
Noon Bible Study: Acts 28 & beyond 
Acts 28:11-15 - Travel Itinerary 

 Malta (3 months) → Syracuse (3 days) → Rhegium → Puteoli (7 days 

with brethren) (MAP) 

v. 15 - more brethren come and visit → hearing of Paul’s presence nearby 

v. 14-15 - ESV Study Bible -  The brothers at Puteoli are evidence that 

Christianity had not only reached Rome by this time (c.a.d. 60) but was 

widely dispersed in Italy. Luke’s comment, so we came to Rome, may seem 

premature (Rome was still 130 miles or 209 km away), but perhaps 

functions as a summary statement, indicating the process by which Paul 

reached Rome.  Paul’s party was met by Roman Christians at two points 

along the way to Rome—the Forum (or “marketplace”) of Appius, some 40 miles from Rome, and 12 miles 

farther on at Three Taverns. Paul had written his epistle to the Roman church three years earlier, and, 

though he had not personally visited Rome, his greetings at the end of Romans (Rom. 16:1–16) show that he 

already had many acquaintances in the church there. 

Acts 28:16 - Paul arrives in Rome, He stays in his own home, with soldier guarding him. 

Ancient Rome: The city of Rome was founded upon seven hills on the eastern shore of the Tiber River. Rome grew from 

a small city to an empire through its various conquests (Italy, Carthage in north Africa, Greece and Macedonia, 

western and northern Europe, and Egypt and much of the Near East). By Paul’s day, the senatorial rule of the Roman 

republic had succumbed to a centralized empire under the leadership of Emperors (Augustus (27 b.c.–a.d. 14), 

Tiberius (a.d. 14–37), Gaius (37–41), Claudius (41–54), and Nero (54–68).) 

Archaeological evidence in Rome confirms monumental structures that stood during the time of Paul, such as the 

Circus Maximus, Tabularium (state archives), theaters (including those of Pompey and of Marcellus), and multiple 

forums. Later, in the third century a.d., the Umbilicus Romae stood in the center of the city, and this cylindrical 

monument marked the theoretical “center” of the Roman world (likely this way of thinking about Rome’s place in the 

world stemmed from well before the NT period). The prestige of the early emperors was memorialized during Paul’s 

day in their basilicas, arches, & forums, in the Altar of Peace, in the Mausoleum of Augustus, in porticoes and 

images honoring their extended imperial family, and in imperial cult temples. Innumerable pagan gods received 

worship in Rome. Especially impressive temples were dedicated to such ancient gods/goddesses as Mars, Saturn, 

Castor and Pollux, Vesta, Venus and Roma, Apollo, & Jupiter. Indeed, devotion to all the great Roman gods was 

offered in the monumental domed Pantheon, which stands in Rome to this day. 
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Daily life in Rome could be luxurious for the wealthy but onerous for others. Multiple aqueducts and a huge sewer 

system provided for the immense water requirements of Rome, including the many bathhouses, fountains, and 

latrines. Food had to be imported to satisfy the needs of this thriving metropolis, and the emperor often directly 

oversaw the vital grain supply. Luxury villas in Rome were the privileged possessions of the wealthiest families 

(often of senatorial or equestrian rank) and especially of the emperors, but most of the housing in ancient Rome 

consisted of insulae (multistory apartment buildings often constructed above first-floor shops). Contemporary 

authors spoke of a severely overcrowded, loud, and smelly city—a place that provided every virtue and vice 

known to mankind. The residents of Rome were mostly pagan, although a sizable Jewish population also existed (as 

evidenced both by 1st-century literature and by later remains of inscriptions). (Source: Introduction To Romans, ESV 

Study Bible) 

 

Acts 28:17-22 - Paul calls for Jewish Leaders in Rome. Tells them why he is there. 

- Paul actually appeals to them peaceable and with a reconciliation-filled tone. 

- The Jewish leaders in Rome had not been informed of Paul’s trial/crime but Jerusalem counterparts.  

However, they are familiar with “sect” (v. 22) and want to hear from Paul. 

- Paul arrives in Rome Spring c. 60AD.  He had arrived in Jerusalem and was arrested Spring c. 57AD. 

 

Acts 28:23-29 - Paul speaks before Jewish leaders. 

- They came to him in large numbers.  Paul’s message - Kingdom of God & Jesus 

 v. 24 - some persuaded. Others wouldn’t believe. Paul quotes Isaiah 6:9-10 (also quoted by Jesus) 

 v. 28 - Paul will speak to Gentiles of Rome now as Jews have rejected the message. 

Paul is a prisoner in Rome, just spend the last 3 years traveling in poor conditions for a crime he didn’t commit and 

upon arrival to Rome, returns to his usual manner of speaking the gospel! 

 

Acts 28:30-31 - 2 more years in Rome 

- Welcoming all who came in, preaching the Kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 

with all openness, unhindered. 

What Happens Next: 

1 - Stands before Caesar Nero   2 – Aquitted    3 - Travels West  

4 - Arrested Again     5 - Martyred. 

ESV Study Note -  This situation continued for two whole years (a.d. 60–62), at which time Luke’s account ends. 

Information as to what happened beyond that time comes from extrabiblical sources and from hints in the last few 
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of Paul’s letters. First Clement 5.7 (written a.d. 95, perhaps the earliest known orthodox Christian writing after 

the NT) speaks of Paul preaching in “the limits of the west,” which probably indicates his fulfilling his desire to 

preach in Spain (see Rom. 15:24). That would point to his release from the first Roman imprisonment.  

1 Clement 5:5-7 (translated by Charles H. Hoole, 1885) - 5:5 Through envy Paul, too, showed by example the 

prize that is given to patience: (6) seven times was he cast into chains; he was banished; he was stoned; 

having become a herald, both in the East and in the West, he obtained the noble renown due to his faith; (7) 

and having preached righteousness to the whole world, and having come to the extremity of the West, and 

having borne witness before rulers, he departed at length out of the world, and went to the holy place, 

having become the greatest example of patience. 

2 Timothy 4:16-18 - At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted 

against them.  17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation 

might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's 

mouth.  18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; 

to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

“The church historian Eusebius, writing in a.d. 325, cites the tradition that Paul was freed from confinement and 

carried on a further ministry until he was arrested and placed in a second Roman imprisonment, at which time he 

was martyred (Ecclesiastical History 2.22). In God’s sovereignty, Paul’s time in prison was not wasted, for it was 

during his Roman imprisonment that he wrote the letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. The 

time after Paul’s release from his first imprisonment (mid-60s) would be when he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus. He 

probably wrote his last letter, 2 Timothy, during his second imprisonment, as he awaited execution” 

Eusebius Pamphilius: Church History, Life of Constantine, Oration in Praise of Constantine, Chapter XXV.—The 

Persecution under Nero in which Paul and Peter were honored at Rome with Martyrdom in Behalf of Religion. 

(1) When the government of Nero was now firmly established, he began to plunge into unholy pursuits, and 

armed himself even against the religion of the God of the universe.  (2) To describe the greatness of his 

depravity does not lie within the plan of the present work. As there are many indeed that have recorded his 

history in most accurate narratives, every one may at his pleasure learn from them the coarseness of the man’s 

extraordinary madness, under the influence of which, after he had accomplished the destruction of so many 

myriads without any reason, he ran into such blood-guiltiness that he did not spare even his nearest relatives 

and dearest friends, but destroyed his mother and his brothers and his wife, with very many others of his own 

family as he would private and public enemies, with various kinds of deaths. (3) But with all these things this 

particular in the catalogue of his crimes was still wanting, that he was the first of the emperors who showed 

himself an enemy of the divine religion. (4) The Roman Tertullian is likewise a witness of this. He writes as 

follows: “Examine your records. There you will find that Nero was the first that persecuted this doctrine, 

particularly then when after subduing all the east, he exercised his cruelty against all at Rome. We glory in 
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having such a man the leader in our punishment. For whoever knows him can understand that nothing was 

condemned by Nero unless it was something of great excellence.” (5) Thus publicly announcing himself as the 

first among God’s chief enemies, he was led on to the slaughter of the apostles. It is, therefore, recorded that 

Paul was beheaded in Rome itself, and that Peter likewise was crucified under Nero. This account of Peter and 

Paul is substantiated by the fact that their names are preserved in the cemeteries of that place even to the 

present day. 

note 541 - This tradition, that Paul suffered martyrdom in Rome, is early and universal, and disputed by no 

counter-tradition and may be accepted as the one certain historical fact known about Paul outside of the New 

Testament accounts. Clement (Ad. Cor. chap. 5) is the first to mention the death of Paul, and seems to imply, 

though he does not directly state, that his death took place in Rome during the persecution of Nero. Origen 

(quoted by Euseb. III. 1) states that he was martyred in Rome under Nero. Tertullian (at the end of the second 

century)...is still more distinct, recording that Paul was beheaded in Rome. Eusebius and Jerome accept this 

tradition unhesitatingly, and we may do likewise. As a Roman citizen, we should expect him to meet death by 

the sword (as opposed to crucifixion) 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 - For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  7 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;  8 in the future there is laid up for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 

me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

 

What Have We Learned: 

Acts 1-28 – Gospel moves, the world begins to change 

 Pentecost, Peter, Philip, Gentiles, Saul/Paul, Persecution, Missionary Journies 

God & Christ work through those who are serving him & devoted to the mission 

Acts 29 
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