old practices of keeping the two groups separate.  

Part of the confrontation that Paul describes is that he publicly called out Peter who was joining them in this behavior. Paul 
saw a change in Peter once these Jewish men arrived.  Peter began to “withdraw” and “hold himself aloof” (v. 12) out of fear of 
what these other men thought.

Paul did not simply address this based on personal offense or irritation but based on the gospel itself.  The gospel announces 
that we are saved and freed by having faith in what Christ has done - the keeping of the law is not required to make one right 
with God.  The Gentiles were hearing and experiencing this - but then were confused by Peter and others returning to the 
practices of the law (specifically regarding eating).

Paul asks - which is it going to be?!  The standard of God must apply to all those who have turned to Christ. We either keep the 
law or not.  Peter had already agreed that the keeping of the law was not needed, yet let his concern for what others thought 
shape his behavior.

As a result, he was separating himself from the very family that God had just called him to love and serve.

It doesn’t seem like Peter withdrew because he was convinced Biblically that he shouldn’t eat with Gentiles anymore.  No, it was 
his “fear” of the opinion and criticism of these other men. Peter made behavioral decisions because of emotional pressure. He made 
choices in his own life because of what other people might think about him.
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And as a result of this poor decision making he ends up being hypocritical and separating himself from his spiritual family and 
God’s will.  We would do well to consider how we slowly compromise what we believe or how we behave because of fear and the 
opinion of others.

Proverbs 29:25 - The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.

Proverbs 29:25 (NLT) - Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the LORD means safety.

Galatians 2:15-21 - The Rest Of Paul’s Appeal To Peter (and to us)

Paul appeals to Peter that even though they are both Jewish (and that was a good thing in many ways), what makes them right 
with God has little to do with their Jewish-ness.  Paul warns that if he, or Peter return to the law, they are in danger of 
nullifying the work that Christ did to reconcile them with God.  For if they start to gain favor from God by keeping the Law (even 
if just to impress others), they are implying that what Jesus did on the cross was not enough!

Galatians 2:21 (NLT) - I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could make us right with 
God, then there was no need for Christ to die.

Paul declares that he has been “crucified with Christ” and now that old person, that old way of living is dead.  And as Christ 
has risen to new life, so  now Paul and all those who belong to Jesus Christ live a new life - a life that is lived by faith.

He’s speaking to Peter, but he’s speaking to the Galatians through the situation with Peter. Remember, the challenge the 
Galatians have gotten into is that they are returning to the Law and thinking that their obedience to it is what God wants.  
They have been duped by “some who are disturbing (them) and want to distort the gospel of Christ (1:7).”

And so why does Paul share this private encounter with the great apostle Peter?  Because if he’s susceptible to turning back to 
the old way of living, then these common folk in Galatia certainly are too.  Ironically in this letter so far, Paul doesn’t take a 
lot of stock in other people or the “big names” of the church but then uses one of the biggest names of the church to warn them 
about what could happen to them.

And that’s where Paul will leave his bio-story and timeline for now because he has established himself at this point as a credible witness 
to the truth and bolsters his cred by talking about all he has done to ensure that he is on the right page with God first, and with the 
other church leaders who might have some weight and name recognition to the Galatian Christians.  He even lets them in on a personal and 
tense moment between two of Jesus’ apostles to illustrate that the simplicity of the gospel is at stake in this moment.  As we turn 
towards Chapter 3, Paul is going to lay the hammer down on his case by asking some tough and pointed questions and citing some well-
known Biblical passages to bolster his word.  But we’ll pause here for now.

A few points of reflection from this chapter. As we discussed earlier, we should walk away with some things to ponder about our fear of 
what other people think and how that might be influencing our decisions more than God’s word does.  We want to admit where that might 
happening and address that with our Father in Heaven.  Jesus pointedly reminds us:

"Dear friends, don't be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot do any more to you after that. 5 But I'll tell 
you whom to fear. Fear God, who has the power to kill you and then throw you into hell. Yes, he's the one to fear. 6 "What is the 
price of five sparrows-- two copper coins? Yet God does not forget a single one of them. 7 And the very hairs on your head are 
all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows. (Luke 12:4-7, NLT)
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There is a distinction between caring for others and caring what others think. This doesn’t mean we become reckless and offensive because 
“who cares”, but it does mean we do what we do for God and not for people, even those who we respect and love.

Secondly, we are reminded that it’s only faith in Christ that saves. I would imagine most of us aren’t struggling with whether or not we 
should keep the Law of Moses. I think most of us rejoice in the fact that we come to Christ “just as we are”. (and besides, most of us 
reading this are Gentiles so we never lived in a world that included the Mosaic law as a way to honor and worship God).

And so while keeping kosher and making sacrifices might not be a temptation for us, we too should be on guard against anything that we 
might be doing to gain God’s approval.  Church service, giving money, reading the Bible, posting Bible verses or other quotes on social 
media, volunteering, attending Church services or home fellowships, getting rid of secular music or entertainment, honoring our pastors 
and leaders, visiting the sick, giving to the poor, doing evangelism or missionary work - ALL GOOD AND GREAT THINGS - none of which save 
us or keep us forgiven.  Those things can be (and likely ought to be) from the overflow of our love for God and also spiritual practices 
which help us stay connected to God and walking by the spirit. But they do not save us.

The work of Jesus Christ plus nothing equals everything.

We now live for him and by his power and guided by his words and example because he is a good savior who has purchased us for God, and 
who worthy of our devotion.
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