
Noon Bible Study: Acts 4 
Acts 4:1-4 – Arrested, Brought Before Council. 

Acts 4:5-12 – Peter & John Before the elders 

v. 6 – Annas, (High Priest), Caiaphas, John & Alexander 

Under the Roman procurators three wealthy priestly families largely controlled the extremely 

important position of high priest. Annas (also known as “Ananus”) was the patriarch of one of 

these powerful families of high priests (cf. Acts 4:6). He served as high priest during a.d. 6–

15, and the high priesthood was subsequently held by five of his sons, including his son-in-law 

Caiaphas (see note on John 18:24). Annas’s past stature merited his continued designation as 

“high priest” (Acts 4:6), and even after his deposition he retained significant control over his 

family’s exercise of this position (so that Luke 3:2 can 

speak of “the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas”). 

Josephus mentions a monument of Annas (Jewish War 

5.506), which has been plausibly identified with a highly 

decorated tomb found near the Kidron Valley. (ESV Study 

Bible Note for John 18:13) 

Annas is designated as high priest. (Much like U.S. 

presidents, high priests seem to have retained their title for life.) He had served in that role 

earlier (a.d. 6–15) and was the controlling figure in the high-priestly circle, which may also 

explain why he is given the title here. His son-in-law Caiaphas was the official high priest at 

this time (serving a.d. 18–36), and Annas’s son John would serve in the role later (36–37). 

(ESV Study Bible Note for Acts 4:6) 

This is the same cast that “tried” Jesus just weeks/months ago. (And same Peter) 

Matthew 26:3-5 – Jewish Leaders 

Matthew 26:57-63, 69-75 – Peter 
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v. 11 – Quote From Psalm 118:22 

These verses use an image from ancient building practices (perhaps suggested by the 

newly built temple itself). The cornerstone is probably the large stone at the corner 

of the building’s foundation,...The builders are the wise and knowledgeable, and they 

have rejected some particular stone as unsuited for this purpose. They were wrong in 

their judgment. The psalm is likening Israel (and perhaps particularly the person who 

had suffered) to such a stone; the imperial powers had thought little of Israel, but 

God had chosen his people to be the cornerstone of his great plan for the world….The 

NT writers use this text (Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10–11;Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 

2:7) to indicate that the powerful figures who rejected Jesus (esp. the Jewish leaders) 

were no wiser than the world powers that thought so little of Israel. (ESV Study Bible 

Note from Psalm 118:22-23) 

 

Acts 4:13-22 – Council’s Reponse 

v. 13-14,16, 20 – Miracle made their preaching valid/hard to refute 

 v. 22 – age 20 age 40 = 7,300 days 

 

Acts 4:24-31 – prayer of believers 

 v. 25-26 – Psalm 2:1-2  v. 27 – Fulfilled! 

 v. 29 – Our Part   v. 30 – God’s Part 

 v. 31 – Prayer Answered! 
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