
Noon Bible Study: Acts 6 & 7 
Acts 6:1-6 - Need arises, 7 men called 

- good reputation  - full of the spirit - full of wisdom 

 

v. 7 - “word of God kept spreading. Number of disciples continued to increase greatly in 

Jerusalem, a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith” 

 

Acts 6:8-15 - Stephen (one of the seven) speaking powerfully and performing great signs. 

 v. 11 - it was only through deceit that they were able to oppose him (cp. Acts 6:3) 

v. 14 - accusation: Jesus will destroy this place (Matthew 26:61) and alter customs which 

Moses handed down to us (Matthew 5:17-20) 

 

Acts 7:1-50 – Stephen’s Defense before the council 

v. 2-8 - Abraham (Genesis) 

v. 9-16 - Joseph & children of Israel in Egypt (Genesis) 

v. 17-42 - Moses (Exodus-Deuteronomy) 

v. 44-45 - Joshua (Deuteronomy & Joshua) 

v. 46-47 - David & Solomon (Samuel, Kings & Psalms) 

v. 48-50 - Isaiah (Isaiah) 

A major theme of Stephen’s defense is that the great men of faith in the OT were called by God, 

but often rejected by the people. 

v. 51 - "You men…are always resisting the Holy Spirit; 
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Acts 7:51-53 - Stephen turns towards council 

- Stephen turns from what the council would have theologically agreed with to a personal 

conviction of their role in opposing God.   

- At this stage in Acts this council would have heard that they were responsible for the 

rejection and death of Jesus multiple times! 

  Acts 2:22-24 - Peter to crowd on Pentecost 

Acts 3:13-23 - Peter to crowd after healing lame man in temple 

Acts 4:8-12 - Peter to high priest and council 

Acts 5:27-33 - Peter before the council 

 

Acts 7:54 - Council convicted 

Acts 7:54 (NLT) - The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen's accusation, and they 

shook their fists at him in rage. 

 

Acts 7:55-56 - Stephen see’s “glory of God & Jesus standing at right hand.” & said that outloud! 

Acts 7:57-60 - Council enraged.  Stephen chased out of city, stoned. 

 v. 58 – “laid aside their robes”. Saul” was holding their robes, enabling them to stone. 

 v. 59-60 - Stephen is first Christian martyr. 

- He appeals to Jesus as he is dying - He prays for forgiveness for those killing him! 

- Cp. This to what Jesus said on cross “Father into your hands I commit my spirit” 

(Luke 23:46) and “Forgive them Father (Luke 23:34) 

“Fell asleep” is Biblical language for death - because as Christians we believe in resurrection, 

so for us, death is like sleep - something we will one day wake up from. 
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