
Noon Bible Study: Acts 9 (Part 1) 
Acts 9:1-9 - Saul Meets Jesus 

Saul - cp. Acts 8:3 - But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and 

dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison. 

 

Significance of Damascus - Damascus was 135 miles (217 km) northeast of Jerusalem, a six-day 

journey by foot. Settled as early as the second millennium b.c., Damascus was an oasis on the 

border of the Arabian desert and on the main route from Mesopotamia to Egypt. The Nabatean 

king Aretas IV maintained an ethnarch (i.e., governor) in Damascus (2 Cor. 11:32). Although the 

modern city of Damascus stands atop the ancient remains, one can still see the “street called 

Straight” (Acts 9:11) running east to west with its East Gate and monumental arch. Also visible 

are the ancient theater and the concentric courts of its temple to Jupiter (now replaced by a 

mosque). Jewish presence in Damascus (assumed by the mention of synagogues in vv. 2, 20) is 

confirmed in Josephus’s record that many thousands of Jewish people were killed in Damascus 

during the time of the First Jewish Revolt (a.d. 66–73; see Jewish War 2.559–561). (ESV Study 

Bible note on Acts 9:3) 

 

Acts 9:10-19a - Ananias & Saul 

v. 10 - Ananias was a disciple (already) in Damascus.  The gospel had either reached 

Damascus or perhaps Ananias was a convert from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 9:19b-22 - Saul proclaiming Jesus as son of God 

 Saul had a knowledge of the Scripture and now had experienced the power of God as well. 

 

Acts 9:23-25 - Saul’s life threatened. Saul’s escape. 
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 v. 23 - “...many days had elapsed” 

Galatians 1:11-24 - additional details of story. 

 

Saul immediately started to declare that Jesus was the 

“son of God” (Acts 9:19-20). Then he took up to 3 years 

away from the world to sort things out.  Then after that 

period he returns to Jerusalem and meets with disciples 

for the first time. 

 

Map Key - As Paul approached Damascus to arrest 

followers of the Way, Jesus appeared to him (1). 

Galatians 1:17 makes it clear that soon after this Paul 

spent time in Arabia (2, 3) before going to meet church 

leaders in Jerusalem (4). When some believers learned of 

a plot to kill Paul in Jerusalem, they took him to 

Caesarea, and he returned to his hometown of Tarsus (5). 

 

Saul’s conversion recounted 

Acts 22:3-21      Acts 26:2-18 

 

Acts 9:26-30 - Saul’s introduction to disciples 

 v. 27 - Barnabas (Acts 4:36-37) stands up for Saul. 

 

Acts 9:31 - Result of Saul’s conversion 
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