
Noon Bible Study: Ezra 2
Ezra 2:1 - Purpose Of Chapter 2

Chapter 2 highlights the people who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. 

Before we dive in to this exciting chapter, let’s first think about a few things which may be helpful as we read.  Here 
are a few things I endeavor to keep in mind when reading Biblical sections which have long genealogies or listings of 
items.

1 - Do I recognize anyone?
2 - Do I recognize anything?
3 - Try and picture items/things/places described
4 - Keep an eye on cross-references

Ezra 2:2 - The Leaders

Zerubbabel will be one of two main characters in our story at the beginning of Ezra.  He is the governmental leader of 
the returning people.  Jeshua is the other main character.  He is the high priest and will serve as the religious leader 
of the people.  Zerubbabel’s name means “begotten in Babylon” and Jeshua is the same name as Joshua and our English 
equivalent of “Jesus” which means “Yahweh is salvation”.  How appropriately these two men are named for this time.

Other familiar names in this verse are not who you might think they are.  Nehemiah listed here is not the Nehemiah of the 
book of Nehemiah and Mordecai is not the Mordecai related to Queen Esther.  We know this mostly because of the dating 
of the return to Jerusalem versus the later time when the more famous Nehemiah and Mordecai lived.

Ezra 2:3-35 - The People Who Return

Ezra 2:36-42 - The Priests & Levites Who Return

Ezra 2:43-58 - Additional Temple Officials & Servants

v. 43-54 - The temple servants: the phrase “temple servants” is from a Hebrew word that predominantly only appears in 
 Ezra & Nehemiah. They are apparently another branch of temple workers, but not priests or Levites.  Ezra 8:20 
describes them the following way:

Ezra 8:20 (NLT) - The Temple servants were assistants to the Levites-- a group of Temple workers first 
instituted by King David and his officials. 
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v. 55–58 - The sons of Solomon’s servants: this designation “may be connected with foreigners whom Solomon originally 
drafted for building the temple (1 Kings 9:20–21). They are numbered here along with the temple servants, and like them 
are not regarded as slaves. Presumably they all returned voluntarily from Babylon. (ESV Study Bible, Ezra 2:55-58)

I love that in the chronicling of the people returning there is a notable inclusion of those people who were going to 
help re-establish the proper worship of the LORD.  From priests to levites to singers, this chapter highlights not just 
people returning to their ancestral homeland, but people returning to their land to return to worshipping their God.  

This reminds us of the reason for their return from exile and original rescue from slavery:

Exodus 7:16 - "You (Moses) shall say to him (Pharoah), 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, 
saying, "Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness. But behold, you have not listened until 
now."

It’s a new day and a new chance for God’s people to live for Him after a season of trial.  We will see how it goes in the 
chapters that follow.

Ezra 2:59-63 - Who’s Who? (With No Ancestry.com To Help)

This gives us some insight into the real life challenges that would be faced by a people expelled from their land for 70 
years.  Certainly in the Babylonian siege many people died and records were destroyed.

“This section considers the legitimacy of claims to citizenship and membership in the priesthood. whether they 
belonged to Israel. It was important in this returning community to establish credentials. People were coming 
back after a long exile to claim inheritance and property. In the case of priests, it was paramount that only 
those with the correct pedigree should officiate at the altar. Such claims needed evidence, and the record 
inevitably contained gaps. The claims entered here are not permanently refused, but held over, pending further 
inquiry.” (ESV Study Bible, Ezra 2:59)

The Urim and the Thummim were the special, sacred and spiritual elements that the high priest was instructed to use to 
make decisions at various times.  One would have the answer of “no” and the other “yes” and God promised to use these 
items to give answers through the High Priest.  It was not gambling or witchcraft - it was an ordained way the LORD 
would speak to the nation.  The people would wait for the Urim and Thummim to be reconstructed before an answer to 
this ancestry question would be given. (you can read more about Urim and Thummim in Exodus 28)

Ezra 2:64-67 - Summary & Totals

42,360 Total Citizens
7,337 Servants
200 Singers
736 Horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, 6,720 donkeys

Ezra 2:68-70 - Arriving At Jerusalem
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Ezra 2:69 (NLT) - and each leader gave as much as he could. The total of their gifts came to 61,000 gold coins, 6,250 
pounds of silver, and 100 robes for the priests.

61,000 darics of gold = about 1,100 pounds in weight. 
5,000 minas = over 6000 pounds of silver 

This initial act of the returning leaders is very telling.  They appear eager and zealous to get the temple back in 
order.  They don’t hoard the resources (that they likely received from the Persian people as they left) but put them 
immediately to the work of God’s house.  The text indicated they “offered willingly” for the house of God (v. 68).  They 
are ready to leave their old lives behind and begin again in Jerusalem.  Such zeal and practical evidence of it is 
glorious! 

We live in a society that due to corruption and sinful people, the people of God at times are hesitant to “offer willingly” for 
God’s work.  We think about how churches have mismanaged money and supported hypocritical leaders and their lavish (and 
disgusting) lifestyles.  We wonder if we give to missionaries whether or not they will take the money for themselves.  We 
hesitate to give to relief organizations because we’re unsure if the people who “really need the money” will get it.  We look at 
the sign-holding person on the street corner and assume our pocket change will be used for nefarious things.  And then of 
course if we give in a sacrificial way, will we have enough to provide for our own needs?  These are real and reasonable 
quandaries.

But the casualty of these doubts, whether founded or not, is the people of God’s zeal to “offer willinging” gets quenched.  We 
talk ourselves out of giving generously and sit and wait for a perfect scenario...one which does not always come.  I point these 
realities out not to encourage foolishness or wastefulness - but to get each of us, (myself surely included) to think.  To think 
about our heart towards giving and contributing to the work God is doing on the earth through people and churches and 
organizations.  And to think about the level we are at on the “offered willingly” scale.

Some final thoughts:  Most Bible readers would agree that chapters like Ezra 2 are tough.  Names and numbers, people and 
places can make a text which is already difficult seem nearly impossible.  One might be tempted to skip over chapters like this 
and get to the “good stuff” and the stories.  Commands and poems and epics and miracles are much more enjoyable to read.  We 
can hardly pronounce the names, we don’t always see the connection of these names to the bigger Biblical story.

Who were the sons of Azgad mentioned of Ezra 2:12?  Who was the temple servant named Hasupha mentioned in verse 43?  Why does 
Pochereth-hazzabaim (v. 57) have such a long name? Why couldn’t we just call him Po-Hazz?  Why keep track of who was the son 
of this one or that one?  What difference does it make that so and so lived in such and such?  These are reasonable questions to 
ask.  And I don’t know all of the ins and outs or answers to these questions.

But here is what I do know.  Genealogies and census data are important to God because people are important to God.  He includes 
these names because they represent lives and families that he has taken note of, and has ensured they are preserved so we can 
take note of them too.  These names are important because these people are important - and their presence in the text can be 
something we skip over to get to the “good part” or we can consider that their names - hard as they are to read and say - 
speak to the fact that the God of the universe knows and cares about each person.  That’s pretty neat.  And that makes Ezra 2 
pretty neat too!

NO NEXT 2 WEEKs
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