
Noon Bible Study: Ephesians 5 

Ephesians 5:1-2 - Summary statement of “living the new way” = be imitators of God as beloved children, walk in love, just as 

Christ has loved you. 

 

- imitators of God = do the same thing, model 

- “You look just like your Father”, “You act just like your Father”, etc. 

 

Ephesians 5:3-6 - improper behavior for saints/holy ones and children 

 

immorality - This general term (Gk. porneia) covers all sexual sins, including adultery, fornication, homosexuality, etc. 

impurity -  the quality or state of being impure. an unwanted substance that is found in something else and that prevents 

it from being pure 

greed - is a jealous longing for what others possess 

         not named among you 

 

no filthiness - obscene. disgusting to the senses.  very offensive in usually a shocking way 

no silly talk - foolish talking,  

no coarse jesting - rude (coarse) something said or done to cause laughter 

 

not fitting 

 rather = giving of thanks 

 

Seriousness of this: “no immoral or impure person, or covetous man (who is an idolater) has an inheritance in the kingdom 

of Christ and God. 

 

v. 6 - “don’t let anyone deceive you”  This must raise our awareness that there is a potential for deception on this issue. 

within the church: holiness, lifestyle, “walk” doesn’t matter, “God loves us” etc 

 deception is effective when it is close to the truth/original 

 “sons of disobedience” vs. “beloved children” of 5:1 

 

Ephesians 5:7-17 - Awake & walking in the light 

 

partakers: to take part in or experience something along with others (Merriam-Webster’s) 

 v. 11 – Q - what does this look like in your life? 
 v. 12 - seriousness 

 

Ephesians 5:18-21 - More on new way of living 
 v. 18 - don’t get drunk → be filled with the spirit 

 v. 19 - keep your mind and heart focused on God by talking/singing praise 

 v. 20 - give thanks for all things 
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Ephesians 5:22-6:9 - New Way In Relationships 

 

Ephesians 5:22-33 - New way to be husband & wife 

   

Old Way         New Way 

 

 

 

Ephesians 6:1-4 - New way to be a child & parent 

 

Old Way         New Way 

 

 

 

Ephesians 6:5-9 - New Way To Work 

 

Old Way         New Way 

 

 

 

 

“It is estimated that slaves (or bondservants) composed about one-third of the population of a city like Ephesus. They were 

considered an integral part of a family, so Paul’s instructions for bondservants were a natural part of his dealing with family 

relationships. In both Greek and Roman culture, bondservants had limited rights and were subject to exploitation and abuse. Paul 

does not condone the existing system of servitude but instead provides instructions to believing masters and bondservants regarding 

their relationship to each other in the Lord, and how this should be lived out within the bounds of their social and legal culture. 

The result, as is often observed, is that this kind of servitude slowly died out in antiquity through the influence of Christianity” 

(ESV Study Bible Eph 6:5)”.  We can apply these principles to our work/authority relationships in our cultural context. 

 

 We should hold these characteristics up to ourselves like a mirror to assess how firmly we are 

embracing the new way.  Our temptation will be to hold this mirror up to our spouse, parents, 

children, employer etc and thus excuse ourselves from living the new way based on how well they are 

living the new way.  That is not what Christianity is all about. 

 

 Remember our motivation is based on Ephesians 2:1-10 
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