
Noon Bible Study: Acts 5 
Acts 4:32-37 – Church Life 

Acts 4:36-37 – Joseph, A Levite, called Barnabas by apostles 

- Facilitates Paul’s reception by the apostles after his conversion (Acts 9:27) 

- Paul’s Companion on 1st Missionary Journey (Acts 13:2) 

Acts 5:1-11 – Ananias & Sapphira 

Leviticus 9:22 - 10:3 - Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and 

he stepped down after making the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings.  

23 Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting. When they came out and blessed the people, 

the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people.  24 Then fire came out from before the LORD and 

consumed the burnt offering and the portions of fat on the altar; and when all the people saw 

it, they shouted and fell on their faces.  NAU Leviticus 10:1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 

Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and 

offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them.  2 And fire came out from 

the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.  3 Then Moses said to 

Aaron, "It is what the LORD spoke, saying, 'By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, 

And before all the people I will be honored.'" So Aaron, therefore, kept silent. 

v. 11 – Result: “great fear came over the whole church & over all who heard these things.” 

 

Acts 5:12-16 – The Lord continues to add to the church 

 - signs & wonders continue  - church/apostles gathering in area of temple 

 

Acts 5:17-33 – Conflict Continues with religious leaders 

 v. 33 – “cut to the quick” = convicted, enrgaged 
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Acts 5:34-42 – Gamaliel’s advice 

Gamaliel: grandson of Hillel (greatest Jewish teacher).  Held 

senior position in the highest Jewish ruling body in Jerusalem.  

Since Rabban Gamaliel the Elder died, there has been no more 

reverence for the law, and purity and piety died out at the 

same time". (Mishnah [oral traditions] - Sotah 15:18) 

v. 36-37 - Gamaliel cited two examples from Jewish history to support his basic argument that 

movements not backed by God always come to nothing. Both examples were failed movements, the 

first being that of a revolutionary named Theudas, and the second that of “Judas the Galilean” 

(v. 37), who is said to have come “after him.” Judas the Galilean is well known, having led a 

tax revolt in a.d. 6 (Josephus,Jewish Antiquities 18.23), and this is evidently the person to whom 

Gamaliel is referring. Although there is no historical record of the “Theudas” mentioned here 

(other than this statement by Gamaliel), most likely this “Theudas” was one of many otherwise 

unknown leaders of such movements following the death of Herod the Great in 4 b.c. (ESV Study 

Bible Note Acts 5:36) 

V. 40 – disciples beaten and ordered (again) not to speak in/of the name of Jesus. 

 

v. 40-42 – Apostles rejoiced in their suffering for Christ’s sake and “kept right on teaching 

and preaching Jesus as the Christ” 

Acts 5:41-42 (NLT) - The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them 

worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus.  42 And every day, in the Temple and from 

house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: "Jesus is the Messiah." 

To Consider: 

- When we receive resistance or pushback to the gospel, what do we do? 

- Disciples show us how to deal with opposition with confidence but remaining above 

reproach. 
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